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firable Sermons concerning. 


1 The ſlaverie of {une. 

2 The miſcheife of r9norance, 

3 Theroote of Apoſtafie. 

4 Thebenefit of Gods ſervice, | 
5 The Chriſtians loue, 


Preached in hs life time in ſundry places. 


By that late faithfull Miniſter of Chriſt 
M* William PEMBLE 
of Magaalen Hall in the 
 Pniverſitie of 
Oxford, 


The ſecond Edition, 
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TO.THE READER, 


2H RISTIAN Reader: Theſe Ser- 
Ne mans were,by the godly, &)learned Au- 
©i&, thor of them, fitted for the congregeati- 
NF ons to which be was to ſpeaks, and no 
doubt intendedonly for the benefit of hearers, not of 
Readers. Nevertbelefie it wai the defere ofmany that 
they might be publiſhed vpon hope of good that might 
be done to the Church of God by them, There is need 
of plaine inſtru FFions to incite men to bolineſſe of life, 
as well az accurate Treatiſes in points contorverted 
ro diſcerne truth from errour. For which end 7 dare 
promiſe theſe Sermons will make much, wherethey 
find an honeſt, &) bumble Reader.It was the Authors 
greateſicare to handle the word of God by 
manifeſtation of chetruch,commending him- 
7 As {clfc 
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A.,Gell.noR, 
Artic, lib.z. 
Cap, 1 r 


: Farewel.. 1-4» ; 1 


ſelfeto every mans $conſcience in the f ight of 
God: #r@nce 8:Paul pleadedfor bimſelfe; 2. Cor. 
4-3- 4nd if that be ”- 5 of wc (which they ſay) of 


an ſpraker , nonex ore, ſed 
expefone,to Opal his beartrather than bis 


tongue then ſurely thus Author was an excellent Ora- 
for , one tat ſpake.out of ſound, vngerſtanaing with 


Erme affefion, Many extellencies there” were m him 


for which. his memory remaines.{ but this aboue all 


was his crowne that bee VN igner 'y ſought Gods 
lor ry,and Hm of mens | | It remtaines, fs 
theſe Sermons read by rhee oi a tare to pr 

and thankeſ; ms to Gd for the benefit t tho PAS 
by ben fub i they 'areſi fuch talents., 44 In the vſe.s of 
which bee pegs, and Ld to bee wo fed. 
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The ſlavery of frune, 


I'o Ho 8. 34. 


- 


5; Teſis anſwered them: verily, verily T fay 'vito you : that 
whoſoever committeth ſinne 1s the ſervant of fine,” 


O' acquaint "you... briefly” 
| it the eat of hel. 
'words' :' their © coherence 
with the . foregoing . and 
following. verſes ſtandes 
thus. 'Vpon, ſome * confe- 
rence" and arguments be. 
*tweene our Saviotir Chriſt 
and the Phariſees with o- 
_ ther 'of the Tewes about 
! the quilitic of his perſon, 
Ft who and what manner of 
DEI o00; ITC 13267 San beſhomd B&e>" Chrig 
having plainely teſtified who he was, even theUight of the 
wor th t Meffiah whom they had ſolongexpeRed: itſo 
cothes topafſe; that niany.ofthe people that were preſent 
heat har a-feid his authority agrinRtthe cavils &f the 
-Pharildes, were thereby moved ro betizut iy bim,ver.50.Vnto 


Th: ſlavery of finne. 


theſe beleiuers Chriſt dire&s his ſpeech ,telling them that it 
was.not enough forthe preſent to ſeeme forward in embra- 
cing & yeelding afſent vnto his doQtrine, There is more in 
it then {o, if they will proue themſelues to be true belecuers 
and his Diſciples they muſt perſevere in the profeſſion and 
pradtiſe ofhis DoRrine (1f yee continue in my word yee are 
verily my Diſciples ) verſ. 31. Now whereas many things 
might diſcourage theſe young beginners from going on 
further , eſpecially their ignorance. of this heavenly Doc. 
trine,and withall thoſe manifold finfull Corruptions from 
which they could not quickly ſhift themſelues , Chriſt for 
their encouragement addes by way of promiſe, that if they 
will hold on, they both ( ſhall krowe the truth ) vz:; The 
Goſpell,and all the waies of Gods grace in mans redemp- 
tion by Chriſt, and further (the truth ſpall make them free ) 
ver(:32. from the bondage of ſuch inconveniences as might 
keepe them backe from the reſolute profeſſion of the Goſ- 
pell, as feare of the diſpleaſure of the Phariſees and Rulers, 
teare of loſle,, diſgrace and reproach in the world, loue of 
thoſe finnes and pleaſures e_ they hued heretofore 
and which now they might be vnwilling toleaue, Thoſe in- 
cumbrances,which cauſed many a one to withdrawe him- 
ſelfe from following of Chriſt, our Saviour promiſeth theſe 
belecuers, that if they will bee conſtant they ſhall hayeno 
power nor Oban ouer them +: But that thegrace of 
God in the cleere knowledge of the Goſpell ſhould make 
them Freemen,and ſet them at ay from'thefeare orloue 
of all ſuch things , as might them afide from an holy, 
profeſſion of the name of Chriſt, verſ-32. This louing ad-| 
monition of Chriſt is very ill taken by the Tewes.Cherilt hat 
rouched vpon that ſtring that jarred, and they might not 
endure to be thus cloſely,though iufily taxed for hypocrites 
and Caunterfeits , ſuch as were io farre from being true 
ples vato him, as that they ſtill continuedin 
Ars corruption and would bee ready vpon 
every 


beleiuing Diſci 
bondage vntot 


The lauer rnof ſlnne. © 


every occafion to:flie off from Chriſts ſervice. Wherefore 
when Chriſt tells them that the truth' ſhould make them 
freemen., out of a perverſe miſtake they:turne-this- clauſe 
into. occaſion. of quarrell,, and take greatexceptions at 
Chriſt forcalling them (aues and. bondmen ( wee bee, ſay 
they,in great temacke , « ſbrahams. ſeed and were never in 
bondage to any man.; Why: ſaieſt thou then yee ſhall bee made 
free verſe 33.)Thoſe commonly bragge molt that may doe 
leaſt,and:yee haue few that ſtand more ſtifly vpon termes 
of reputation,then thoſe that haue leaſt | true worth-in the< 
ſclues. $0 it is with theſe worthleſſe Iewes, who and puns 
Qually vpon points of honour to cleare themſclurs from 
that imputation of bodily ſlavery , which: Chriſt laid on 
rhem ( as they thought ) when yet inthe meane time they 
are Of all-flaues the baſeſt, vz: ſervants of ſinne and corrup- 
tion. They ſaid ſomething that was true , that rhey were eA- 
brahams Children borne of Sarah the Free-woman , and this 
Chriſt denied not. But whereas they .had ſaid, they were ne- 
ver is bondage to any man that was faiſe euen in regard of 
their C all bondage.. For their bondage in Egypt of 
old,their a aan for 70.yeares in Afſyria of latter. times, 
and the preſent ſubie&ion of | their whole ſtate vnder the 
oke of the Roman government was witneſle ſufficient that 
it was no ſuch ſtrange matter: for a;Jew to bee a bondman. 
But hy they had becne alwaies free fromſuch bodily fla- 
very,this was not that which Chriſt aymedatin that ſpecch 
of his. ( the truth ſhall make you free )*rwas.ſpirituall ſervi- 
tude vader the power of finn2 which hee meant, and ſeeing 
they will not otherwiſe vnderftand him; hee declares him- 
felfe in- plaine termesinthis 34.. uerſe, Verity, verily, I ſay 
onto you,whoſoener committeth ſine. s the ſervant of ſinne) 
There are ſervarits of finne as . well as :rvants of men , and 
the Condition of. tho? is as bad as. of: theſe, yea worſe. 
Chriſt makes the compariſon .in two particulars. 
x; Servants muſt have no- inheritance with rhe free borne 
| Children. 


os Ss I : 
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The ſlanery of ſinne. 


Children,they may for a while enioy the common benefit of 
the Ganilie: the at laſt they muſt be turned out and the chil- 
dren only divide the inheritance: ſo wicked men fora while 
live together in Gods houſe. the Church : but when the re. 
ward of inheritance ſhall bee beſtowed on. the children of 
God,theſe are vtterly throwne out of all, and no part fals to 
their ſhace. This is-expreſled, ver.35. ( And rhe ſervant abi. 
deth not in the houſe for ever but the ſonne abideth forever.) 
2 Servantsmuſt haue their freedome from a free. man that 
hath power toſet them at liberte, So muſt finners from 
Chriſt the only ſonne of God, who hath this power and au- 
thority giuen vnto him of bondflaues to Sathan and ſinne to 
make them Gods freemen. Hee alone brir.gsdeliuerance to 

captiues and priſoners , tranſlating miſerable {inners, from 

vnder the command of the power of darknefſe into the 1i- 

berty of Gods adopted fonnes ; who being himſelfe made 

heire of all things as Gods naturall ſonne admits vs the a- 

dopted ſonnes 1nto the fellowſhip of a glorious inheritance 

This is ſet downe, verſc36. (1f. the ſonne therefore ſhall make 
your free yeeſhall be free indeed.) Thus theſervants of finne are 
in anill caſe ſure to be turned out of houſe and home, exc:pt 

the ſonne of God Itfus Chriſt ſhall purchaſe their freedome 
and beſtow an inheritance vpon them, But what > Were 

theſe Iewes here ſuch kinde of bondmen ? Yea thar-they 

were: and Chriſt makes it good in the two' verſes follow- 

ing by vndeniable' arguments. Their vngodly praQtiſe 

ſhewed plainely what maſter they ſerued, and by whoſe cg. 

mand they were ruled, [ / knowe, faith Chrift,yee are eAbra- 

hams ſeed viz: according to the fleſh, and ſo-borne of free 
parents: but yet yee are not-freemen'ſo lotighaswalice, con. 
tempt of the Goſpell, loue of the world; bloody defires of an 

innocent mans death, with ſuch like corruptions, tyrannize 
and beare rule over your heatts as they' doe, For why ? 

[ but yee ſecke to kill me. A cruell thalter it muſt berhat will 
command , and very flaucs theyarethat'will bee obedicnt 
ro 
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to doe ſo ill = office "ns to on Bur the —_ 
followes yee doe it ( becauſe my words hae no place in you., 
That molt holy 4 Hey meeke , and pom Dodrincof 
the Goſpell, 'which- Chriſtpubliſhed vntothem could haue 
no command ouer their hearts to win them 'to ſubieRion & 
obedicnce therevnto.:: they were engaged to another maſter 
.& to his word they would obey,not Chriſts, not. Gods, 2:e»/. 
37- which in theneut verſ.38..appeares yet more plainely.) 
1,fith Chriſt, ſpeake v2to you that which 1 haue ſcene with 
Father::& ye doe that which you hane ſcene with your, Father) 
(i) I peake vnto you the will of God , and you obey the 
will ofthe Divell. Whence it is eafie to.1udge ynto whom 
yee belong , and whether yec-bee the Children of God free 
ſubieRts vnder his gracious goverament , or thechildren of 
the Divell and (lawth vaſſalls wnder his mercilsſle 'tyrannie. 
You ſte now the. occafion and coherence of theſe wordes I 
baue read vnto you. The ſcope whereof in breefe is this : To 
giue theſe Jewes right information. of thrir preſent condi- 
tion "__ mA Thy, e- great ſeamen qun rn 
-muc rheir outward-libe$ Wcre 
forranoaf weeighmooulang cr ork ae 8. for their 
inſtruRion and ours lets them vnderſtandthat they be ſlaues 
tharferueſinne as well as thoſe that ſerue men: And for this 
papa prenouncethtothem and vs this moſt certaine 8 
vndeniable truth ( Verity , verily 1 ſay Unto you whoſoever 
Committeth finne is the ſervant of ſine. The meaning ofthe 
words isplaine if you obſerue. | 
1 What it is to co rmit finne. 2. What to be a feruant of 
ſinne. To commit finne isnot ſimply to-dae any a con- 
trary tothe law and will of God : for even the regenerate 
and moſt ſanctified men in many things fin often , who ne- 
vertheleſſe are not the ſervants of finne but are free from 
finne and made the ſervants of God. as it is Rors:6,22, Inthis 
place therefore to commit finne [ wwey ru plies ] isto doe 
evill willingly and ordinarily : When men make, as it were 
atrade.and common praQtiſe of breaking the law of God 
B - holding 
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holding on in/an 'vfuall courſe of vngodly liuing withogt 
remorle and reformation,of ſuch Chrilt tels vs that they bee 
the ſervants orllaues {AZau],of finne (1)they itue infubieRis 
to the-power of tacir.ſinfull Corruption: ; ' as ſlaues doe to 
the 'command of thei: maſters, Sinne rules + oner them as 
makers doe over theirſervants. The maine point of Docs 
trine then that theſe words doe afford is this. 

A ſinner u a bondſlaue, & taliue in ſinne #5 to line inthral.. 
dome. For the. more dittin& explication of this point touch 
ing mans ſpirituall bondage vader finneI delte you to. ob» 
ſcrue three particulars, | 

1 The nature of thus bondage wherein it confiits, 

2 The diverſe degrees and kindes of it. 

3 The greatneſſe and. grievonſneſſe of it. 

For the firti: the bondage of ſinne' Randeth chiefly in two: 

things. 1 1» ſ#biettion to the power of ſinne. | 
2 Inſubieftion to the puniſhment of finne, 

The power aud authority that finne hath:ouer man is ſeene in. 

twop DJ WOT 11972 OH GW LIL #1 

1 Inreſtrainding his liberrffrom doing of good, 

2 Incommanding his ſervice in' all bad emploiments. As 


 amaſter oucrhis ſervants can both bid and forbid them: So 


the ſinne that rules in mens mortall-bodies- hath power both 
to reſiraine them from good and.toemploythem zn evill pra. 
Etfes: you (hall ſec boallire in their order; 

1 Sinne hath power of reſtraint and hindering from-s the 
doing of good, A ilaue is not in- his owne power” but 'his ma= 
ſers,he2 cannot goz whether hee will , nor doe what hee 
lits.nor difpoſe of himſelfe as' he pleaſeth: , his ſervice , his 
goods, his life, are all ordered. by his maſters: diſcretion. $6 
15 it witha ſinner who is hol den in the fetters and chaines of 
his corruption, he js not his owne man,nor can he doe what 
many times he would. In men that are regenerate and fan. 
Rified in part experience yet witnefſeth'how much th:yre 
pefiered anFcumbred avich this ſinne that hangeth 26/1 . 
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faft about them; However the ſpiritbee willing,ahdfaine 
theywould doe much inthe feruice of God;--yet thefleſh 
is weake;and they areſo ſhackled with it, rhat for their 
ues they can make but ſlow haſtin the waics of godlinefle, 
much adoe they haue to keepe jogging on,” dulnelle , dif 
traction, hypoctifie, formality, and a world of other corrup- 
tions ſet ypon them in every ſpirituall duty, in every good 
reſolution;ſo that when they do beſt,their work is yet done 
butta halues. Grace is yoked with- corruption, when 
that puts vs forward; this--pulls vs backward; inſomuch 
that a regenerate man 1s -but halſe a freenian, being al- 
wales in Rane ſort moleſted by his corruptianinthe whole 
courſe of his religious - conuerſation, according as the 
Apoſtle Paul in the perſon of every Tegencrale, mary COm- 
plaines very pittifully. Rows. 7. 19-20;23, But! now in 
thoſe that are vnregenerate this power of fin is much more 
predominant, whole hearts, affections, vnderſtandings, and 
all in then are faſt locked and barred vp vnder impeniten. 
cie, rebellion and blindneſſe,ſo that they are Hol/dewpriſoncrs 
of Sathan at, hss pleaſnre;as the Apoltie ſpeaketh, 2: Tim.2, 
26. Sinne hath dealt with thoſe men as wee doe with wild 
fowle, clipping their wings that they may not fly away; or 
as enimies doe with captiues difarme them of their wea- 
pons that they ſhall beable to. make no ſhift for their reſ. 
cue $0 hath fine vtterly diſabled man to. cuery good worke 
by putting out the eyes of his knowledge,and tripping him 
naked of. all thoſe graces & ſtrength which he had by crea. 
tion. Beſide this, fanne hath taken away all defire of doe- 
ing good, hauing afteRed the ſoule of man - with. the loue 
of all vnrighteouſnes, whereby it-comes to palle that man is 
well contented to be the ſervant of Line -taking great de. 
light in his owneſhame and miſery: Vnregenerate men are 
keptfaſt in durance, beingineither able-nox wiling to; come 
out of their bondape.. In thisreſpe& is finne;; compared. to 
inares and nets, and bonds GPL Men ArE} caughk, and 
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kept faſt for han es, ing, f' 7'frde (aith-So/omon;;' Eccleſ. 7, 
id oats bitter then death , the- woman whoſe heart 'rs EO 
and ſnares her hand; as bonds.) Therby fi the-molt- 
intangling and-inthralling nature of the finneof adultery; 
whercinto few men fall that ever get out-againe ('/ſeerhar: 
rhoy art in the gall of bitterneſſe, ard in the bud of iniquity) 
faith Peter to Simi Magus Als 8.23, Why breauſe for 
all his ſeeming profeſſion, he was ſtill tyed to his courtouſe 
nes & other yile affeRions, kke a flaue bound to a/polt with 
a chaine. $0 Paul exhorts Timorhythat be inſtruct - his hea.. 
rers tothe end they might (Come to amendment and yeconer- 
out of the ſhare of the Dinell, of whoms they were taken priſe. 
ners at bye will. 2, Ti. 2.26.) Andfocthis cauſe are (mners. 
in the fate of varegeneration, compared-tocaptiues and 
priſoners kept vp 18 reſtraint; /aiah:6rr-{/aign.p 
But here you are tonote that Satan 'and* ſinne doe not 
deale alike rigorouſly with all: of carry a ftraighter hand: 
ouer ſome then ouer others.Some they keep Arita cnſtodrs 
in cloſe impriſoament. 'And that-is when men by Satan and 
corruption are-made fo fureandſs fat chained, ' that they 
cannot goe one ſtep beyond prophancſſe &'impiety. Thus 
is it with men, that are. kept cloſe priſoners in the darke 
dungeon of ignorance, or who ſticke faſt in the dirt or mire 
of beaſtly couetcous,and voluptuous- affe&ions:in- a word 
thoſe that are giuenouer toall vngodly and” lewd: courſes. 
Others there are who are indeed priſoners, but yet they are 
kept in /ibera cnſtodiaiin a larger kinde of reſtraint, or as we 
fay, in free priſon.And this is when Satan ſporting Rimſelfe 
in the finne and miſery of man holds-hiw-in a longer chaine, 
and lets him goe a good way outward in-Chriſttanity; bur 
et at laſt fetcheth him backe againe when he pleaſeth, Ike 
birds in a larger cage they flutter about, or like: birds in a 
ſtring that make a faireflight vp towards heauen;burSatan 
when he pies his — that by: cheir fallhe may giu 
fame e fogle toGods glory, and the credit; of his 
| — Golpell; 
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Goſpell,: thehe twitcherlithe firing and downe they tum- 
ble vato hell. Suchare thoſe of which Perer ſpeakes 2:Perer 
2.13.19.20-#/ho had eſcaped farre from: the filthineſſe of tho 
world, but yet were intangled againe therein. Such a one was 
Demas. whoſe - cauetcouſneſe hookt him back from his 
profeſſion ofrhe Goſpell to the world. And tuch- was the 
man in- the Goſpell, who was come neere fo the 
Lin e of heauen, buthe had one legge chained. faſt to 
the loue of riches, and that fett himquite back againe, All 
theſe haue a kinde of liberty, but ris only of” the prifon: 
They walke abroad but 'tis in fetters, or as pritoners 'in 
Rome vied to be dealt with, chained roa ſouldier. their kee- 
that doth accompany them to ſee them ſafe returned to - 
their jayle. Now | you. know that: a {laue who walkes a-- 
broad todoe his maſters bulineſſe, is yet a laueas wallas he 
that is chained in the Gallie, And ſo are theſe till ' ſervants 
and boadmento their corruptions,howeuer they ſeeme” for 
the preſent to be more fauourablie vſed. Thus of the firft- 
point wherein the maſterly power of finne ſtands, viz. the 
reſtraint from doing theggod. weſhould, and ſometimes 
would. Now.inthenext place finne hath-alfo. 
2. Apower of commanding all bad ſernices whatſouer:A laue 
you know mult ride and runne,drudge and trudge;, carry & 
draw, hew in $29 wp in the min-s,tuggee at the oare, 
labour like horſes-in a mull, and be put toallthe baſe offices 
that are tobe done, Honourable ſeruices there 'be that a 
freeman,. a ſonne may. be imploied in: but ſervants and 
ſlau:s indure the baſelt and painfulleſt drudgeties, So 1s it 
with a ſinner; he is at the command ofhis finne, as the Aﬀe 
of his driver, or - asthe-Centurions' ſeruants were at their 
maſters beck.Looke how Satan iuſpires him and his corrup- 
tion ſuggeſts, vato him, ſo he ſtudies, and plors, ſohe invents 
and practiſes. Re it but one (inne that raignes over him, you 
ſball ſee him euer attendant.on that: maſter, as beet luſt, 
Beafures,coveteoulne ambition be is wholy raken _ 
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theirimployments.He hath nothing toſpare from them: n 
hoogtes no words, no oe hoy wid Sabbath day, 
th-ir bulinefle till goes on; nay the day is not enough for 
the doing of its command. He deviſeth miſcheife ' vpon his 
bd, and] he cannot ſleepe till he haue laid a plot how hce 
may compaſle one'of h1s vngodly deiires. He' will 'be'pro-. 


found, crafty,and diligent in contriuing and diſpatching the - 


affaircs, which the divell and his corrupt heart haue giuen 
him in command. For this cauſe 1s (inne compared vnto a 
law. Rem.7.23. becauſe it commands andrules ouer men 
by powerfull ſuggeſtions, provoking them to evill. A law- 
lefle law it is, butfit for lawlefſe men, it prohibiteth all thar 
good is, and enioynes the praRtiſe of euery evill thing. And. 
henee alſo is Satanſtiled the prince of this world, becauſe he 
hath no mean2 company .at his devotion 'ouer whom hee 
rules as vaſſals and flaues, moſt ready to obey his Will and 
pleaſure. But will you ſee what imployment finne and $a- 
tan (ct men about. Are they honorable ſervice?no: the moſt 
vile, baſe, abſurd, and vnreaſonable offices thatcan be devi- 
ſed, what will not they command, or what will-not one of 
theirſervants doe againſt religion, conſcience, juſtice com- 
mon honeſty, yea and nature it ſelfe> Let covetouſneſſe ty- 
rannize ouer him: how baſtly niggardly, ſcraping, pinching 
and ſparing will hz be? How moſt vnconſcionably and vn- 
mercifully will he oppreſſe, exa&t, cozen and deceiue all the 
world, ſtrangers, acquaintance, rich, poore, friends or fo:s, 
Brother,Father, and all that may challenge faire an&honeſt 
dealing? If luſt rule him he will damne his ſoule, deſtroy his 
body ,diſgrace his name, ouerthrow hiseſtate, vndoe allhis 
poſterity for the loue of ſome baſe whore. The like may be 
{aid of pride,Ghuttony and Voluptuouſnes or any ſuch like 
fwaggering luſt. Yea to goefarther, the godly many times 
arehere b:tottcd, who to fatiſhieſome one vnmaſterly de 
fire, will hazard the peace and comfort of their ſoules,  diſ- 
grace themſelues and their profeſſion, vexe the ger 
| | an 
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and caſtthemſclues vpon Gods* ſore diſpleaſure. ''So vio- 
lent and tyrannicall are theſe commands of finne: aud Satan, 


and (0 bale and ſervile are wee'growne in'our' obedienceto 


them;thar we wil notfticke to do” that which'in thepraCtiſe 
orevent of it tends to our owne vtt*r vndoing. Now who: 
would not be aſhamed of ſuch a maſter , and ſuch a ſervice? 
Nay who is not aſhamed of it?* But here is: the power of 
darkneſſeand the inviſible tyrannie of' Sathan ,” that whom 
we hate yet we feare, andferue : of whom wee are aſhamed, 
to him yet we ſhew our ſelucs obedient. Thus much- rouch- 
1ng a ſinners ſubieCion vntothe power of (inne. 

Next followes his ſubieition nto the puniſhment of it, 
which is the ſoreftpart of this bondage which yet a finner 
muſt ſurely beare: He is in thisreſpe& of all flaues the moſt 
miſerable: for let him looke which way hee will hee can ſee 
nothing but feourges and Scorpions provided for his back; 
the whip, the Crofſe,the forke,and ſuch like puniſhments of 
flaues in old time are nothing tothe torments hee ſtands in 
feare of. Noſober houre paſſeth overa ſinners head wherein 
his heart is not full ofſlauiſh anddreadfull terrors , ariſing. 
from athreefold cauſe. 

t From Conſcience, the horrible clamors whereof terrific 
his: very ſoule,and - him to the” heart with vnſufferable 
panges , while it ſtill ries in his care un this ruefull voice 
[ yet hnowe that for this God ſhall bring thee to indgment } oh 

is makes him quake and grow pale hee is aftaid to looke 
God or men in the face, he ſhifts & fainewould if hee could 
hide his finnes from the knowledge of his Conſcience: , and. 
both from Gods eye. Ire: 19 
2 From Sathan, who though hee now ſeeme as his Maſter 
yet he knowes-and trembles tothinke of it that h:reafter he: 
muſt be his everlaſting tormentor. 


3 From God himſelfewhoſe moſt furious wrath and vna- ' 


voidable vengence he knowes 1s prepared forhim and rea- 
dy. every. moment to ſwallow tum for his rebellion. mm 
who- 
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-who could eate his meat merrily that muſt pay ſuch a 
ſhot? What comforts of this life, what pleaſures of ſinne can 
be fweete which are every moment imbittered with ſo ma- 
ny Woes? It. helpes not a iot that they befor a time :defcr- 
red: for he is no freeman who though he be not clapt vp in 
priſon, yet cannot walke abroad without feare of the S1r- 
ant, the priſon, the gallowes, when the country is laid for 
m, and executions out ſor him in euery place, Certainly 
* is a hell to liue.in feare of hell,and as bad as death to liue in 
bondage for feare thereof all, the daies of 4 mans life. Heb. 


2 


13. 
Yet ſuch is the miſerable thraldome of a wicked man, he 
is every way inthe briers, being on the one fide faſt chained 
to his {infull and vngodly courſes, on the other as furel 
and certainly bound to his everlaſting puniſhmeut. And F4 
-much for the firſt part of the nature of his ſpirituall bon- 
.dage whereinit tandeth. 
2 TIgoeforward tothe next point which Ipropoſed to 
your conſideration, viz.The diverſe degrees of this bondage: 
where you are to note that there are two kindes of it, x. wik 
Full. 2.vnwilfull ſlauery. 
1 Wilfull bondage gs when a freeman is content to be made 
aſlave, or being by force or fraud made one, is willing to 
continue one ſtill. Such a one was e-Fhab who ſol himſelfe 
for a {lauc to dee wickedly. 1. King. 21.20, I will/ghu the 
worth of it,faid he to Naboth, when he ſought after his vine- 
yard; true, he.gaue the full worth of it, that ſold himſelfe 
for a few acres of land.ſuch are {all thoſe that commit finne 
with greedineſſe , who take pleaſure in all vnrightsouneſſe, 


.”.,, wholoue the wages of iniquity, who obcy finne in the luſt 


thereof, who take thought to fulfill the.defires of the fleſh, 


"*2awith full conſent and hearty good will , giuing vp them- 


{clues to be ruled by the counſells of Satan, and their wicked 
hearts. In which condition of a wretched finncr, you man 
obſerue two things remarkeable, 
+ EE 3 How 
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1 How ftrangely baſe and degenerate mans nature is 

rowne, who being a moſt noble creature, made for the 
moſt honourable purpoſes and ſervices in the world, is now 

rowne ſo vile wd. extremly baſe, ſo farre forgetfull of his 
duty and the dignity of is creation, as tobe willing in- 
ſeed of the free andhappy ſervice of God and goodnes, to 

ut himſelfe intoa moſt ignominious ſlavery vnto Divels 
and vile affe&ions. Naturally we all loue liberty and chooſe 
rather the loſe of life, then of it,and only violence & fraude 
can bring vs or kecepe vs in bondage: But finne hath pre- 


- vailed with vs againſt natureand {o taken off from vs the 


edge of all vertuous and manly reſolution, that of our owne 
accord wee offer our ſelues vato it, being put in fetters and 
manicles by our owne corruptions, yea this ſlavery men 
count their only liberty inſomuch that when they be called 
vnto freedon.e, haue their ranſome offered them, and all 
meanes of eſcape laid before them , yet they chooſe ta be 
flaues (ll. | 

3 Howdifficult a matter *tis for aman to come outof 
this bondage, ſurely hethat loues the priſon better then his 
enlargement its pitty there ſhould be any meanes of his de. 


livery,and'tis hazard if they be ſought he willnot _ of 


them. That ſervant who in theſeventh yeare of his | 
dage did ſo loue his maſter that he would not goe out free, 
he was by the law to ſerue his maſter for euer afterwarde 
Exod.21.5,Hee that would not be free when hee might 
ſhould notafterwards when happely he would. And ſoit is 
with the ſervants of finne when once they beare a good. af- 
feRion to their maſter and are {o farre bewitched as to hold 
themſelues well appaid with his ſervice, then are their eares 


nailed faſt to the poſtes and gates of hell, or rather with®* 
Siſera a nayle is ſtriken through their temples and-at ons; 


ftroke they looſe both life and li for cuer. $0 that. vis 


, 


leſſe that ftrong man make a foreible reſcue of then out - 


- of the hands oi theſe tyrants ey doe neuer eſcape we 
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this miſerable thraldome. j 
2 Vuwilling bondage: as when a mn 1s taken priſonery the 
(word in batraile, or circumvented by ſome (tratagem or 
fraudulent guile. Such is the conditioa of Golly men ma- 
ny times a by ſome furious, and'vehement aſſault of 
temptation are wounded, ouerthrowne, taken, led away 
captiue and ciapt vp'in.irons vnder the gurrd of fone ſtrong 
varuly lult, or other, or elſ> by ſome ſubtle ſleight and mare 
privily laid for their ſoules hue their heeles intrapp:din the 
ginne, and for a while are caught as a prey tor Satan. But 
now during this ſraitneſſe, what bghes and forrowes 
doe poſleſle the Godly heart? How tedious and irklom is 
this bondage? How doth hee long till his heart bee againe 
enlarged, that he may runn? the race of Gods commande. 
ments? Life it ſelfe is vnpleaſant till this liberty be obtai- 
ned again?. Wherefore many a hearty prayer 1s ſent vp to 
Heauen daily to intreat God for his enlargement, willingly 
doth he embrac all means of freedome, gladly - doth hee 
run and reſt in him that only bringeth deliverance vato 
captiue priſoners, with the Iſraelites in Egypthe 1s euen 


weary of his life for the oppreſſion and cruell - tyrannie” 


ynder which he is hold-n,which makes him in the bitternes 
of his ſoule cry out vnto God for deliverance from this hea- 
vy bondage. Often taking vp that complaint of the Apoſtle 
Rom.7.24. (O Wretched man that 1 am, who ſhall deliner me 
from the body of this death) Theſe are rhe ſeuerall degrees 
of this bondag? which was the ſecond: part propoſed to be 
handled, 

3 Icomin thethird place to: confider the great»eſſe and 


grievouſueſſe of this ſpiritual bondage;which will appeare by 


comparing it with outward- bodily flauery. Now fpiritu- 
allflauery 1s worſe then corporall in three reſpeQs: 


r- Tnregard of multitude of Maſters: ]n corporall fruitude- 


one malter may haue many ſervants, but for one ſeryantto 
hauetwo.or moremaſters is athing vnreaſonable and vn- 


poſlible;. 
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ofible ſuppoſe they were both good;much more if they be 
bad. Miſerable therefore is rhe eſtate of a ſinfull man, who, 
whe he ſ{crues feweſt ſerues three at once, his luſts, 2 Satan 
working powerfully in his finfull corruption, 3' God him. 
ſclfe.For the firſt: it may beſome one wicked affeRtion is his 
maſter, and yet there is worke enough to pleaſe that, but 
when many luſts at once beare ſway ouera man like many 
tyrants in one Citty, Lord what combats, broyles, and tu- 
mults be there in that mans heart:when pride comands one 
thing coueteouſneſle another, when vncleane luſts draw one 
way,ambition another, voluptuouſneſſe athird,a man had 
need then to ſtudyand take rhought for the fleſh to fulfill 
theluſts thereof, andall little enough to pleaſe: theſe hard 
and cruell taskmaſters. Againe hz hath another maſter , and 
that is Satan,who inſpires theſe corrupt affeRions of mans 
heart, ' with much rage and helliſh fierceneſſe, and is that 
grid Pharaoh who ſetteth all thoſe inferior. ofticers a worke, 
who therefore is called the (ſpirit that worketh in the  Chil= 
dren of diſobedience ) Epheſ. 2,2. Over whom although he a- 
lone may ſeeme to challenge all power and autority as 
ouerthe only ſubieRs of his kingdome, yet wee know 
that beſides both theſe they haue another ſupreame and fo- 
verajgne Lord (x) God himſelfe, againſt whoſe - gouemne- 
ment although they doe rebell,yet can they not withdraw 
themſelues from vader his power and juridiftion.. God 
King let the earth be nener ſo unquiet, aud the haters of the 
Lord ſhall be ſubiett vnto him.He will haue to doe with them 
in ſpite of their hearts. They feare him as flayes againft 
their wills, both to do his-will whilſt he vieth them to effect 
by them his owne moſt holy purpoſes, and allo to ſuffer his 
will in their iuſtly deſerued puniſhment. Thus wicked men 
are maſtered on all hands,andno way free either from (in or 
puniſhment. X 
2 4t8 regard of the means of pe : aſervant hardly vſed 
may finde meanes toſhift _ eof his Maſter;It 3s _ 
og | 2 wil 
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that mens witts and ftrengthes did faile them for: further 


' with a ſinner; runn2 away fron his maſter he cannot; for he 


a 


beares hi n alwaics about with hin in his boſone, his finne 
ſtill keepes him company, and goe he whether he will Satan 
doggs him, ſtands at his right hand,nay pofſefſeth his very 


heart, ſo plying him with temptations an4 ill ſuggeſtions, 


that he cannot goe a foot from his ſervice. Tis true the caſe 
is ſo ſometimes with a wicked man that he changeth: his 
maſter, but ſeildome cones a btter.if heeſcape the tyranny 
of one finfuliaffetion, he falls vader the command an4 


| power of another as bad. So-you ſhall haue a'>very ſpend- 
- thriftturae a miſerable niggard: but this isonly uk 


e a Pri. 
ſoner that renoues his bolt trom one legge to another, and 
ſuch exchange is done only ypon compact: He leaues one 
vice that he may the more freely giuz himſelfe to another; 
ſothat he changes his maſter bur not his.ſervile condition. 
So:ne- raigning ſinne or other will alwaies cleaue - to his 
ſoule lie downe with him in his grauc;and linke himdowne 
ro Hell. And as for the eye o&Gods revenging iuſtice h: ſees 
it open vponhim to take notice of his-doings,and his hand, 
alwaies lifted vp to [mite him, trembling alwaies to thinke. 
that he hath no megns to hide his tinne tron Gods know. 
ledge,no power to/prevent,no ſtrength to beare the heavy; 
firoke of his wrath when. it ſhall light vpon- him, 


2 1areſpett of the reward,the world hath ſcarce afforded 


maſters ſo-without all humanity, Tyrannicall and:cruell, ag 
not to be pleafed with the faithfullſeruice of a flaue,. or nor 
to reward him in ſome degree of curcege for his ſeruice. A 
finner is miſerable bath waies as h2 cannot pleaſe his maſter, 
ſo he cannot hope for a reward. For take a man that hath 
quite ſpent himſelfe in; the ſeruice of ſone one of theſe 
;mperiall and cruell Lords, who hath.done all thathe can in 
gluing full content and fatiſfa&ion ynto them, yet they. reſt 
not, there are yet new commands and further injunRtions, 
ſothat when itſcemed, villany was come to the height,and 


plots: 
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plots and praQiſes;there's yet a powder-plot behinde, ſome 
new ſtrange, vnthought of piece of bad feruice tobe perfor- 
med. Sinne and Satar. are: reftleſſe and mercileſle , tyrants 
never contentcd, ſtill exaRting, crying, craving; compelling 
to new tributes. andhomages. And now: when a man hath 
worn? out himſelfe in their ſervice , ſpent his yeares and 
ftrength,his wealth and good name , and body andfoule, 
and all vpon them,what 1s then his rewardfor this his truſty 
and true {ervice> A.courteſy thinke you ?/ Nay a very hell of 
vakindneffe,ſhame, reproach, miſery, and many other pu- 
niſhments even. inthis life, but for that other, Hell,damnati- 
on,fire, ſnares, and brimſtone, and ſtormy temp?zſts:of Gods 
furious indigaation :| this: is their portion and the __— 
of their obedience, Satan did fora whilepromuſe faire and 
performe little, helping them to enioy ſome pleaſures of fin 
for a ſeaſon; but this | ivr kindneſſe was but coloured 
cruelty, all being nothing but a ſweet-ſauce to make) hin 
ſwallow downe thoſe morlels of poyſon, the fierie 'venome 
whereof ſhall afterwards drinke vp his fpicit, and inflame 
his ſoule with everlaſting burning. 

Fooliſh men and vnwife that take fuch/pzines tobe mi- 
{-rable;But how ſhould it be oth-rwiſe, when men' are {er- 
vants/to Satan,but rebels againſt God? In vane doe they ex- 
peR any Ether reward for tixcir ſeryice;then.the ſevereſt. pu- 
niſhment.of their rebellion. 

Thus.L haye opened- vnto: you according as T-haue b:ene 
able,the he end quality of this ſpiritual bondage 
of {inne, It remain.th now to make ſome vie and application 
of that whielrhath beene deliuercd.. 


The þ/ ve ſhalbe for the diſconery of a great'crrour in /ſe, 1. 


the world committed by men, intudging their owne and 0- 
rher mens conditions. It is the common opinion/ of moſt, 
rhat if a man liuc out of danger of law, and-haue wherewith 
w pay every man and keepe him out of debt and feare of 
the priſan,it he-can liue — and-be beholding to 
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no man,if ke can fer his foot to the beft mans inthe pariſh, 
and be able to make his part good in any ſuit or quarrell, 
caring as little for ſucha great man , as the great man cares 
for him,if he ean ouer-beare his enimies , and trample vpon 
any that he takes againſt; if he can goe whether he liſts & do 
what he pleaſeth,liuing idlely in pleaſures vpon other mens 
labours; if he be able to finne boldly,to fatisfy any diſordred 
affection withour controule , hauing power in his hand to 
ovcrcome a poore Miniſter,that he ſhall not dare to reproue 
him,0r money enough in his purſe to out-bribe the autho- 
ritie & ſeverity of the law,ſuch a man as this that lives with. 
out feare or care, hee is eſteemed the onely man that leads a 
free life,ant{ liues at his own command. Thus men iudge of 
others and of themſelues, whilſt they looke no farther then 
that which is outward, appearing to ſenſe: But they muſt 
knowe that every freeman in a c1vill eftate,is not a free ſub. 
ze& of Gods kingdome; No: there be that feed dainrily , lie 
toft,goe richly clad, live lazily , and who take their fill of 
worldly pleaſures inall licentiouſneſſe , who yet are as ar. 
rant {laues as any that ſerue in a Gally. Doe but turne their 
infide outward, and you ſhall ſee ever wholelegions of Di- 
vels domineering ouer them, pride,couetouſnefle, ambition 
enyie,malice , vncleane deſires, with a number of ſuch like 
blacke and helliſh luſts raigning in their ſoules , vnder the 
command whereof they are haled this way and that, in all 
ſeruile obedience euen like ſlaues bought and' ſolde in a 
market. A vaine thing tis for theſe men robragge of their 
nobility,gentrie,ofthe freedome and ingeniouineſle of their 
education or liuing, For let them knowe that a mans honor 
is his honeſtie and ſanRity;his perfe&t freedome is the faith. 
full ſervice of his God, Hee! is truly free, o——_ noble, 
thats truly gracious. Swearing,lying, gaming, whoring, co. 
eval egaping after a few _ ds of Gold and Sitver, 
fooliſh loue of gay apparell, reſtlefle purſute after two or 
three words andtities of honour, with thelike; are theſe the 
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imployments of a braue, free, g-nerous , and noble ſpirit? 
Farre be it from any man tothinke fo, ſeruile and baſe dif- 
poſitions they bee that ſubie& themſelues to ſuch wicked, 
| 


and vnworthy affeAions, nor can any bee honeſt, orhono. 
rable who hath ſuch maſters. This the Apoſtle concludes, 
Rom.6.20.[ When yee were the ſervants of ſine , yee were free 
from righreonſueſſs,) And it muſt needs be a baſe and diſho- 
nelt ſervice wherein'tis free to be, and to doe any thing ſa- 
ving that which is honeſtand righteous. Wherefore let no 
man fall into the error of the Iewes here noted in this text, 
boaſting much of their freedome and dignitie, becauſe they 
were borne of Abraham,8 lived not in bodily fervitude,lett 
they heare alſo that which Chriſt here replied vpon theſe 
lIewes (who ſo committeth ſine us the ſervant of jime ) and 
againe (if we were Abrahams Children , yee would doe rhe 
workes of Abraham) verſ.39.But now (yee are of your Father 
the Divell becauſe the luſts of your Father yee will doe ) verſe 
3. 

: The ſecond vſe of this point ſhall be: for admonition, Y/c.2. 
that each one doe make triallof his eſtate, whether he be the 
ſeruantof ſinne yea orno? For which purpoſe the Apoſtle 
hath ſer vs downe a golden rule, Rom. 6,16. ( knowe yee 
wot that to whomſoener yee gine your ſelues as ſervants to oo, 
bs ſervants yee are to whom yee obey, whether it bee of ſinne 
vnto death,or of obedience vnto righteonſueſſe. )'Tis not the 
Liverfe or Cognizance of Baptiſme , *tis not the name of 
Chriſtian, *tis not the outward profeſſion of religion that 

—makes a diſtin&tion betweene the (ervants of God- , 'andof 
finne. We haue a fairer marke to knowe them by,and that is 
Obedience. This tels vs certainly to whom they belong. He 
that obeyes God he is Gods ſervant; he that obeyes ſinne, let” 
him proteſt or profeſſe neuer ſo- much” devotion to Gods: 
ſervice, yet he is for all. that the ſeruant of finne and no bet. 
ter.Wcll then the triall is ,now eafie , and requires no more 
but this,that you bring your thoughts home to your ſclues, 


duly 
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quely confidering whom you doe vſually ſervice vnto, whe- 
ther God in obcying his holy commandements , or your 
owne finfull lcſh and Satan in following their counſels. 
Doeſt thouin thy heart ſerue the law of God,conſenting 
toall the commands thereof as molt good and holy, endea- 
vouring as much as poſſibly thou art able to doe whatſoe- 
ver it biddeth thee, holding a conſtant reſolution to pleaſe 
God in all things whatſoeucr? If thy conſcience can truely 
ſay yea, then mailſt thou reioyce in the honourable title of 
being the ſervant of God. On the other fide,doft thou com. 
mit {inne as our Sauiour ſpeaks here, that is , doſt thou wil. 
lingly aud ordinarily,make a practiſe of breaking Gods holy 
law,tollowing every lewd courſe that Satan leads thee to, 
and giuing ſcope to thy vngodly deſires > Yea is thereany 
one particular finne that raignes ouer thee, wherein thou 11. 
veſt wittingly and wilfully however thou forlake others? 
If thy conſcieneec lay yea.then knowe that as yet thou art a 
miſerable bondman and ſervant vnto corruption , hearken 
therefore in the laſt placcto 
3 Thethird vſewherewith I will conclude this point,and 
that is an exhortationto perſwade thoſe that finde them- 
ſeJues in bondage vnto finne to endeavour by all meanes to 
get themſclues at liberty. To men in priſon or bodily ſer. 
vitude,this exhortation were needlefſe ; but vnto the ſer. 
vants of ſinne, 'tis moſt neceſſary to vie all perſwaſions to 
makethemſclues freemen, Two motiues there are that or 
dinarily prevaile with all men, to ſeeke for a change of their 
preſent condition, viz: 1.The evill of the preſent eſtate in 
which they are. 2. The good of another whereto they may 
come: both areſeriouſly to bee thought on in this bulineſle, 
foraſmuch as there isno eſtate worſe then the ſlavery of fin 
and puniſhment:: nor any better then the liberty of _ 
and glory. Wherefore let me earneſtly entreat you to bend 
your meditations vpon theſe two points. Firſt thinke with 
your ſelues how miſerable a thing it is, for a man A" all 
nw 1 - ales 


of the Diuell:free from 
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daies of his life;like a flaue anddye like a villaine,how wo- 
full is the caſe of that pooae creature, which 1s at the com- 
mand of every baſe afte&ion led and driuen hither and thi- 
ther, according as euery wicked defire and helliſh inſpirati- 
on ſhall provoke it, wearying it lelfe in the waies of wic. 
kedneſſe,and taking agreat deale of paines to worke out its 
owne everlaſting miſene.Thinke what ftrange folly it is for 
a man to content himſelfe with a few poore commodities & 
pleaſures, that ſinne can afford for a day or two, the very 
enjoying whereof doe but make him more vnhappy : No 
man that is wiſe would buy the greateſt: of ſuch content- 
ments;for one of the panges of an ul conſcience,which ac- 
companie them»The time comes on when he muſt part with 
all his delights, and be turn'd out of the world naked of all 
comfort, grace and favOur. This is it which cuts him tothe 
heart, and one ſerious thought of it quite daſheth all his 
jollity and contentment, Feares are vpon him on euery 
fide, making himto live yncomfortable becauſe he knowes 
he ſhall dye vnhappily. But now turne our thoughts on the 
other fide, and confider how happy and glorious the con- 
dition ofthe Saints is, whom God by his grace hath-ſet at 
liberty, from the ſervice of finne. Whether you looke vpon 
them here in this life in the eſtate of grace, or hereafterin the 
eſtate of glory, their freedome is euery way bleſſed and de- 
fireable. Free they are from the commanding power of fin, 
being now led by the pu of Chriſt, and not by the ſpirit 
terrors of an evill conſcience:free 
from the terrors of death, hell, & 1udgement:free vatoeve- 
ry noble imploimentin Gods ſervice, apt to pray much, 


eadie to heare much, able to meditate ck deigning in 


ſanRifying the ,Sabbarh, chearefull, forward and-willing 
hearted to euery good worke. A bleſſed eftate if wee haue 
either grace or witte to judge right of it. I confeſle grace- 
leſle fooles haue another eſteeme of it: Tell them ofpraying, 


reading the word of God, inging of Plaljies, hearing and 


repeating 
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repeating of Sermons, and keeping of the:Sabbath ye kill 
them dead & ratherrthey had you ſhouldſet them to any thz 
(pr drudyerie in the world: Councell them to re. 
raine gaming, drinking and ill company,to bridlz their vn- 
2odly and navghty afteQtions, to converfe with fuca and 
Fich men of godly and religious liues, and'to be content to 
be ruled by reafon of Gods word. All this is even as much 
asif you ſhould put them-in the ſtockes, orclap a paire of 
fetters on rhe1r heeies, Let them live in a family where all 
exerciſes of religion are (tritly obſerued, and noliberty gi- 
ven toany lewd pratiſe, they are as weary of it as a 4 4 
ner of the Iayle, orone that is in little eaſe, and they think ir 
ſeauen yeares till they'be gone to ſome other place, where 
they may live asthey liſt. Thus men of peryerle minds, and 
corrupt mdgements cenſure Gods ſeryice to- be no- better 
then a ſad, dull, weariſome, and{lauiſh drudgerie.: Vngodly . 
men, that thinke ther's no mirth but in madneſſe; noſport 
but in doing miſchiefe; no contentment but in. pleaſing, the 
Divell and wicked luſts, noliberty at all but in licentiouſ- 
nefſe of living. Be (Ibeſeech you) better informed; and 
know that a fubie&t is a free man. though hee ſerues his 
Prince and obey his lawes:: A Sonne 1s a freeman although 
he live in feare and aw of his parents: A ſervant is afree 
man though ke liue in conformity to the lawes ofa Chriſt:. 
anmaſter, and the orders of a Chriſtian: family, Andſo a 
Chriſtian maniis then free, yea moſt free when he ſubmits: 
himſelfe to the lawes of God, as an obedient” ſubieR of his 
kingdome. This freedome he enioyes inpartin this life,but 
fully in the world to come, when he ſhall be perfe&tly freed 
from all inne and miſerie; when there ſhall be no. feare of 
being vnhappy , becauſe no- poſſibility '-of being finfull.. 
Certainly my Brethren, if there be in'vs any; ſenſe of our 
preſent-miſery, or expeRation ofthe future happineſſe of 
the Saints, we cannot chooſe but ſigh within our  ſelues 
with many prayers, wiſhes, and long” deſires, that wee w 
| Q- 
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ſo may be delinered from the bondage of corruption, into this 
glorious Libberty of the ſornes of God. 
Ifnow ( forconcluſion of all ) you aske me by what 
meanes this freedome may be obtained; Tanſwere briefly, 
there is no meanes but one, and that is Teſus Chriſt, All the 
Liberty wee haue is his purchaſe and from his gift,foras you 
haue heard, wee are bond(laues vnto fin, partly inregard of 
the puniſhment of it, partly in regard of the ouer-ruling 
wer thereof. Now 'tis Chriſt that ſets vs at liberty from 
both Chriſt by his blood purgeth vs from all our finnes, 
by taking the guilt and puniſhment thereof from vs. Chriſt 
by his ſpirit delivers vs from the power and dominion of 
ſinne, that it raignenotiin our mortall bodies, having fanRi- 
fied vs by ſending- the holy Ghoſt into our hearrs, For 
(where the ſpirit of the Lord ts there us liberty )as the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks,2, (r.3.17- So that euery way Chriſt is he that be- 
ſtowes on vs our Manu-mifſion, according as he himſelfe 
hereſpeaketh (sf that the ſonne ſhall make you free then are 
30% free indeed) wheretore this only remaines that we ſhould 
goe vnto Chritt ſeeke and ſue vnto him for our enlargment, 
intreat him to heare the crie of a priſoner and captiue,andin 
compaſſion of thee to afford his helping hand: for thy deli- 
very. Pray him to put himielfe betweene Gods wrath and 
thy ſoule, making peace for thee in heauen, by his bloody 


and meritorious ſacrifice, pray him to ſend forth into thine 


heart, the ſpirit of ſanRification,to regenerate and renew all 
the powers of ſoule and body,freeing them from that law of 
ſinne which naturally is in thy members, that by the, power 
_ ofthat inward grace, thou maiſt be able thenceforth to 
giue vp thy ſoule and body vnto God, as ſeruants of righ. 
teouſnetſe and holineflſe. Contefle to him and ſay:O Lord o- 
ther Lords beſides thee hane ruled oner mee,who haue robbed 
me of all grace, peace, comfort, happineſſe, honour and li. 
bertie, long haue I lived in grievous thraldom*, miſerabl 
oppreſſed and ſtreightned on _ fide, Satan, the _ . 
2 tae 
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the afFeQions of fin haue plaid the vnmercifull tyrants ouer | 


me,I haue beene wholy atrheir command, thinking ſpeaking 
and doing euery wicked thing they haue ſuggeſted: vato 
me, when 1 would'doe any good, evill is prefent - with mee: 
and aboue me, and lam heed with-ſuch -a- world of en- 
cumbrances that I cannot tell winch way to get out. Now 
Lord helpe me, breake theſe my bonds, vnlooſe theſe cords 


wherewitht amrtyed, free mefran this ſtreightneſſe, and 


bring my ſoule out into zlarge place:: Vndoe the: works of 
the Diuell, reſtraine his power, deſtroy | his kingdome, 
and vtterly overthrow the dominion of - finne within mee. 
Be thou my Lord and King,and doe thourule'ouer me, let 
thy word command me, thy ſpirit lead'me, thy power in- 
cline me toall fubie&ion vnto thee. Bid me doe what thou 
pleaſeſt,and make mee doe it,forbid me what thou diflikeſt, 
and keepe me from doing it, perſwade me by faire meanes, 

and if ftubborne force me by foule, exerciſe. ouer meall the 

authority of a Father, ofa Maſter, of aKing, ofa God. I 

ſubnit me'toall and am-content by any meanes ta be ouer. 
ruled, ſo'l may become a faithfull ſeruant in thy houſe, and 
an obedient ſubie& of thy kingdome, Fhis my feruice is 
my freedome, this freedo.ne is my happinefle, and for mee 
r0 be thus free and happy is thine honour. Now therefore: 
take vnto thee the glory ofall, and accept of my-ſervice 

who haſt purchaſed my liberty: vnto thee, O Chriſt I owe 

my ſoule, much more my obedience, I yeeld thee both 

and all that I haue or can doe, take all,command all, prote& , 

fanRihe and faue all, 


FINIS. 
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Ay people are deſtroyed for lathe: of knowledge : beranſe 
thou haſt reietted knowledge, [ will alſo reiett thee,thar 
thou ſhalt be no Prieit tome ; ſeeing thou haſt forgotten 
the law of thy God, 1 will alſo forget thy children. 


&# 'Heſe words containe a ſhort deela-: 
J ration of the miſerable-eftate of the 
Church of Iſrael in the daies of the 
holy Prophet, when the people they 
were ignorant , the Priefts they were- 
negligent, both were growne mon«- 
* ſtrouſly wicked,and all were likely: 
2 to be out ofhand moſt ſeverely pu-- 
| niſhed. fs 
The parts of this verſe are two. 

1+ Theſfinneand puniſhrent: of the people; their finne* 
is ignorance.\want of knowledge of God, his worſhipand' 
ſervice; their puniſhment is deftruQtion , or cutting off* 
partly by temporall judgments the Sword', Peſtitznce , Fa- 
mine and Captivity; which for their ignorance with other 
finnes ſhould come vpon them; partly by ſptrituall and eter- 
nall.iudgmentsin their certaine condemnation in Hell fire.. 
D 3 My, 
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th. 


[My people are deſtroyed for lacke of knowledg.] 
2 Theſinnes and puniſhment of the Prieſts who are in 
the next place particularly queſtioned as chiefe authors of 
that ignorance which was-among the people: their (inne is, 
that: They reveited knowledge and forgot the law of their God: 
The latter clauſe giues vs the meaning of the former : The 
law that was preſcribed vnto the Prieſts the ſonnes of Levi 
is expreſſed,Deut. 33.10. [ They ſhallteach Tacob thy indg. 
ments and Iſrael thy Law] and yet more fully, Mal. 2. 7. 
(The Prieſts lippes ſhould preſerne knowledge and they ſhould 
ſeeke the law at his month, for he # the "07 ahem of the Lord 
of Hoſts.) This then was the covenant that God had made 
with the ſonnes of Levs ; that beſides the offering vp of a - 
crifices for the people ; he ſhould provide for the inftruRion 
of the people in matters of religion : for which purpoſ* they 
are enioyned. 1. To haue the knowledge of Gods will 
for themſelues,that the law of God might be ſought at their 
mouth and knowledge preſerved in'their lips. 2. To bee 
ready and carefullto teach the ſame 'vnto * the people; fo 
farre as concerned their duty to knowe and praftiſe. Now 
at this time theſe Prieſts had forgottew .1.e. broken the cove. 
nant of Levi; and tranſgrefſed rhe commandement which 
God of old had given to the Prieſthood : being guilty of a 
double fault, 
1. Jenorance that they were not themſclues men of know- 
Icdge,ſuch as were skilfull and learned in the vnderftanding 
of the law able to informe others: but were as the Phariſes 
and Scribes in after times, Blind /eaders of the blinde. 
2. Negligence that they tooke no care in - teaching the 
— people according as they were bound by 
their office: Both theſe faults are ſignified vnto ' vs when 
the Prophet ſaith ( That the Prieſts had reiefted knowledge, ) 
meaning that they were ignorant themſclues, and negligent 
towards others : They had no knowledge for their owne 
part,or if any, yet they deſpiſed toteach it toothers. A fault 
| No 
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no-wayto be tolerated rin ſuch mer: & thereforeanthenext 
place you haue their puniſhment; which 1s conformable to 
their finne : They would not doe their dutie , God would: 
diſcharge them of their office; they reiefted knowledge with 
ſcorne and loathing: of ir, ( ſothe word is No&t@ ) God 
with as much diſdaine'reietts then from being Prieſts vto 
him: They had forgotten Gods law, God wonld likewiſe forget 
them and their poſterity, leaving them without reliefe when 
their deſerved-ſhame and miſery ſhould come vpon- them. 
Which fell out accordingly at the. finall deftrution of the 
kingdome of Iſraell, when Prieſts and people fared ' alike 
and were all carried away into- perpetual captivitiez where: 
they and-their poſterity remainedever, 
"The words being thus in-briefe opened to you , out of 
them. I commend to. your obſeryation this generall 
point of inſtruQtion,viz:; | 


ti. Afi 


Ignorance in matters of religion, be it in whomſoeveris 4 1 oftye 


hate full and dangerous ſinne, 
If it bee in-people 'tis naught; if in Miniſters 'tis much 
worſe, in whomſoeuer irbee *tis a finne wherewith-God is 


highly difpleaſedand which he will one day ſeuerely puniſh. 


That the truth ofthis may appeare vnto-you I ſhall endea- 
vour to vnfold vnto you the Quality. and Danger ofthis: 
finne alittle more at large : becauſe as ignorance is a com-: 
mon fault , ſo-men haue acommon opinion that it is a very. 
ſmall offence,ſcarce any at all, You will iudge otherwile ,it- 
you will duly conſider of it in theſe three reſpe&s, 

1. The Nature of it. 

2 The Cauſes of it « 

3 The Efetts of it. 
r. For the nature of :t you muſt knowe that ignorance is a' 
foule blemiſh of mans nature; a want of that perfe&tion 
which ſhould be in vs, if matters were now with-vs, as when 
God created vs,we Were made after Gods image , and aſin- 
- gular part of that Image was our knowledge , and-the moſt: 
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4 The miſchiefe of ignorance. 
.excelientpartof our knowledge was the vnderſtanding of 

all-divine: matters touching God and goodneſle , ſofar forth 
ias it was needfull for vs to vnderſtand them. Now nature 
- it ſclfe that hath planted in every one an vameaſurable defire 
; of knowing much, leades vs alſo to iudge how incompara- 
»ble an ornament ir is, where it may be attained. 

When wee thinke vpon the infuite knowledge of God, 
or vpon that exc-llent meaſure of knowledge in the Angels 
and bleſſed Saints departed, or in Adamin his innocencie, 
none is ſo tupid,and dull,as not to admire it 1nthem and to 
-wiſh for the like in himſcife, {o farre as he might. be capable 
Of it, In which caſe when wee looke backe fromthem toour 
ſelues,who can chooſe , but hang downe his head for very 
ſhame and griefe toſce God,and theſe bleſſed creatures in- 
babiting in ſo glorious .a- brightnefle and lightſomeneſſe 
whileſt himſelfe dwels in darknes compaſſed about with a 
blacke night of ignorance,errour,and obſcurity : He ſeeth as 
much difterenceb2tweene himſelfe and them z as betweene 
him that travailes by the cleare ſunne-ſhine and one that 
walkes by a candle. Knowledge is like the ſunne in the 
world,or the eie in a mans face: nothing would be more ru- 
full, and diſmall then the world without the light of the ſun, 
nor is any deformity in the face more notable then the want 
ofaneye: Andcertainely there is nothing more vgly to be. 
hold,thenthat foule which is darkned in its wnderſtanding 
through blindneſle and ignorance , being deflitute of the 
knowledge of God, of Chriſt, of grace, of Religion;the know- 
ledge whcreof is both light,and life vnto the ſoule. 

2 Inthenext place let vs conſider the cauſes of mans 1g- 
"eg they aretwo , both very bad according as the 
effec, 
1 Thefirſtis eAdams finne from whoſe fall this naturall 
corruption and weaknefſe is derived vato vs. Hee finned, 
and wen him: both are puniſhed among other great loſles, 
with the loſſe of thoſe glorious abilities of our rs” = 
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ding patt. It had once a power and large capacity to com- 
prehend all things both natural and divine : but ar'this time 
a very great weaknefſe and dinnefſe of fight is fatten vpon 
it in diſcerning natutall things: and for the knowledge of 
God and ſpirituall things it 1s growne even ftarke blinde. 
Hence: then is that firſt kinde of ignorance which wee may 
call naturait and invincible, Natural; becauſe cvery ſonne 
of + Adam brings it with him into the world by the courſe 
of his generation and birth : foraſmuch as every one is 
bome weake-fighted with this infirmity and diſability in 
kis vnderſtanding. Therefore in infants there ismorethen 
ionorantia pure negationss : tor being finnefulle, ignorance is: 
a part of their originall corruption,and ſo 'tis alſo,prave diſe 
Pp?/itionrs, they not only know nor by r:aſon of ag2; but are 
Hl diſpoſed to knowe by reaſon of the diſability ofthoir fin- 
full nature. Againe this ignorance is termed iwvincible , or 
ynavoidable, becauſe the naturall man alwaies continues in 
it,and cannot by his owne ſtrength ever get out: of it: bur 
onely by the - help of Gods ſpirit outwardly affording the 
meanes of holy knowledge and inwardly eniightning the 
minde to vnderſtand them aright as the Apolile ſheweth, 
2eCor.z. 13." WG | 
. 2. Ourowneſinne, jz: wilfull rebellion in negleQing 
and deſpifing all holy meanes of knowledge : when meanes 
are not they ſeeke not after them,when they be offer2d,they 
refuſe them,or v{e them with all careleſneſle and diſreſpe&: 
when men winke againſt the light , cloſing vp their eyes 
that it may not ſhine in their hearts : when they willnone 
of wiſdomes inſtructions, but ſtubbornely ſay to God, de- 
part from vs, for wee deſire not the hebets of thy waies. 
Hence is that other kinde of ignorance which wee cal, affe. 
ited, a fouler fault by farre then the former : when men 
know nothing and yet ſcorneto learne any thing: they will 
not heare , nor conferre , nor read, nor pray, nor vie any 
meanesto get *nowledge. tug are content to {it ſtilln _ 
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neſle,as the Egyptians were ſometimes forced to doe , nor 
firiuing one way or other , A miſerable condition , but [ 
ſhall tell you the reaſon ofit:they abide in darkneſlſe,becaule 
they are Joath toſceand to beſeens, Should.they come a - 
broad in the light, their manifold deformities and abonina-. 
ble corruptions would bee diſcouered. by the light of the 
word to their ſhame and gricte : they thould meet with 
many reproofes of their lewd courſes , many perſivations to: 
piety and obedience: all which they can by nd meanes en - 
dure;it is death to them toheare of their faults, when the 
are reſolued not to amend them: and they will bee wilfully 
wnorant ofthat , which being once knowne would often 
trouble their conſciences. This reaſon of mans wilfull affe- 
ed ignorance,Chrift giues,/oh. 3.19. 20. [ Light came into 
the warldgand men lowed darkneſſe rather thex light , becauſe 
their deeds were evill: for every manthat evill arth, hates the 
light either commoth tothe light leaſt his deeds ſhould be re 
proves.) Theſe are the caufes of this ignorance , originall 
corruption diſabling vs'to knowe , aRuall ſtubbornefle and 
trowardneſle;making vs vnwilting to knowe : wherefore ig. 
n2rance muſt needs be ill , that BY (o ill cauſes, where the 
root is rottenncſſe , you can looke for no fruit but corrup- 
tion. | | 
3- Comewein the third place tothe effects of it and you 
ſhall ſee ic is evill and hurtful in that regard. alſo. The 
fruits of ignorance are two. 1. Sinne. 2. Puniſhment. 
1-Sinne.. Ignorance isa ſinne it ſelfe and. it 1s a cauſe of ma- 
ny finnes: There be mother 6nnes *and this is one of them,a 
fruicfull mother not of dzvotion, as blinde Papiſts would 
haue vs belieue, but of iniquitie and imptette. An- tgnorant 
man is a wicked man; an ignorant Prieſt is a wicked Peſt, 
an ignorant people a finnefull people, 'Tis plaine by this 
very Chapter, (There s no trth , nor mercy; nor knowledge 
of God in the land ſaith the Prophet, ver.1. What followes 
thence,why this (by ſwearing and /ying, and killing, and _ 
| mg 


The miſchief of rgnor ance. 


—— — 
4 


l ing , and committing adulrery they breaks out and bload tow- 
cheth blood,verſi2, Againe, ( iſrael doh nor kyowe,” my peo« 
ple doth not confuler (aich the Prophet /{aizh, Chapr.rm.3, 
what of that, they might yer bee. devour , mt 
they not? No: read the complaint that followesTherevpon, 
verſe 3. ( Ah ſinueſall nation, apecople ludes' with iniquitie ; 4 
ſeed of evill deers,children that aye corrapters they han forſa- 
ken the Lord,they hane provoked the holy one of {rael,they are 
90110 away bathward.) See the fruits: of ignorance whereby 
men become Apoſtates from God, wicked inthemſehies, and 
corrupters of others: for ſo it is , they that knowe-no-good 
themſelues haue yet knowledge enough ro teach another 
to doe evill. Nor can this bee otherwiſe : for as much as 
where the heart is evill. the life will be wicked. Now an ig- 
norant perſon 4s devoide of grace; - $o-faith- the, Apoltle 
rouching the- Gentiles , that they were (' //frangers from the 
life of God through the ignorance that was in them , becauſe of 
the blindreſſe of their hearts ,Eph.q.8.) that is, they were de- 
ſtirute of all fauing and quickning power of Gods fpirit, 
they had no grace,no faith,no feare,no loue, notrue afteci- 
on to God or any ſpirituall goodnefle; they had neither care 
nor deſire of that they knew not: whence ver, 19. followes 
immediatly their lewd liues in that (being without ſenſe ( of 
goodnefle)they gane themſelues vuto wantonneſſe $0 worke all 
wucleaneſſe even with greedineſſe. ) For what will not a grace- 
lefſe ignorant man doe, who knowes not, but he may doe a- 
ny thing? He is blinde and cannot chooſe but Rumble at e- 
very blocke , daſh himſelfe againſt every poſt, tumble into 
every ditch: he is a ſhip without a Maſter that runnes at ad- 
venture with any winde , vponany rocke or ſhelte, It is 
Chriſts compariſon, Toh. 12.35, ( Hee that walketh in the 
darke knoweth not whether he goeth ) and fo isan ignorant 
man,he travels in the night: hee cannot ſe his way before 
him, he miſſeth at every turning, hee muſt leape hedge and 
ditch,8 yet ſtill the farther he goeth, the more he Wang. 
E 2 0 
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No good worke he takes in hand: but, hee failes ſtrangely in 
the performance,in every courſe of tus life hee goeth aſtray, 
through his greatfolly,and before he is aware runnes.-vpon 
a thouſand ſnares andtemptations the Divell hath ſet for to 
take him. You ſcethen ignorance 1s an  occaftion-of many 
finnes: but in particular let. mee giue you warning of two. 
{pcciall faults that ignorant men whaally runne into. 1, In- 
conſtancie in religion whether it bee in opinion or prati'e; 
for whmm-men-rake vpon. then: the profeſſhon of religion, 
belieuing,and pradtifing many things , -but are-not ableta 
giuean account of their. faith , nor tell any; found: ceaſon 
why, vpon what grounds, to what end they doeſuchand 
ſuch things: can it be expected, but that if theſe bee ſtrongly 
ſer vpon and pur to-it indeed, they will bee drawne without 
cd adoe tochange their mindes?We knowe what the A. 
polile peakes of thoſe filly wamer,who were almaies learning, 
and yet never came to the knowledge of the truth They were 
the fitteſt to beco.ne a prey.vnto falſe teachers and decei.. 
vers,who creeping inta their bonuſes & hearts, by cunning in- 
finuations deluded them,and:Yed rhem caprive to-any Cerro. 
neous opinion or praiſe. 2.Tim.3.6.7. Among vs; my bre- 
thren, intheſetimes wee have to blame men as well as wo-- 
men for this fault, The intolerable ignoranee of moſt 1s ſuſh-- 
cient witneſle to all the world., that there are not a few 
- whoſe religion is yet tochooſe, and for ought they knowe 
to the contrary,anothermay be as good as that which they 
profeſſe for the preſent , they bce Proteſtants in ſhew-, but 
_ they know as little what belongs to. true religion as th:'y 
doe of Popery : They. bee no more able to dittinguith be. 
rwoene tru» religionand falſe; rhen an.infant betweene the 
right hand and the left. And therefore if at any rime a Prieſt 
or Ieſuite,or other cunning Papiſtſet vpon them, they are 
ſtraight way puzzl-dand tftaggered: they haue nothing to 
anſwere in defence of their religion, but} you ſhall ee them 
preſently ferch't ouer with.fine words , and halte perſwaded 
ro; 
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to be of ariother opinion: yea did not civil reſpe&ts & tem- 
porall incoueniencesbeate them off from popery more then 
the knowledge or hatred of ſuch errors as Papiſts main- 
taine, there is nothing.could keepe them 1n that cate from 
revolting yhto their de, 

It is a needfull point,my brethren,to be thought on by vs 
& that ſerioully,eſpecially in theſe euill daics, wherein Satan 
and his complices'doe onall hands affault the Church of 
Gad, ſeeking to ſwallow her vp.Our brethren abroad are in 
ſore affliction, yct they-forfake not their. God, let's: pitty 
them, and.pray forthem, that they may continue faithfull 
even to the death, for ouc ſelues at home;God he knows we . 
' areasſinfull a people and haue deſerued as ſharpe a triall as 
our neighbours,let vs pray (till forthe life and fafery of our 
King,.the peace of our Church, the welfare of our ſtate, and 
let each onelopke to his owne particular walking in the 
light, whileſt wee haue the light getting knowledg & wiſc- 
dome,g faith,& zeale,that we may a4 faſt inthe profelſt- 
on ot Gods true religis, whatſoeuer danger may. betide vs. 
This of rhe firſt fault of ignorant men. The ſecond followes. 
2. Security or ſcnlleſneiſe in regard of finne or puniſhment. 
An ignorant perſon knowes not what itis to (inne , and 
therefore dares commit it, hee apprehends not what pu+- 
niſhrents belong to finne, and therefore hee makes no 
ſcruple of them : hee ſes no danger b-:fore it comes: 
and ſo he feares it not: whcn puniſhment coms vpon him he 
knowes not why or from whom it cones, 'tis with him as 
with Ephraim 5 Hol. 7* 9. ( Strangers hanue detoured his 
ſtrength and he k;owes it not: yea gray haires are here & there 
vpor: him, yet he knowes not) many markes of Gods anger are 
vpon him,yct he knowes and apprehends not by who n,or 
whertore he is ſmitten. You ſhall haue many a man pine a- 
way 1n his eſtate, vableſt and vnthriving in all his bufinefſcs, 
crolt with vngratious and diſobedient Children, vext with 
erill ſervants and;vnfairhfull troubled with an vnquier and 
diſcontented family, tormented with vniuſt ſutes in law, 
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ſlandered in his good name by falſe reports raiſed of him, 
yea diſquieted jm his foule with griefes and feares:yet mark 
this man-inall his vexations, & you ſe him ſenfible of no- 
thing bur preſent paines:he thinkes of nothing teſſethen of 
Gods hand and his owne finne in all this: God ſmites him 
for his coveteouſnefſe,vncleanenefſe,prophanenes,vabelcife, 
Atheifme with the ike notorious finnes he lives in: but the 
i2norant wretch neuer confiders of this, nor doth he any ot 
the more either turne to God that puniſheth him , or from 
his finnes for which he is puniſhed:hetoilesand mottes;rides 
and runnes vp and downe.trics now this way then that, en- 
treats one, bribes another afterall complaines of hts hard 
fortune and ill ſucceſle in all his aftaires. And yet ſee in the 
middl: of all this trouble he finnes as much as ever hee did, 
he fiveares, he drinkes,and coſens his neighbour as much as 
ever, he is as irreligiousas he was before, not any dutie 1 
of religion performed by himſelfe or with his family. more 
then at another time.No;he keepes his old wont 8& ventures 
on till in his evill courſes, hoping that times may change & 
matters amend one day. If he can but make any ſhift to ef 
cape the preſent ſmart ; that is all that he lookes after. Thus 
is the condition of many ſoules, who doe euill and are pla- 
gued yet doe euill{till: becauſe they be beſotted, 8 haue nor 
the wiſdome to ſee theirfinne, or feare their puniſhment. 
Thus much of the firſt effet of ignorance vx. ſinne, the 
ſecond followes. 
2 Puniſhment: (my people periſh) which is partly in this 
life, partly in that which 1s to come. In this life God often 
plagues themand puts the n to ſhame. This was one cauſe 
of the captivity of the Iewesas it is Eſay 5.13. (therefore 
my people 15 gone into captinity, becauſe they had no knowledg ) 
They ſeildome eſcape here: but hereafter they are ſure ro 
ſmart for it. Ignorance'is the highway to hell: and ignorant 
men, though they cannot x har but wender, yet they can.. 
not goe has wide as to miflc hell, It is the Apoſtles ſen- 
rence 
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tence 2.7 heſſ.1.8. Chrilt ſhall ſhew himſelte (i flaming fire, 
rendring vengance vinto them that doe not know God.&c.) 
God will be ftirange to then in that day, who are now 
ſtrangers vnto him. He will not know them then, who will 
none of his acquaintance now: they 7 to him, depart from 
vs we will not know thee, he ſhall then ſay tothem, depart fro 
me, 1 know you not: they that know not Gods waies,ſhall ne. 
ver enter into-his reft, they liue and dye without his feare 8 
out ofhis fayour. Thoſe that are blind will certainly fall in- 
to the ditch, as it is Ffath.rg5.14. except God doe in time: 
open their eyes, to ſee the danger and prevent it; 
Theſe thmgs thus explained, before we come to make 
application ofthe point ; it will not be amiſſe in our 
paſſage,to touch briefly vpon two queſtions needfull 
tobe reſolved. The firit 1s, 
T HWhether ignorance of a mans duty, doe in any ſort excuſe- 
his not doing of it. 

To this I anſwere in brizfe: Tgnorance in thoſe things we 
are bound to know doth not excuſe a fault committed by 
reaſo1 of it. The reaſon 1s manifeſt, becauſe one (finne can-- 
not excuſe another. Now in this caſe it is firſt a finne not 
ro know our duty, becauſe we were bound to know it:and 
then it is a finne not to doe our duty, becauſe we alſo ought 
to haue done it. Andrthough weearc ſofarre fron being 
rxculed, that wee are ina double fault, and dcſerue double 
blame, for being ignorant and difobedient;neverthelefle this 
muſt be ob{erued; that a ſinne committed through 6mple 
1gnorance is not ſo great 2 fault as that which. is committed 
through wiltull ignorance or againlt knowledge. He th t 
| ſinnes againft his — is aNotorious and preſunptu- 
| ous offender and deſerves fevereſt puniſhment according to: 
| taat of Chriſt. Luk.12.47; (T hat ſervant that knew bis ma- 
. ſters will and Oo not himſelfe nether did according to bus 
will, ſhall be beaten with many ſtripes )and alſo that of $.Iames. 
G. 44 16. 17,(To himthat kyoweth how to doe well, and doth it 
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zot, to him it i ſine ) with a witneſle, a great finne'preat{ 
to be puniſhed, Apaine h2 that Ginnes out of wilfull igno- 
rance, becauſ* careleſly and ſtubboraly he neglefs and con. 
temnes all mcaaes of knowlzdye, that are afforded him,this 
mans fault is not a iot lefſned but aggravated by his igno. 
ranc?, nor hath he any excuſe in the world for his ill doing 
who might if it had pleaſed him have knowne the way how 
to haue don? better. But now he that finnes out of fimple 
ignorance, whrre there is no froward,ſcornefull, careles nog- 
lect of meanes of knowledge, this mans finne is ſomewhat 
1-fle then the others, yet 'tis a finne (till, This is manifeſt by 
that of our Sauiour Luke 12, 48. (be that kyew it not, yer did 
commit things worthy of ſtripes, he ſhall be beaten with few 
ſtripes) he ſhall be beaten though he did it out of pure igno. 
rance, yet but with few ſtripes, and that becaule he did it ig- 
norantly.So Paul ſomewhat excuſeth his p:rizcution of the 
Churca becauſe *rwas done out of an ignorant zeale: but yet 
for all that he accoſits ofhimſelfe as he was,cuen at that time 
a very great inner. (1 was ſaith he a blaſphemer and a perſe- 
cutor,and an oppreſſor, but I was receined to mercy becauſe 1 
4'd it ignorartly through vnbeleife)1.Tim.13.Andain like fort 
doth the Apoltle Peter ſomewhat quallify that great finne 
of crucifying Chriſt the Lord of life: wh-revnto the common 
people and many of the rulers ignorantly conſented, being 
miſled and ill adviſed by the prieſts,Phariſees and other ma- 
litious enimies of Chriſt, («And row brethren 1 krow that 
through ignorance ye did it, as did aiſo your Gomernors) ſaith 
Pcter to the Iewes, As 3. 17. $0 much allo our Saviour 
implies in that ſp:ech of his to the Phariſees, who proudly 
arrogatcd to themſelueues all knowledge(/fyee were blind ye 
ſhould not haue linne)had they indeed beene fimpl» & 1gno- 
rant, their finne in perſecuting Chriſt,and oppoſing the Go- 
ſpell, had bcene much leſſe hainous.(But now yee ſay,veeſec, 
therefore yonr ſinre remaineth ) vnexculable, vnpardonable 
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and his doarine. /ohn.g.qr. This of the firſt queſtion, the 0- 
pening whereof confutes the fillinefle of many ignorant me 
who think verily becauſe they haue no knowledg,that God 
will hold rhem excuſed for their good meaning fake. 
The ſecond queſtion 15, | 
2 What meaſure of holy knowled ge & required of each one? 
For anſwere herevnto,you mult put a difference between 

mens abilities, and gifts of nature orgrace,8 alſo between 
mens callings and dwerſe imploiments.For the firſt, all men 
are not alike qualified with inward abilities; There is not 
the ſame faſtnefle of memory, quickn:ſle of apprehenſion, 
ſoundnes of iudgment in one,that is in another,nor haue all 
the like benefit of outward helpes in their education, for the 
perfe&ing of ſuch good parts,as nature hath lent the. Now 
Goddeales equally,where he beftows much there he lookes 
for much againe; where —_— little, there he requires but 
little. He that naturally is ilow of witt, dull of conceipr, 
ſhort of menorie,weake in judgement, ſuch a one would 

ittied and louingly helped forward fo farre in knowledg as 
bh weaknefle will giueleaue. And menſhall doe ill to 1a 
heauie burdens on thoſe, ro whom God hath giuen but 
weake ſhoulders to beare them. But when men can ſheywy 
witt enough in other matters, and haue all abilities ofminde 
ro ferue their turne in inferior imployments, to apprehend, 
diſcourſe, plot and contriue matters as they liſt, and 
the ſame men, be dunſes in all religious knowl-dge,they are 
incxcuſable, and mult anſwere for th:ir vnthanktu neifſe;and 
mitimployment of that talent he hath given vato them, 
Th.s thereis a difterence in regard of mens abilities;there is 
allo a difference in reſpe&t of mens diverſe callings. God 
doth not require the ſame meaſure of honour or know!edge 


of a lay man,which he doth ofa miniſter, ofa plaine man,ge 


of a ſcholler, of a- private perſan.and of a publike goucrnor, 
Here the rule is.T hat God requires of every one ſo much hnow. 
leage, that he may know how in his _ to earry himſelfe in 
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£ T7 wiſdome aud vnblameableneſſe. He may not come ſhort, 


nor yet goe beyond his bounds, but duly conſidering what: 
b.longes to his place, he muſt ſtudy to be throughly infor- 
med thereof. Moreouer this mult be obſcryed in gencrall 
rouching all men, of whatſoeuer calling or gift: that no man 
can attaine toany ſuch degree of knowledge, that h: ſhould 
therewith reſt himſelfe conteted,& ſceke no farther; the wi. 
ſeſt know but in part.& they may know more perfection is 
to be ſought Rees it will neuer be had in this life, & there- 
fore me muſt be (till thriving in theknowlodg of God ſchol.. 
lers muſt ſtudy (till, Miniſters preach, people muſt heare 
Rill, all muſt grow richer in this treaſure of ſpirituall wile. 
dome. In a word no man mult ceaſe learning, till God giue 
ouer teaching. And know this that the man, who bewailes 
his ignorance, and daily ſearches after knowledge, in the vic 
of good meancs, he ſhall gaine this advantage, firſt th: little 
knowledge which he hath ſhall doe him much good, & then 
induetime, his ſtock ſhall increaſe according to that pro-. 
miſe (ro him that hath(and vieth it well,al be grnen(more) 
& he ſhall haue abmndance) Let thus much (uffic: to be ſpoke 
for the vnfolding of the nature ofthis finne, Come wee in 
the laſt place to make application of all vnto our owne vſe.. 
1 Thefirſt vic hall befor reprehenfion ofthe 1gnorant 
perſons, whoſe fault is here declared to be great, and 
their condition miſerable : which notwithſtanding, 
there are in the world many patrons of this fine, who both. 
in opinion and practiſe detend this finne and approue it. I 
ſhall name vnto you two ſorts of them, 
1 Papiſts, who.makeadire& profefiion of rhis ſhameful. 
ſinne, with them the beſt way fora man to. doe his duty is 
notto know it at all: and no, devotion is conparable to- 
that which is blind, nor any ſervice like that which is beaſt- 
ly, and vazcaſonable. Let an ignorant Catholke that can 
reade neuer aletter, nor vnderſtand ſcarce a ſyllable in the 
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_ of his catechiſme, let him yrt holdfaſt by his ghoſtly fathers 

ſleeue,doe as he bidshim,cone to Church and heareLattine 
ſervice, reade lattine prayers.doe he knowes not what, yea a- 
ny thing the Prieſt commands him, and then they'le warrat 
him cockſure from falling into the ditch, be he neuerſo 
blinde. Let Paul finde fault with zeale without knowledge. 
Rom.10.2.3.'Tis no matter what he ſaith,they'le contradi& 
him to his teeth, and tell vs as they teach their people, that 
ignorance is the beſt mother of true Catholike devotion, Ini 
which impudencic ſome haue gone {© farre of late daies, as 
tFere a new order of friers, whoſe very rule,and profeſſi. 
on was ignorance of all things except Chriſt, and the virgin 
Mary. It is not pofſible that all things ſhould have comen to 
this paſſe amongſt them, were there not knavery in the bu- 
finefſe,But the truth 1s this, Popery 1s one great parte of the 
kingdome of darkenefle, and for the ſupport hereof, it was 
needfull to ſhut out the light for feare of diſcouering their 
ſecret abominations.If their deeds were good why doe they 
hate the light? If their opinions were ſound, why are they a- 
fraid of Seripture? 'Tis ſelfe guilrineſſe breeds thoſe feares 
and icaloufies, And that Atheiſticall flander of Gods word, 
that the Scriptures are obſcure, that the reading of the Bible 
will make men hereticks, 1n ſhorr, the beſt conſtruction wee 
can make oftheir Praiſes in this kinde 1s , that they mis 
ſtruſt Popery would downe, if people had but know go 

ef 


to ſee their villanies and errors: they ſee the credit of Pri 
& Priers would downe, who now be the only admired 0. 
racles of knowledge among their ignorant people, & which 
15 more, thoſe ſlow bellies. and exill beaſts, fe , would coſt 
them much paines, and toile to bring their people to know= 
ledge, after ſo long negle& of that courſe, wherefore they fit 
ſtill, grow lazieand fat, whilſt their people is well enough 
content to be yntaught,and (o to periſh in their ignorance, 
Idolatry, and Supetſtition. 
2 Proteſtants amongſt whom _ hayea number which 
2 are 
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are Papiſts in their practiſes; what eucr they be in their opi- 
nions. Among vs manythere-be that hane /eft off to wnder- 
ftand and doe goodas it is Pſal.36,3,men of ill liues,and jgno. 
rant mindes,that out of carelcſneſſe or contempt profit nut 
one iot,either in knowledg or obedicce of the Goſpell. This 
is a raigning finne that ſpreads farre and wide ouer all quar- 
ters of the land, a ki:ling finne that (laies thouſands of loules, 
Which fail daily intothepit and ſnare, before they are aware. - 
that evill is toward then. Tis the grand ator for hell and 
that,wherin the devill hath ever laboured by deepeſt polices 
to keepe men from —— either that they might mr 
haue the meanes, or not profit by thE,when they had them. 
| What ſhall We ay, my brethren, tothe hmageble Ignorice 
amongſt people: fall we excuſe it? tis not poſſible. For / 
demand inthe Apoſtles words. Rem. 10.18. (hane they nor 
all heard the Goſpeli? no doubt the ſound thereof hath gone 
through all the land, and the words thereof tothe endofthe 
earth )All means of knowledge haue beene plentifull amonſt- 
vs, Preaching, Catechizing,Printing.and all theſe for a long. 
time, ſixty yeares and vpward, fo that one would thinke. 
now all might know the Lord from the greateſt to the: 
meanelſt:and if ever in any,now in Our country might be ful. 
filled that of Habbakkuk, c.2.14-(the earth ſhall be filed with, 
the knowledge of the glory of the-Lord, as the waters cover the 
ſea ) If in any particular place meanes haue beene ſcant, and. 
the people haue had but little inſtruQion, ill may they thrive: 
with their idleneſſe,by whoſe negligence God, people haue 
eriſhed for lack of knowledg. And if an ſuch heare mee, 
let them be intreated.in the bowels of Chriſt Teſus, to haue- 
more pitty and compaſſion on the poore ſoules. which goe 
aſtray, as ſheepe which haueno ſheepheard. But, my bre.. 
- thren, you muſt know, that this excuſe will not ſerue the- 
turne Miaſer if miniſters will not teach, weneed not learne; 
No,ifthty will not, ſecke where thou maieſt, and doe nor 


thou throw away thy ſelfe, becauſe another is careles of thy. 
ER lafety- 
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ſafety. But of all wit excuſe will they haue , who hane 
beene borne and bred vp in pariſhes that haue had preachin 
almoſt time out of mind, Here one would thinke in yok. 
of time and meanes,men might be teachers rather then T-ar- 
ners:but 'tis nothing ſo.Here alſo ſhall you meet with hun. 
dreds th.it hadneed be taught their very A.B.C. in matters 
of religion: 'tis no marvell to {ce children or yong men igno- 
rant,when you ſhall haue old men fifty , fixty , yea eighty 
yearegold,whole gray haires ſhew that they haue had time: 
enough tolearne- more wit, yet in.caſe to bee ſet toſchoole as 
gaine for their admirable ſimplicity in the knowledge ofre-. 
ligion. They'le ſcorne to-be queſtioned, but doe bur get them 
ina good moodand talke with them: abour religion: , aske 
them the meaning of the Articles of faith.of the RY in 
the Lords prayer,or of other common points in Catechiſme; 
and marke their anſweres , you ſhall ſee them ſoſhuffle and 
fumble,ſpeake halfe words,and halfe ſentences, ſo hacke and 
hew. at it, that you may almoſt ſweare they ſpeake they 
know not what'of matters out of their element:though they 
be the wiſeſt and craftieſt headed men in a pariſh, take them 
in other matters; yet in-theſe things; you would thinke vert- 
ly they were borne ſtarke naturalls and Idiots : they will 
ſometimes ſhape you ſuch ſtrange , abſurd , and vnexpeRed' 
an{weres to your queſtions that whan a man cannot chooſe: 
but. pitty them, he hath much adoe to forbeare laughing at' 
them. Let me tell g ſtory that I haue heard from areverend: 
man Out of the pulpit; , a place where none ſhould dare to- 
tell alie; of ag. old man aboue fixty, who liued and diedin 3. 
pariſh,where there had beene preaching almolt all his- time, 
and for the greateſt part twice on the Lords day, beſides at- 
extraordinaty.times. This man was a conſtant hearer as any 
might be,& ſeemed forward in the loue of the word; on his 
death bed being queſtioned by: a miniſter, touching his 
faith and hope in God: you will wonder to heare what an-- 
lyerc he made ; being demanded, what he thought of God, 
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he anſweres that he was a good old man : & what of Chrift, 
that he was 4 towardly young youth: and of his ſoule , that 
it was agreat bon? in 4 body, and what ſhould become of 
his ſoule after he was dead,thatifhe had done wel he ſhould 
bee put intoa 'pleaſant greene meddow. Theſe anſweres 
aſtoniſhed thoſe that were preſent to thiake how it were 
ofible,for a man of good vnderitanding, and one that in 
is daies,had heard by the leaſt two or thouſand ſer. 
mons,yet on his deat bed in ſerious manner thus to deliver 
his opunyuon in ſuch maine points of religion , which infants 
and ſucklings ſhould not be jgnorant of.. But, my brethren, 
be aſſured this n.an is not alone,thereb2 many hundreds in 
his caſe, who come to Church and heare much , happely a 
hundred ſermons and a halfe in a yeare: yet at yeares end,are 
as much the better for al.as the pillers of rhe Church againſt 
which they leane, or the pewes wherein they fit. A matter 
greatly to be lamented, and ſharply reproued , that wiſe 
men, politicke men,graue men, great men , tich men , men 
that carrie the name of Chriſtians , ſhould yet bee ſuch very 
children in all godly knowledg. Wherefore in thenext place 
let this be for exhortation, 
1 ToMinifters, that they would bee carefull to teach the 
people: if people periſh for want of knowledge, ſhall Mini. 
ſters eſcape who are ncgligent in teaching ? Bee ſure of it, 
both ſmart together,they for their ignorance, theſe for their 


negligence: ſuch miniſters haue their doome in my Text (be... 


cauſe thon haſt retetted knowledge, 1 will alſo retett thee ) The 
people ſhal indeed periſh in their ſins,but their bloud &c.whoſe 
office it was to inſtruct, admoniſh, reproue, entreat, and by 
all meanes to tumethe people from their evill waies.Oh that 
ſuch men would be pleaſed ro conſider, that the beſtſervice 
they can do,the greateſt honour they can attaine vats, is to 
bee faithfull labourers in Gods vineyard ! What a honour 
and happineſſe is it to a man,to be made a common bleſſing 
vnto all men round abour him, to be eiesto the blind , leggs 
io 
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ro the lame, a mouth to the dumbe , a ſtaffe to the feeble,a 
phyſitian to the ſick, a counſellour in hard caſes,a watchman 
in danger,a captaine in conflicts, ſo muctt and much more 
is a miſter vnto his people, if he doe his duty ashe ought. 
And vnworthy they are of that office , who ſcorneto take 
the paines that belongs to it,or thinke it an eafie , or ſmall 


mattertoſfauea ſoule from death. But happely I ſpeake to+ 


them that heare me not: wherefore the next exhortation 15. 
2 Topeople, that they would take notice in theimſelues 


of this foule finne to amend it, Some men are ignorant of 


this like men in the darke,thinking themſelues faire, becauſe 
they ſeenot their owne deformities ; Cone now then into- 
thelight; looke on thy ſelfe , ſee what an ignorant wrerch 
thou art, bewaile it, repent of it, amend it, Bee aſhamedin 
your ſelues,of that which you are aſhamed of , when. any 
man takes notice of it,bluſh at your ignorance , and heare 


wharthe ſpirit of God faith to you, Prow.1.22.( How long yee 


ſimple ones will yee lowe ſimplicity &c.)If a man eall you-tools 
and fimple perſons, you'le bee angry with. him, now God 
calls yo1 fo;be angry with your ſelues, bee aſhamed of your 
{clues that God ould {till call you fimple,ſcornfull, fooliſh, 
becauſe ignorant, diſob:dient men. Say now in thine owne 
heart, how fooliſh, how brutiſh haue I bene ? How like a 
beaſt,nay how much worſe then a beaft haue I lived > The 

oxe knoworh his owner the aſſe his maſters crib, but I haue not 

knowne or conſidered awght ; ſurely I hauc not in-mee the vn- 
d-ritanding of man: whar folly andiimplictty is this in me, 

to know any thing, but what I ſhould knowe , God.and his 
goodneſfe,my ſetfe and my dutic > How many ſermons haue- 
I heard in vane? How often haue] diſcouraged my miniſt-r 
making him weepeand ſigh in ſecret to fee 1olittle fruit of 
his miniſterie. Ignorant I was when he firſt came to-the pa- 
riſh, andnow after many yeares am ignorant ſtill. I ſee yong 
men yea little chuldren can giue a better reaſon, yea 0 26s. 

more ſoundly to points of Catechume then I can. Think th - 
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withthy4elfe , and then grow into reſolution to take a new 
courſe, begin to doe that which is never to0 late to be done, 
to knowe God,and which waies thou maiſt worſhip and 0- 
bey him, reſolue to take all opportunities , to ſpare as many 
houres as thou canſt for the purchaſing of this heavenly wif. 
dome. Andleaſt that here alſo thou ſhouldſt plead igno. 
rance: that thou wouldft get knowledge ifthou kneweſt 
which way,ncarken a little ro ſome dire&ions. The meanes 
whereby knowledge will be gotten are theſe. 
x Heating the word of God preached : this is the chiefe 
meanes wherevnto you muſt giue all diligent heed,God hath 
appointed it for this end.to the inſtruction of the ignorant, 
and it goes accompanizd with his ſpeciall bleſſings to that 
purpoſe. Whereforeſit not at home, lienotabed , when 
thou ſhouldſt be at Church: Come and come often,eſpecial- 
ly onthe Lords day, and in the wecke too when occaſion 
" Anz ſpare an houre for a ſermon as well as two fora play, 
Gr a feaſt,idle chatting,or doing nothing. When thou co- 
melt to Church, come with a minde to learne, ſet thy ſelfe in 
ood earnefi to heedthe Preacher, marke what doctrine hee 
delivers.how he proues,how he applics it. Keepe tie point 
he ſpeakes of in thy memory as he goes along , and if thou 
be ſhort witted.helpe thy ſelfe with thy pen;gazenot, ſle:pe 
not.talke not,thinke net of this and that buſineſle, fixe thy 
cies ypon the Preacher, and thy thoughts vpon his words, & 
beſure ſo to carty the matter th:t ſomething may be gotten 
by an houres diſcourſe, But there is another thing ro bee 
thought on in theſecond place, and that is. 
2 Meditation,a dutic every way neccſſary after hearing: 
men thinke they haue done enough, ifthey fit out the ſer- 
mon and hearken attentiuely whilſt the preacher is inſpea- 
king: but as ſoone as the preacher hath done,they haue done 
r00: they neither thinke , nor ſpeake more of it, every man 
ſorts himſelfe with his friend and companion , and then in 


Church or Church-yard,or as they goe home , an _ 
idle 
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idle queſtions beasked and anſwered about this man , and 


that,this buſineſſe,and that, this bargaine, or that, but nota» 


word touching any thing they heardat Church : ſo that by 
the time they come home, the foules of the ayre haue pick- 
ed yp all theſeed,that laye ſcattered , and careleſſely vnco. 
vered,the Sermon is quiteflcd and gone from their mindes. 
Cometothemand clappe them on the ſhoulders, and fay, 
now for a wager where was the preachers Text ,- what re- 
member you of the points hee diſcourſed of; they can tell 
you no more what hee ſaid , then the man in the moone. 
My bretheren, I beſeech youtakenotice of this fault, and 
thinke of it, as that maine cauſe , why there. is o much 
preaching and hearing , and yet people do: ſtill remaine 
as ignorant, as wickedas ever. Here's the cauſe , the Prea- 
cher doth his part , they will not doe theirs, they heare rhe 
S:rmon at Church and taere they leaue it, but never carry 
home any thing to make it their owne by often meditating 


on it. Wherfore remember henceforth that a Sermon is but 


halfe heard,that is onely heard from the preach-rs mouth. 
The greateſt part is.yet behinde to. bee performed by thy 
ſelfe at home.Goe homethen,thinke of it as thou art in the 
' way,thinke of it when thou art inthine houſe: take time to 
recall things to mind, doe it with thy family,doe it with thy 
ſelfe; in thy cloſet,vpon thy bed, ſay ſucha finne was repro. 
ved today, am1,hauelI beene guilty of it? Such a dutie was 
vrezd ypon me, doe I praQtiſe it or no? Such agrace was 
commended ynto mee, haueT ſuch a grace? Such a rule was 
preſcribed me,doe1 follow it or not? Ifmen would bee per. 
ſwaded to make triall of this courſe , thus to digeſt what 
they heare, they ſhould finde(as others haue done) a plenti- 
Full increaſe of ſauing knowledge in a ſhort time , whereas 
now they thrive not a 1ot , by their daily hearing many 
yeares together. 

3- Conterence with thoſe that are able to giue vs refolu » 
tion in difficult caſes: or with FU that deſire it from vs; 
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A point wherein men are generally defeQiue. Obſerue all 
the diſcourle of men when they meecte together, not the 


hundred part is touching religion: you ſhall haue a table 


ſometimes furniſhed with as choice men as meats, men of 
learning, iudgment, and experience inall kindes , able men 
to benetit others that are preſent, by ſeaſonable and fitting 
diſcourſe: Yet tis ſtrange toſee two or three hour?s eaten 
vp, and _— ſpoken to any Purpoſe, for which a man 
may ſay when he is gone, that he hath beene the berter for 
their company. As for ordinary mectings, *tis ſo that it 
is ſcarce good manners, to moue a queſtion of divinity, for 
feare of matring all the mirth, if you doe, you are like to 
anſvyer your ſelfe to your owne queſtion, they are preſent- 
ly mute as fiſhes, and haue not a word to ſay.A great dinne 
there was before and much chat: but ſuch a queltion is like 
a (tone hurld in among a company of frogs, that make a 
fowle noiſe, but vpon the fall thereof they are fraight as 
Nill as may be. This is a fault but not the greateſt in this 
kinde: we will not reſtraine conference to tables;there be o- 
ther places, that are happily more fit, the miniſters houſe, 
the learned mans ſtndy, Ficher people ſhould reſort to cn. 
quireand be reſolued mm points of knowledge and praQiſes 
that doe concerne them. But how long ſhalla Miniſter fit 
in his ſtudy, before any. of his pariſh will trouble him abour 
any ſuch matters. Lawyers & Phyſitians are thronged with 
clients and patients at all houres, day and night : for adviſe 
about matters of body and eſtate: but who knocks at the 
miniſters doores calling for his helpe for their ſoules; S* tell 
mce how ſhall I vnderitand fuch a place of ſcripture, make 
me to conceiue ſucha point of Divinity, adviſe me how 
ſhall I get ſuch a grace, avoide ſuch a finne ; ſucha tempta- 
tion; what were I beſt to doe in ſuch a caſe of conſcience. 
Miniſters Iam ſure co.yplaine much of the backwardneſſe 
of people in this point, not that they loue to be ſought to, 


ax look for a fee, but becaul; they ſeeke their peoples youe 
and, 
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and would gladly take all opportunities, to encreaſe know= 
ledge in them, whoſe ignorance they cannot but pittie ar 
commilſerate. Wherefore my þrethren,learne a point of wile 
dome to take notice of all doubts, and when in reading or 
hearing thou meetelt with any thing thou vnderſtandeſt not 
keepe it in minde till thou maiſt haue a fit occaſion to get 
a reſolution. Where ever thou comeſt be not aſhamed to 
miniſter occaſion of good diſcourſes, that others may bee 
the better for thee, and thou for thein before ye part. 
4 Private reading of the Scriprures, and other bookes 
tending to Godly inſtruftions. A courſe if duely obſerued 
that would bring a great deale ofknowledge, eſpecially in 
this our age, where the preſſe is as fruitfullin good bookes 
as the pulpet is of good Sermons. No booke of Scripture 
but you haue the expoſition of ſome learned man vpon it, 
no point of divinity but you ſhall finde itlargely & plainly 
handled in ſome treatiſe or other. A great bleſſing to this 
age,if men would be wiſe to make vle of it, butthe truth 
is, men haue as little regard of printing as they haue of 
preaching. Looke to the ordinary ſort of people; they doe 
not reade ſcarce one chapter of the bible in a weeke, Imay 
fay in a yeare, ſo ignorant that they can hardly finde the 
booke whence the preacher takes his text, or how to di- 
ſtinguiſh betweene Apocrypha and Canonicall Scripture. 
How many are there of good ſort & faſhion that haue read 
much and many great volumes, which yet cannot fay at 
cigity years old, that in all their life they haue read over the 
Bible, A booke that is none of the biggeſt, but is ofall the 
beſt, What can wee pretend for this monſtrous negligence? 
canl(t thou not reade? blame thy friends and parents tor the 
time thou waſt achilde; fince that blame thy owne folly. 
Any one may learne to reade, that hath wit to learne any 
thing. But thou haſt no mony to buy bookes: what? hatt 
thou mony to ſpend in a taverne, to play away at cardes & 
Dice, to buy lace and needleſſe heperifaining ot apparell,and 
G3 = _  haft 
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haſt thou not mony to buy a Bible ; or any other good 


Booke? for ſhime ſay notſo. But! haue notime to read; for 


any thing el time enough,to doc nothmng , to lie a bed till 
1n09ne,to ſit two or three houres at dinner or ſupper, togoe 
to ſtick a friend and there ſpend halfe a day , to luch a friend 
and there {perd anctner,to doe any chare that comes in ex- 
traordinarily. Away With thoſe excuſes; 'tis certaine, my 
brethren.there is no caliing be it of never ſo much employ. 


ment,but of twentie foure houres, they may if they liſt ſpare: 
two at the leaſt for religious imploiments - yea more if they 


bee wiſe and thriftie of their time. But I cannot- buy- all 


bookes, not read all;nor would any man haue thee doe fo: 
but buy ſome, read ſome, canſt thou not tell which are belt- 


and moſt profitable ? Then aske counſell of the skilfull , that 
are able to advile thee. But learning is a hard matter,and *tis 
not for plaine folke to vnderftand the Bible. No; is it not? 
Then God is to0 blame that hath written a word for the 1n- 
{truRion of all, which yet none but Schollers ſhould vnder. 
land: bur know this is nothing but an excuſe for thy ſloth » 
tulnes,learninsg is hard; becauſe thou art vnwvling to learne: 
otherwiſe the tpirit of God hath teſtified that knowledge 
19plaine, and eafie to him that will vnderſtand. And doe 
but trie, taking but - that paines in the ſtudy of. religion, 
which thou doſt in many needlefle imployments : and cx. 
perience ſhall tell thee , that wiſdome isto bee found of all 
that doe ſeeke her And yet my -brethren becauſe the Well 
is deepe,and you may plead , that you haue not wherewith: 
to drawe: let mee tell you in the laſt place of one meanes 
more to get knowledge , which bleſſeth all th>forenamed: 
helpes,and that is. 

5 Prayers vnto God, thathe would giue-thee an vndec- 
ſtanding heart,to know the myſteries of falvation , that he- 
would open thine eies,to ſee the wonders Of his law. That 
light which is in thee muſt come downe from the father of 
lights,and valcſſe Rill thou meane-t0 fit ix datknefſe , thou 


muſt: 


as os as —_— —_— a. *: '< 


The miſchieſe of ignorance, 


_————— 


muſt haue recourſe vnto God, praying him that he would 
ſBine into thy heart to gine thee the Vee of the knowledge of 
the glory of God in the face of Teſs Chriſt. And remember 
this that he who ſcekes for the knowledge of matters of re. 
livion, by the ſtrength of his own* wit and other naturall 
parts, without humble and faithfull ſupplications for Gods 
alſiſtance in this behalfe;ſuch a man is in danger to be miſled 
into many erroneous and hereticall opinions: for if in an 
thing; much more in the matters of religion is that mo 
true: he that 1s a ſcholler vnto his owne reaſon , hath cer. 
tainly a foole to his maſter. Wherefore wee are to put on + 
an hunbleand ſober minde, intreating his direion,8& ſub- 
mitting our reaſon to his wiſdome, 

Now my brethren doe theſe things and proſper, haue an 
eare open to heare the word, a heart readie to meditate On 
it, a tongue ſeaſonablieto talke of it, aneye diligent toread - 
it, and with all theſe 10ine heartie praier, that thou maicſt 
vnderſtand it aright; and then be thriving and ſuccesfull 
in holy knowl:dge:though thy talent be as yet bur ſmall; 
yet follow this courſc,and after a very little paines and pa- 
r1ence, thou ſhalt ſee for certaine,that this trafique will re- 
rurn? thee ten for one, even a large increaſe ofall ſpirituall 
knowledge. The gain2 whereof ſhall bring much glorie, 
to that thy heauenly maſter that ſer thee on worke, and to 
thee his good and faithfull ſeruant, a bountifull reward for 
thy labour, | 
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HEB. 3- 12. 23» 


Take heede leaſt there be in ” of you an evill haart of Vn» . 
beleife, in departiug from the lining God,&e, | 


HE words containe in them 
a ſerious exhortation to per- 
ſeverance in the profeſſion of 
the Goſpell of Chriſt, The FI 
occaſion is from the Com- 
pariſon which the Apoſtle 
makes betweene Coſes and 
Chriſt, and betweene the 
Church ofthe Iewes, and of 
the Gentiles vnder Chriſt; - 
Moſes and Chriſt agreeing, 
inthat both are faithfull to him that appointed them in 
the execution of their office: arty differ, in that CHoſes 
is but a ſcruant in the houſe of , Chriſt is the. ſonne, 
Moſes governedas a delegated officer, Chriſt rules as a ſo. 
ueraigneLord of the Church, the houſe which himſelfe hath 
built, hauing purchaſed it with his blood, reard it vp- with 
his ſpirit, preſeruing it by his power, therefore he is iuſtly 
Lord of it as of his owne, and ſo he hath the preheminence 
aboue Moſes. The Church vnder Moſes and vnder Chriſt, 
what ever difterence there be in other matters, yct in this: 
| they. 
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they are in one and theſare condition, that as there reve. 
rence was required vnto Moſes,ſo now obedience is requi. 
red vnto Chrift.[t was to no purpoſe forthe lewesto plead 
they were Moſes diſciples, the peculiar people of God,cho- 
ſen of him, graced by fm with ſo many favours,if yet in the 
meane time they hardned theiz hearts, and would not 
heare Gods voice; but provoked him by their 1dolatries, 
murmuriags, & other d-ſobedicnees, tempted him through 
Infidelity, and deſpiſed his word, and maryeilous wond:rs 
wrought among them. In this -caſe no priviledge could 
helpe rhem, they ſhall ſurely ſmart for their diſobedience, 
and if God may be belieued vpon his oath they inausz dif 
pl-aſed himTo much, that they ſhall neverenter 1nts his re}, 
The very ſame thing the Apoltle applies voto Ciiriftians, 
they are the Church of Chriſt , members of the body of 
Chrif, partakers ofhis benefits, and graces, but it is 7pon 
this condition that they ſhew themſclues faithfullin the 0- 
bedience of the Goſpell of Chriſt, ( Hs houſe we are ( ſaith 
the Apoſtle ver.6.(1f we hold faſt the confidenre of reioycing of 
the hope firme wmto the end) p2rſeverance & faithfulneſſe is 
that which makes men tru: members of the Chnrch of 
Chriſt, whether Tewiſh, or Chriſtian: 1f the Iewes be vn- 
belicuing and rebellious, they come ſhort of the land of 
Canaan in the type and ſubſtance tos; It the Chriſtians hee 
like them in their fin;their puniſhment is the ſame, 8 they 
areexcluded alſo fron the heauenly reſt of the people of 
God. Wherefore the Apoſtle in the next Chapter preſſeth 
this exhortation vehemently.That theſe Hebrews to whom 
he writes ſhould carefully looke to themſclues, that they 
were not as their fathers of old,vnfaithfull and diſobedient 
in their profeſſion thereof, leaſt they become allo like to 
their Fathers deprived of all benefit from the promi'e in 
Chriſt. Tabe heede therefore Brethren((aith he) that there be 
ot; &c.This is the occaſion. 

The parts of the words are two. 
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wo Adi take heede of Apoſtake;y: crbacke. 
diding: from religion which is here deſcribed: 1.by -its na. 


ture; it is 4 de p_ from the lining God;the fountaine of all * 


goodnefſe its cauſe, that is, an ewvill heart of onbelieſe, 
2. wicked minde| that: belieues not-Gods: wands i: This ad- 
monition is diretedncahmentoall. the: Hebrewes that 
profeſled the faith, becauſe among. a multitude; -.many are 
Hippocrites, and thoſethat are ſound heacted:;:had need to 
be put in. minde, and admeniſhed of their frailty, Where- 
fore the Apoſile faith, Zoke heads eaſt ohere Anim any 4fjou 
arenas, fy «5621 6 iq Tt © m_ 11763 
2 Aremcaie,t0 revent Apoſtatie, is expreſſed, ver. 
I 3» » Viz, mutuall cram M6] _ ER 
But exhort one another) Minilters the people,and the peo 
ror and themſeluesmutually;, Fhis: duty::is ampliti. 
ed.1. By the properties: it mult befrequent, dailyayd info 
5ny dutpey evencucty day, Vpon all ſet occafions; t,.muſt be 
conſtat,holding on till the def this life,(#hile-it iq called 
z0 day) 1.E. fo long as grace is dangerto;be. fea. 
ed; whict>is;till our lues be at-an-end; ſo long are often cx; 
honationaneelulro ophrkeoainthahenaienaidin en, 
igion. 2. vrged from the dangerthatcomes by the. negle& 
.of it, that is coſe hearts (leaſt any ofyonbe: ha 
the cauſe whereof is:khe ;natureotſinne; 6 


the deceitfulneſſe of fine Ns which degrees teales away 
heart from God, and ſettlesit in oy —_— [rattle 
iety. 
_— hauethe wondranidube g : Heomers 
fomeinftruRiionsfor our aac Tom, 


Tufidelity is the canſe of oe or fron Religions 571 
 Infidelitie 1s that which keepes:men from; entring into 
the Church of God, & it is that which throwes theeaout a- 
| nqeniaey Ra r-ehpau jp, mr na 

writes;ſameefthem hacreſifeddthe | 
fromthem by vabeleife, others Had it,whom Vie 
H Apoltle 
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Apoſtle herecalls brethren, and before,ver.1. dly. brethren 


artakers of the heaventy calling in; charitie, ſoſtiling them, 
Flo inviſible cecifelkinn had  Horoar and Glawedthe do. 
Aarineof the Goſpell; Theſe the Apoſtle exhorts ro finceri.. 
tie and faithfuln-fſe,warning them:to take heede:that there 
benor's Canierat theroote;thit would in time deſtroy the 
whole tire wirh his fruits,” namely;'an vnbelicuing heart 
that wouidin time make them. Apoſtates from the religi- 
on of Chriſt; which for the preſent they profeſled.. | 

+; Thedodrine then js plainly afforded by-the: text; wee 
ſhall endeauourto make it plaine vnto you, x.-by:expoun. 
ding the'termes of x. 2. by ſhewing the reaſon why one 
followesof another, . =- | 

1 By Apoliafie (&rowrivar) forthe word is -meant a de- 
parting orgoing away from that which we formerly ſtood 
to, and-folowed:'for the matter; wee vuderſtand hereby in 
ſhort, the. forſaking of true religion in the dodtine of it, or 
in the practiſe: for it muſt be noted that men become back- 
ſliders from religion two waies; - 

1 By lating thetruthof doarine” and-giuing heede to: 
lies contrary to what isrevealed in the word :- when. men 
fall into Atheiſmezand-make.a jeſt of religion: orrunne to 
Indaifme from the Goſpellto the Lawz'a pot wherein the 
Hebrews wete aptto beſeuced byfalſe- reachers- zealous 
of the Faw; or when men(ſlip intoany Herefie overthrow 
inp the faith, or thoſethat cannor relith the water of | life, 
bur drinke deepe of the wine of fornication the impoiſoned 
doarine of 24adnif;fuch forlakethecfrlowhip of: the 
Siints, pos froniGodand his Church,leape outofthe Ark2 
into perdirion,” oo ngargs ms 16 S103” » ht . 
2 Byleauing the praQiſevf teligion.and godlines, when 
men e theivaſſent'vntothe'truth of the Articles of 
Faith, and fo retairietheforme of  godlinefle, but denie the 
powerof it; being diſobedient and-wicked in'their lives, 
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when men keepe their faith and haue loſttheir conſcience; 
They could ſometimes haue Gid-and '-haue dane: to0;;bur, 
riow they can talke, heare 8 indy aboutreligioa:But while: 
their eares, tongues, and brainesare buſied, their hearts and. 
their hands are idte.Both'theſe are | Apoſtates from God e- 
qually 8 alike, there is not-the duſt at;the. ballancetp boot 
berweene the worth: of a true. beliewawand a falls. betieyer 
if both be wicked liuers. An honeft infidellyilt hold weight. 
with a wicked Chriſtian. Anda ſober Papiſt-sas as 2 
drunken Proteſtant; nay'better;Inaſmuch,as -it 1s- better ta 
glorifie God what way-ſocuer thaugh ina falſe faith , then, 
rodiſhonour his holynamewherewithwee argcalledbyan 
vnholy-converfation;yea ſo foule a corruption-of {o ;holy a 
profetfion muſt needs much more ſhame; his life, making i 
ren times more odious to others and damnable in. it felfes 
Wherefore Herefjain opinions and wickednhe{ie ja practiſe, 
both-fall vades this terme of Apoltalie; from xeligion., And 
ashe hath nerelizion-ar all that denieth the verity.of divine 
Doctrine,ſo, he trath- no religion to-any'purpoſe. that holds 
the _ but denjeth obettienas = 4t.:For ply anrrhy 
James ('{f avy among you ſeemiteh to ig 1044 ang Drigict. 
wot his has ra Larred rea ru 7 wh ion 
5% in vaine, Tam.1,26: ):' He reads vsa-lefon 7m the, next 
words, whichrmen in his time;&@likewiſe; now -willhardly 
learne, viz. That true religion ſtands inthe pradtiſe of.g h9- 
ly life, aswel reli Hen a\chpin Free: =(pury; pelgien 
and wndefiled before God andthe Father 3s tha, ta:74/tethe 
fatherleſſe and widdow im their afflittions and ro keeps hireſeife 
vnſpotred of the world ver.2-5.) Wherefore they are Apoſiates 
from religion that relinquiſh either the dogtrine;or gh pra- 
cmicof religion, T4, 10 23 D406, 0111 t73 49 $5.4 
This of th> firſt terme, in the next place by- infidelity or 
vnbeliefe, weemeane a withdrawingof our hearts from re- 
ſting ' wholy ,vpon” the-/ truth. of, Gods . word; now 
inthe word two thirigs are ' propoſed vnto vs to Moe we 
H 2 elvcd, 


mw ci 


———— 
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1 Al trlanerof Celts odio aPs whcions to- bes 
firmly belefued andmaintained;; againſt all- Howfies and 
falſe doArimnes.. - 

2-". All ſorts of conmandements threatnirige and- pnas. 
ſss rending tothe direRtion of our praiſe, which we are to 
b:leitie'srt embraevaſgainft alleounſels,: terrors,! oratiuce- 
ments; wharſdeney; tending-todraw: vs: from':obedience 
in our lines; Both theſe are the obieQs of true faith where- 
by men your -afſear-'vnto all. doArines, ere eee r> | 
tireatnings; promiſes of God, not only as true and good in. 
thieinſelues; but @s better and/truer: x any: thi Lee 
worlthareatbeſer: againſt them, whence in :all-: prefivaſi- 
on vrito errour; in- po remptatis ynto viee;truefaich refti 

it fe onthe werd of Ged winnes the viReorie; and: ouer., 
cormestheworld/But where thisiswantiag,-an -cafie way 
is left to Meretes; andimpicty,80. Thus: for the expli- 
cation Prheteariniesofthis tionclet:vs ſee, © 

2" The connexion of them togetner, bow. Apoſtafie ſprings 
from Infidelitie: Thexeafon "of becauſe there is. ne@:.other 


ace. that harhths' andpower.,- to vphald a 
man inthe | duties;and--con.. 
ſtant wth dworkes, hut = and there- 


atom ala —_— Ie Eeads ronces 
FR ARR 1th Rowan ve oftrvefairh, youſhl ſee | 
by confiderin theobieas of ir;" ne Tec; 
" All divinet behrid andprofedſed i in matter of 
Riigion, whictfareaboue our naturallandcorrupt reaſon; 
and thereforevnteſſewurvnd bee by atruefairh 
captivated vntothe obedience of Chriſt, that we a; refigne 
vp our owne witsto berutetby:Gods: :wiſdome; and reſt - 
out ſelyesonly vpon therrue word of God, it is not poſſi« 
ble, that ever weeſhould finde ſure ee a here and in- 
what certainstruthito reſt ourſchues, but alwaics, bee. 


as thoſe Children {Poken of, Epheſi4. 14. of weike and vn- 
 ſerled:mindes;cafily erfwadeet to-belieue any thing, being 
like ſmali barkes ©ciioue fafficienr ballafſe, xxodoreCiuyer 2 
mpigtgbuirertoſſed vpiand downe vpon the waues like afca- 
ther,and driven rhis 'way and that way with every 'winde of 
falſe defivine, raiſed vp by our owne fooliſh fancics, or by 
thedevice and oraftieſſe of men lying inwait t0delude vs... 
2: :Allcommandenents of God'touching our" holy pra- 
Aiſes;together with all the threatnings, ifwe doenor & an 
and promiſes if we doe. Now theſe things are partly-contra* 
ry to: our corrupt nature-afid vile j0n9 Which can- 
not ſubieQ-themſehues to*Gods #46 1p ken; lo be= 
yond thereaeh and defire of our fenfualtand worldly minds - 
whictrſceno 'great matterto be lovedand feared; in what- 
ſoever -God threatneth or promiſeth'; -Gods law. is: holy 
but weare:netſo;Gods promiſ's are ſpiritual} ” but wee are 
carnall, led by-ſenſualitie, phting' out affe&ions on. things 
that are in preſent view;and'therefore-naturally- every. man 
from the-wombe is' adverſe, 'and/backward from doing 
that which God commandeth, or believing what he promi- 
ſeth orthreatneth!'Now-then what can vphold.a man in 
his obedience:toGodslaw®, ard: dependinee vpon-Gods | 
promiſes? It isonly 'a true faith; which apprebending rrue- 
lythe authoritic and high ſor-raignety which God hath ns 
commanding vs,and together therewith bebolding the cx- - 
c:leat hotinefſe- ahd+\goodnefſe of -his commandements, 
mak? the heart ſtoope vnto obedience, be it never ſo urke- 
ſome vatoir{elſe; 'Agrinewhen fairk apprehends the. im- 
mutableneſſe of Godin his word, whe'itdeeth the -pretioul- 
nefle ofthe-promiſes of mercy with their-certainety , when 
x {reth-thererribleneſſe-of its threats topether with the Vn- 
avoideable accompliſhment-of them ypon obltinate. men. - 
Herenow the heart reſts it-ſelfe: a5 'on; an/ anchor ſure and 
ſedfaſt: itis filled with a conſtant feare to offend, becauſe 
xknowegspunitſhment is not to be eſcaped, it is filled with -- 
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8 The root of -po#aſie.. 

continuall ioy in ts obedience, becauſeit abides afſured of 
the reward. But where. this ſupport of faithis wanting, all 
obedience preſently falls to peeces., then. God command 
or forbid vs any thing, we beginne to take adviſe whether it 
be good to obey,yea,orno, wee fallto askecouncell of $a- 
than,of our (elues,of other men as bad as our ſelues. If they 
ſay no,there is-our reſolution too, God mult tooke himour 
other ſeryants; weeare.not for his turae.. If Sathan 'tempt 
vs ſtrongly, if our affetions rage when they arecroffed, if 
men frowne or fawne vpon vs, wee are quickly turned our 
of the way, and our purpoſesof obedienceareall daſht in a 
moment. Let God, and his. Miniſters threaten-never ſo 
much,we then thinke within our ſchues that-threatned 'men 
live longeſt,& ſuch angry words breake no bones, let God 
promiſe never ſo fare , wee can beginne to ſmile ſecretly in 
our hearts,andrhinke they are but faire words ,.that- make 
none but. fooles faire. Indeed if the workd: threaten or 
promiſe, wee thinke there is ſomething in an arme of fleſh 
that may doe vs hurt or. good; but when faithis fled , cer. 
taine cloſe Atheiſticall imaginations beginne to faſten vp. 
on the minde concerning God and religion. , as if religion 
were but a pretty politigcke complement, & that God is one 
who will doe neither good nor-evill., and that wehaueno 

great cauſeto feare or truſt him. wee ſee then my brethren, 
how plaine a downfall there is from Infidelity, to. Apoſtahie, 
from God andall gaodneſle,: when men. wantfaith by the 
light whereof their blinde reaſon might bee guided , by the 
power whercof their diſordered hearts might bee kept in 
compaſſe,they ſtraight runne madly into all wicked opini. 
ons and miſchievous praiſes. Molt true 1s that of Saint 
Tamcs,Chap.1.ver,$, A double minded man is wuſtable in all 
his waies.) A double minded man, that is, an-vnbeleiving 
perſon, whoſe faith and opinion ſtands vpon tearmes of in- 
differencie and probabilitic,he is in vtramg, partem, on both 
fides,or betweene both, in neither; is Fpantrmnads: 
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of religion-are variable according to ſeaſons and occations, 
he holds much-ofhis religion by the coppie of mens coun- 
tenances, much of it by permiſſion -of tus luſts' with- mani» ' 
fold reſervations andproviſoes, that it ſhalt bee lawfull for 
him in ſfuch'andſuch caſes to doe or beleeue otherwiſe then 
for the preſent he doth, when men are thus ofdouble minds 
who:reſolue vpon both ſides, and fo reſolue -vpon neither; 
who caſtabout ii their thoughts and fay,I belecuethis,, but 
it may be'ris otherwiſe, doe this,” bur: what if I docit not 3 
what if I'do-'the contrary>wheri mens 'mindes looke- thus 
aſquint,on two things at once, they-myſt needs bee vnſtable 
in their waies: If auing faith in the rrurh- of God: doe not 
eſtabliſh the heatt'in a full relyance ypon” God only, it is im- 
poſſible but that aman/{Hould be of a waueringaud moue- 
able temper;vnſtable in/hisopinions;, vaſctled m(his practt- 
ſcs(aurmal@&) likes man that fRtandsvpon one legge , eatily 
overturned like a bowle on a ſmooth table, that's puſhed 
aſide withtheleaſt touch of a fingerz- whereas the true be  - 
leever founded and ftabliſhed inthe faith is eve of thoſe lis 
wing ſtones which! $FPetey ſpeaketh of 1.Per! 2.5, which are 
iquared and ſurely placed vpon the foundation , therevpon 
relizng vnmoueable, 62.4400 | 

Thus muchfarthe opening-of this point” ſufficiently-for 
our vie, as that whichneeds praiſe more then proofe. The 
vies T ſhall commend vnto you ſhall be no other then thoſe 
which aremade alreadieto'our hand'in the text. 


-- Thefitftvfeſhall befor exhortation, that we benow ad- V/e.r;- 


moniſhed of thigmatter:. what the Apoſtle ſpeakesto-theſe 
Hebrewes;the ſame Liay vnto you, Belowed,, Take heed ore- 
threnltaſt thete be in any of you an evill heart of vnbeliefe, tn 
departing from the lining God, Be well adviſed, looke we!l 
aboutyou,itisa matter of greateſt moment, herevpon: de= 
pendsyour conftancie inreligions, and vpon that dependes 
your happinefſe in heauen.My truſt is, this exhortation will 
not be {letghted by you,if you will alittle conſider ſeriouly 
| + of 
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of theſe motines,that may ſticce- you vp Fo this diligent cau- 
tion. I will name but two things,which the-Apoſtle- al in 
this place giues vs notice of. his tre ren 

x. Thecatineſſe tofallinto thisevill of vnbeleife and Apo- 
ſake: the Apotle inthis and the next ehapter is-yery vehe.. 
ment,inadmoniſhing the Hebrews of this danger. And good 
realon,ſeeing it is 4 matter not. ealily heeded without good 
forewarning. Wee eably deceaue our i{elues in this matter 
through the wickedneſle and guile of our;qwne hearts, ma. 
ay times vainely imagining Qus hearts-to be good and faith. 
full, when indeed they be evill hearts of ynbeliefe. This-is 2 
peece of cunning whicty they are not tolearne: v4: to be. 
2utle vs with counterfeit inſteedof currant..But that 
which-deceiues menchidlly inthisbulintfle ds. this; that be- 
cauſe we live in one. common focietie.of the ehureh , there. 
fore weedreameofa communitie of - faith and falvation. 
What meanecl{e thoſe careleſle s and ſpeeches of 
many? :I thankeGod1 haue-a firong taith and haue. had e. 
ver; Lam aChriſtian,a Proteſtant baptized, and bred vp. in 
the true faith of Chriſt Iefus., »Efrequent goodexerciſes , I 
live as moſt men doe,&c. whence they thinke this is ſuffici- 
ent,and that now there.is no danger of -miſcarrying.. Mea 
take yp their religion as they doe faſhions, whatmolt men 
haue,they muſt haue allo; molt men ſpeake well of celigion, 
great men countenance it, a religious King loues & detcnds 
1t,and it is the faſhion to be a Proteſtant,and therefore they 
will beſo, leaſt they belingular:As yertues beenotdilliked 
when they grow common: ( which, is ſeldome..) men will 
ſeeme at leaſt to lone them:My brethren wee abhorre Pape- 
ry,and yet can be content to doe as Papilts doe,wiz;: to take 
vp our religion vpontrult. Fit be not ſo, .wience then is 
the ignorance, the vogodlineſſe of ſo many in.our Churches; 
multitudes there be of men, who knowe not but that ano- 
ther religion may bee as good as that which they proteſſe, 
and for ought themſelues or any body elſe can tell, bes 28 


ready 
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readyto leave as tokeepe what they have. Our adverſaries 
ſce this,and ſtick not to triumph at this our weakneſſe, that 
wee may haue Churches full of people;bur empty of ſound 
Proteſtants: They will ell vs in their bookes; that'a great 
part that are. 0n- our fides, haue no other motiues to - 

them here,” but only becauſe- they haue bin- ſo borne and 
bred, and receined their religion as they doe” their inheri.. 


rance,by deſcent and euſtome of the Country; men whom - 


deerees of Parliament and feareof laweskeepe with vs. r2- 
ther then any certaine knowledge of the 'truth ofourreli. 
gion by the Scripture. It isa ſhame that wee are notable to 
confuteſuch ſhamefull imputations.Toſay it is worſe; with 
our adverſaries, whole chiefe policy to keepe - Gmple ſouls 
within the pale of their Church is ignorance, and- feare--of 
the Inquiſition, this may Rop their mouths, but -itthelpes 
not'vs, Wee may ſee and pitty themiſerable eſtate:ofmoR, 
who ifthey be examined by a Miniſtertouching their fairly, 
willmake him'bluſh and biefſe himſelfe to ſee their igno+ 
rance; Butiffuch fallinto the 


when they hatiotaken no 
ly if temporall 'reſpe&s ſhould meete together with $0- 
phiſticall atguments, and turne them aſide from the puritie 
.of the Goſpell.But theſe are not all that deceiue themſthues: 
not only ignorant perſons, but thoſe that haue knowledge 
and liue vngodly, runne.into the ſame exrors, anddanger, 
men thatare lyars,ſwearers,adulterors, ors, volup- 
tuous perſons, yea ſcofters at true piety will be accounted 
men that love religion,and ſuch as will ſtand todefend it if 
need be, Butthey are - not aware that there-is in them an 
vill heart that will decejue MA Mes wethinke that ſuch 

men 
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The root of ADd#afio, b 


- men whoſe end to{iue looſtly witl much -deliberate-in 
_ whatreligioa to doeit? vnleſle they thinke the name of a 


Proteſtant will be enough to ſaue a libertine,what availes it 
whetherthey beleiue well or il, when'thzy arc reſolved to 
live wickedly. Such ignotantand vitious' perſons :as theſe 
(and theſe take vp a great part of our Companies) ſuch 
as theſe thcy be thatrunne vpon religion at all adventures 
taking, that wkich'is next before the, never labouring after 
that faith & knowledge which ſhould beable torendure the 
Friall.So eaſe a matter ts it for me thatliue i a true Church 
to fall into the errors of the ewes Luke 3.8, (Mee haze 
eAbrahars to our father) and therefore wee muſt needs doe 
well, andGod muſt even doe miracles, and make 'men of 
ſRones if any be faued bur they; ſonow wee liue n a refor. 
med Chntch, purged with doarine & diſcipline, bleſt with 
religious Princes, with faithfull Miniſters, with peace in the 
daies of others troublcsgand with miraculous: deliverances: 
And be theſe priviied$s enough to winne our loue toreli- 
ion, and our conſtancie in the defending of 1t? Yes truly 
they be,if well vſed,& let them periſh foreuer that would 
ſeeke to rob vs of fo great bleflings by any malitious foxces 
or crafts. | 
But my Brethren, external! priviledges muſt not deeeiue 
vs,weemuſt ſooke euery one to himſelfe that we be nor vn» 
reformed perſons. in a reformed-Chutch!, ignorant + in fo - 
great light of dofrine,/diſordered vnder goodnes of diſci- 
pline, men diſobedient to prince & prieſt, luxurious in our 
eace, ſecure and vnthankfull after our deliuerances,If wee 
be fo, all isnot well with vs, whatfocuer wee may boalt & 
imagine: there is a roote of bitterneſſe- within our: vabe.. 
lcjuing hearts, which in time will fpring vp - into the gall 
and wormewood of Apoſtaſy from God- and his Goſpel. 
| This is the firſt motiue. 
' The 2 motiue to- make vs heedfull, isthe great evill & 
danger of Apoſtafie and infidelity. Anvnbeleiuing heart- is 
Es | an: 
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an evill-heatt; a ſinfull and wicked heart, a heart ynteachable- 
and vntraQtable, the word workes not on:1t, mercy cannot 
perſwade it, judgements cannot breako it, all meanes of fa- 
vour are in vaine applied to make it- yeeld: as wee haue a 
ſufficient example ofthe Tewes aileadged.m: this Chapt:r, 
with whom Gods word, and great workes prevailed no. 
thing becauſe of their enbeleife. Thus it is evillin- it ſelfe, it 
is eyill 2ſoin its effeRs, becauſe it breeds a forſaking of 
God, the very worſt of allevills in the-world which the A- 
poſtle amplihes calling it ApoFa/ie,4 departing fra the lng 
God, This attribute compriſethall the reſt & more to vs then 
all the reſt, not-only what God is in himſelfe, but what he 1s 
vnto the creatures, namely the author of their life & being, 
&'o the fountaine of their happinefle & welfare. He there= 
fore that forſakes God, leaues the'welfpring -of liuing: wa- 
ters to drinke puddieout of a broken Cilterne, he leaues 
the ſunne to warme himſelfe at a candle, and departs from 
life togoe into death:God is truth and light; = they: that 
goc from himrunne into darkneffe and error, in him only 
1s ptaceand happineſſe, withour him ther's- nothing but 
'waeand miſene: ( "ws forſake their owne mercy, that truſt 
' in lying vanities )lonah.3.8.being taught by his owne expe- 
rience; ke that flyes away from Gods preſence to goe to 
Thrafis,thinking there to be in ſafety hee ſhall be. deceived 
18 his expeRation,the windes will not blow favourably vp- 
on ſuch a runagare; the ſeas will not brooke the ſhippe that 
beares him,fafcty he finds none; but whe helea(t 1ooked for 
it in the belly of a fiſh, & that neither vntiil he had return» 
ed vnto God, whom he had forſaked, by praicr and pro 
miſe of obedience. Men and Angels and all creatures are 
but lying vanities dectiuing the hope of them that 
ſeeke vnto them for helpe, when their aide is only ſought 
after and God forſaken, they then lead vs into tinne and 
miſery and there leaue vs. Wherefore miſerable is the cale 
of Apoſtates,who turne their backs to religion and fandti- 
I 2 ry 
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 tyof life;in as much as theſe things: cannotha left;bur God, 


mutt be forſaken t00. - There-is1adeed-an 1maginatian a«. 


mongſt them,that God will bea friend -vntathem..inallrer-.. 
ligions, and-inall praiſes, wimatſocuer. But this/is buta 


Turkiſh dreame;\No, he that departs-fron faith. and obedi... 
encc,departs alſo from the liuing God.' And whoſocuer ſo 
forſakes God, ilet him alſo be ſure; God: will. forſik?, hin, 
then which.no greater miſery can betide a creature. 
Youlee,Beloved;what iuft cauſe we haue.to-enforce this, 
exhortation ypon ourfſelues. . Take feede, ors, It 1s£aly yet 
moſt dangerous to be deceiued herein, -wherefore now be- 
thinke your clues, try your hearts in an  vapartiall. .exami... 
nation. of them, whether they be ſound in the futh yea, oc 
no;now that ye.may not wander inthis ſearch, faſten. your 
meditations vpontheſe two. particulars, .1.. Looks. to-thy, 
knowledge, ſee vpon what. grounds thy: faith.in Gadand, 


profeſſion in religion is built. Stands;thy faith. in the wiſe. . 


dome. of men,&.belejueſt thou becauſe of their faying?.is it 
founded vpen the cuſtome of the countrie,8 of thine owne 
education, vponthe authority of lawes, and good liking of 
men that eſtabliſh and maintaine the religion. thou proteſ- 
ſt; if this be the ground-worke ofthy faith, thou buildeft 
ypon the ſand.Halt thou no ſound knowledge of religion 
thy ſelfe? Art thou vnable to iuſtify.thy faith by the Scrip- 
tures? Is not thy conſcience convinced. by ſure proofe that 


the religion which thou profeſſeſt is the very truth of God? - | 


Iffo, know then for a certaine that there is an evill. heart 
within thee,that will-betray thee toApoſtafie.in the time of 
trouble. Shall a man thinke thou wilt ſtand tothat which 
thou knoweltnot throughly:when arguments. threatnings, 
perſwafions, and faire promiles ſhall aflault thee? Will tuch 
fleight imaginationsas theſe endure the Rake when all that 
thou canſt ſay for thy ſelfe is, I thinke ſo, men oy ſo, I baue 
beene taught {o, by ſuch and ſuch Minilters, other men are 


of that opunion,I neuer heard to the contrary? And jyull = | 
Es ee... 


nz ws o£ oc eiooo ww9wo 5 LY 


MBPRUAAR3+A.£cAmr@S©@wm occi.c 


& 
——— 


_——_—_—— £ ms » > | 4 ET, 


fender, and-ilt grounded condeits [5s theſe 1rrmarter of re. 
ligion vphold thy heart in a'conſtant xeſoiation to-ſtand for 
the mairitenanceof the faith>Will cheſs arme thee with couz 
rage againſt the point ofthe ſivord, the heateiofth- fire; rhe 
teeth of the beaft,the force 'of torments; /loflt of g;of 
_ countty, of life for Chriſt ſake? Be aſſureU'thar|1f thyTrelipi- 
on reſt ypon ſuch props as theſe,-that. it will fall» vporr eh 
duſt, when peace,credit,andother tempotall reſpeRs. which 
arc now'the maine-ynderſetters: of t6,thall beremoued,and 
——_ weight of it ſhall leane/vpon ſuoha' broken 
reede. *; | CID no Fel dg 0414) Oe Res 

2 Looketo thy praRtiſc, whereby thou ſhalt" beſt Uiſeo- 
verwhat thy heart is. Is the = 

faire, yntwerfall equally reſpeRir 


vprightneſſeandto pleaſe him in alÞthings?: Act thouthe 


Gme manin private, that thorw art in ke,inithy cloſer” 


and inthy parlour,in the-Church;andn the-matket, 'in thy: 
life and in the pulpit? Is thy carriage even and ſmooth, doe 


thy holynes towards God;thy tighteouſneſſe towatds men, 
thy ſobriety rowards thy ſelfe keepe peacetogether, &goe ' 


hand in-hand? Art 'thou- a faithfull Miniſter, a iuft Magi- 
ſtrate, an honeſttradeſman as well as thou pretend-=ſt to be 
a Chriftian?If thou canſt fay yea, 8 that truly, ther's ' hope. 


of 1uch a one, that what Ever niay befall-him, heewill not- 


fare back nord-ale- vnfaithfully inthe covenant 'hee hath 


made with God,but that bis faithfulnefſe and - 6 ern . 


ſhall preſerue him from back(liding.But,Beloued, it ye ſerue 
God with reſervations and ſecret diſpenſations,picking'and: 


chooſing according as 'it fits your:owne humiours, doing” : 


this thing, diſobeying that; Tf ye truſt God in- ſome prom1- 


ſes, miſtruſt him1n others, feare him in ſome 'threatnings, . 


deſpiſe him in others,then know, all 1s not well within tor: 
there is within an evill heart of vnbeleife,and religion will 


gaine but little credit; by your coſtacie in the profeſſing of it - 
C ; _ 
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tagiſe of thy religion entice; 
ing all thecommandements,! - 
ſa;thatthou ſtudieſt tothy power rowalke” before God in. - 


The r00r of Apoitaſie,. - 


He thot ſhufies and cutts -andchoaks his © confeience by 
ſhifts of wat. Kifles in himr the good motions of grace, nou. 
riſhethin him ſome wicked afteRion ar other, and liues in 
the praiſe obſome ſecret abomination:He; that can ftam- 
ble-2taftraw andleapeoueria block; ſtraineat a ceremony 
and negled the ſubſtance of fightcouſneſſe,and judgement, 
and the feate. of Godihe-thapis forward "in fuch matters as 
oxineapplauſe, making theſhew of his religion his reputa- 
tion, butzn themeane tame where'thcr's no notice iraken of 
hiv, he liueslooſely, intemperatly,and vnronſciombly:T.et 
not ſuch a one d-cetue himſelfe, it is certaine his heart is 
naught and'vnfaithfull;and when God & his religion haus 
needofhimfuchafalle friend will. faile . them. both. 
He thathathatready:detyedithe power of Godlinefle, will: 
it be any wonderif aftewwards he deny the formeofir? ohe- 
ſinne lived in without repentance 1s.enough to pull a' man 
to hell, andwillitnot be enough to poperie, or any 'other 
hcreſie?He that will not keaut tus finne for his religions ſake, 
will eafily be perfwaded to leaue his religion for his-finn's 
fake, he that willnot at Gods command' or 4antreaty bee 
brought inany hand to put ta death the body of finne, to 
relinquiſh any of his pleaſing and profitable luſts ,  & lewd 
praQiſes, is thisman 1n caſe to put to death himſelfe in the 
defence of Gods truth, for loue thereof to forſake the world 
and himſelfetoo, topart with fo much that could not part 
with ſolittle? He that is already a ſecret enemy to religion 
& devotion,will in time proue an open perſecutor of both, 
He thar can deſpiſe and in heart deride a proteſtant miniſter 
15 in faire forwardnefſe to like well of a Popith Prieſt. Ina 
word he that hath bid farewell topiety to day, it is an even 
lay but hee may be drivento take leaue ofhis religion to 
morrow. When once the conſctence can ſwallow downe 
wicked practiſes, it will ſoone digeft wicked opinions: 
when once the ſhip leakes, the lading is indanger both to 
ſinke or ſivimme togerker, neither is it poſſible that/a oe 
ail 
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faith can be preſerued in an impure conſcience; 
Now (my brethren) let euery one of vs cauſe our' hearts 


ed 


to paſſe vnider this triall &-cenſure,and ſo we ſhall ſee what 
we haue to truſt to,& what religion hath totruſtto ys, Let 
ſure grounds, care weethat-our knowledge of 
iſtin&; and certaine, that our practiſe of it bee 
proofe 
euerance for 
about this ſearch, and 
hly,delajes ate dangerous when the 


vs goe v 
rel1gion 


fincere,free from Hypocrifie,& ſo we ſhall rogue 
of our faithfulneſſe for the preſent,and our pe 

the time to come.Be not {lack to 
be ſure to doe it 


bed 


2 


diſeaſe is mortall, and to cure by halues is not to eureat- 


all.Secret infidelity is like hereditary diſcafes, or like bruiſes 
taken in youth if they be not looked to in time, & through- 


.ly cured they will certainly Lill at laft. 


A gangrene kills when it gets ro the heart, and what 
willrhat doe that is bread inthe heart?Inward diſeaſesare e- 
ver dangerous; but when they haue ſeized vpon the heart 


the fountaine of life they proue dead! 


' Take then heede of an evill heart poiſoned with vnbe- 
leitc; and as you loue the credit of religion, the fivour of 


God,the happineſfle of your ſoules, looke to it betimes to- 


purge forth of you ſuch a venemous humour, 


And now for an Antidote 


= this infeRion ha 


in the next placeto the ſecond vie. 

The ſecond vſe is of direftion vnto a remedie ag1inſt vn- 
beletfe, and Apoſtafie, doe that which the Apoſtle here ex- 
hoxts-you tO (Exhort one avother daily, while it is called to 


aay.) 
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23 Thrice inthe yeare ſhall all your men children appeare 
before the Lord God the God of Iſrael. 

24 For Iwillcaft out the Nations before thee, andinlarpe 
thyborders: neithee ſhall any man defire thy landywhen 
thou ſhalt goe vp to appeare beforethe Lord thy God 

thrice inthe yeare. | | 
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"77 N theſe words wee haue two 
Y gf parts to bee obſerued. r A 
'D| precept. '2 A promiſe. The 
ITO precept is a Leviticall injun- 
$\%> | tion touching cettaine times 
Wd of Solemne worthip to bee 
710 performed to God by 'the 1{- 
&{f raclith nation, inthe 23.ver. 
al Morediſtinaly we haue in it 
WM} three circumſtances to be ob- 
| ſerued, | 
T Thetime when this ſeruice was to be performed, that 
was (thrice in the yeare) namely at 3. very ſolemne feaſts, 
which were theſe. | 
T ' TheFeaft of the Paſſeouer or vnleavened bread, be- 
cauſe during the feaſt forſeven daies they might haue no 
leauened bread in all their dwellings. This feaſt the whole 8 
Nation was to keepe at the Tabernacle where ever it -F 
ſhould be ſet vp: where after they had Sacrificed the = "= 
| K chall 
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chall Lamb in -the evening, they were to returne . on the 
morrow- to their habitations as it is Dent.16.7. This 
Feaſt was kept onthe 4* day ofthe firſt moneth,in memo. 
ry of their deliuerances out of Fgypt;8 in Egypt trom the 
laying Angell,and in type of Chriſt:hart ſaves wifroms the 
wrath ta come. | 

2 TheFeaſt of Pentecoſt, or of weekes, which was kept 
ſeuen compleat weekes after the Paſſeouer; or beginning 
the accompt at ripe Harueſt when they put the fickle to 
th: Corne; fiftie daies after they were to appeare before 
God with an oblation ofthe firſt fruits, as it is. Dear, 16, g. 
Lev.23-15.c. This feaſt was kept in memory . of the law 
oinen at Mount Sinai, fifty daies after the departure of the 
Children of Iſrael out of Xgypt: - 

The Feaſt of the Tabernacles,kept on the fifteenth day 
of the ſeaventh Moneth, for {euen daies together after the 
Jathering in of. Harueſt and Vintage; Lev.23.33.&c. At 
which time the Children of Iſrael that Were Iſraelires born - 
wereto dwell in boothes made- of the boughes of thicke 
and broad leaued trees, leauing their houſes;.. In memory 
that they dwelt in Tents or Boothes for many yeares in the 
wilderneſle, as its ver/.4.2.43- Of that place. Theſe were 
the three ſolemne feaſts of the yeare wherein all | the Males 
were tO appeare before the Lord, as wee haue this precept 
p—_— bs another precept,Demt.16. 16. Exod. 23, 14. 
&c. wherein theſe-Feaſts are mentigned. This -1s: the firlh 
Circumſtance of the time, | 
2 Theſecoudis the perſons that were at thoſe timesto 
performe this worſhip vnto God:theſe are (el your men 
( hildyer )all the Males among the Iſraelites. 

3 Thethird Circumſtance 1s, the perſon before whom 
they were to make their appearance, that is. God who is 
here called the { Lord [chova) & the( God of {ſracl, ) both 
titles implying that he had juſt autority to command the 
Iraclites ſuch ſol:mneServiees,both in regard of his | 
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towards them his people; <7 | 


' Now vnder this circumſtance of the' perſon1s: invlied 


the place where they ſhould appeare, which was'inthat 
place which God ſhould chooſe, wherein to-reare vp the 
Fabernacle, or Sanctuarie, for his ſolemne and Randing 
worſhip.This was firſt at Shiloh;and after that- was deſtroy- 
ed, at Jeruſalem, in the' Temple built : by Solomon; which 
place God choſe topur his name there, that's ro eſtabliſh his 
worſhip and to manifeſt his Glorious preſence in ſpeciall 
manner in that place. In'which rpe& thoſe that appeared 
in thoſe places dedicated toGods worſhip, are ſaid to ap- 
peare before God himſclfe, there preſent torequire and re- 
ward their faithfull ſeruices, 

This then is the precept; that at three Solemne. Feaſts in 
the yeare, thePafſeouer,Pentecoſt and' Tabernacles all the 
males of the Iſraclitiſh Nation - hould-repaire-vnto'the 


chiefe _ of Gods Publike worſhip, there t6 offer Sacri« 


fice and performeuch ſeruices as were required of them. 
Next followes verſe 24, © ' + 
2 The Promiſe which is added tothe precept''by 'way of 
prevention, to take away ſueh'an objetion as the 'People 
might make againſt the equity and Reaſonablenes ofthe a- 
fore named precept; God had commanded three times in 
a yeare all ſhould come vp to the Tabernacle or Temple, 
What will become of vs then might rhe-people- ſay? It all 
the men muſt goe vp & leaue their bouſes,who ſhall in their 
abſcnce dgfend their wiues,Childre,Goods Cartle,gec.from 
(poile>?we dwell amidſt Enimies round about vs the Am- 
monites, Moabites, Syrians, Phenicians, Philiftines, Ama- 
lekites, Edomites;&c. who brare vs mortall hatred; for the 
wrong they thinke wee haue done them in invading/ther 
Territories;theſe will be mindfull of vs;they haue policie-e- 
nough to know the Cnſtome of our Country, & they wall 
be malitious'enough, to watch their beſt Ts = 
| K 2 : OC 


lute Soveraignty ouer all, and alto of his ' gracious mercy . 
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doe vs miſchiefe; the ſeaſon fit for Invalian being the Har - 
veſt time. If the Land be thus as it were. diſpeopled thrice 
in the yeare they willſooge provide forces ina readinesto 
ſet vpon vs; and when-men are , abſent walls & womenare. 
but weake defences;when all ſhall be at Icrulale an hundred, 
or more miles-from home and that for many daics in. their 
going and coming and abode there, waat a ſpojle .may, 
there be committed -.vpon; the borders in;th2 meane time; 
Whereforethis ſeruice of God cannot be. performed bu 
with apparent perill to the whole State, | | 
This is the obietion which the I{caelites might-make both. 
in the wildernes, & after that. from time to time when they 
dwelt in the promiſed Land.. 

By way of anſwer vnto this doubt, God promiſeth that 
no Danger ſhould befall them for. obſeruing, of his com- 
mandement inthis particular. Our enemies will uvade our 
Country if wee-doe-it ſay they: nay,faith God,not ſo.I will 
ſo order matters. that- they ſhall doe. you no hutt (»c;- 
ther ſhall any deſire thy Land when thou ſhalt gee wp thrice in 
a yeereto appeare bebve the Lerd thy God ) wherein God 
promileth that-by on eſpeciall providence, hee would ſo go- 
verne the hearts of the enimies of his people, that they 
ſhould not-as much as intend them any miſchiefe whe they 
went about the ſervice of God.Though a faire. opportuni. 
ty ſhould be offered them, yetthey ſhould haue no Heart 
or defire to meddle with the.r countrey. But becauſe they 
might yet cali a farther doubt and be ſcarce willing to, take 
God vypon his word in a matter ſo-valikely; os God 
tO put them out of all feare ſtrengthens this his promiſe by 


two other promiſes which ſhould ſoane be effectually per. 
formed;that by ſeeing his truth in the one, they may learne 
to truſt to his truth inthe other, Theſe promiles are 1. That 
God would driue out the inhabitants of the land of Canaan _ 
and giue them a dwelling there,(for / will caſt out the Nati. 
14915 before thee;) therefore he could cafily keepe-out their 

cne-.. 
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enimiesfromreentcing that could throwe them-out;, when 
they were in'/poſſefiron {Feria a Bfrf4 
2 That ne would make their: territories larger from- time 
to time (ard {will exlarge thy coafts ) their Territories al: 
Fgned them ſhould wider; not narrower-; and- they 
ſhould gaine vpon their enimies,who were morelike to win 
vpon them.;:Now then he that could giue them'a Countrie 
when they had none,but wandred in the wildernefſe- with- 
out houſe or home; he that could enlargetheir' borders: whe 
at the firſt they were but little '{ according as experience a- 
none after this time did proueto bee moſt true t) heeallo 


could preſerue them from looſing any thing they bad; eſpe- 


cially when they hazarded ir-for his owne {ervice-ſake, 

This is the plaine reſolution of this ſcripture. Frenyhence 
now we haue two infirucions for our praRiſe here -to. bee 
learned. The firſt 15, . 4 hg f 1B 
. . | That nomanſballbe a looſty by his obedience to” God, The 

inferencets-plaine. The 1ſractites might'plead *thar ithey 
could not obey this commandement., becauſe of apparent 
inconveniences that would followthereypon:Goebremonecs 
this ſeruple- by-promiling that no ſuch danger ſhould appery 
on them as they imagined;"ifthey would obey they ſhould 
not be dammaged by it. Now foraſmuch as thelike-obſeti- 
ons are made by vnbelievers againſt every part'of Gods i&r- 
vice, tothe end to ſhift off from 'themſelues a'neceifitie6f - 
Obedience; and alſo becauſe God deales alike at all rimes 
rowards his faithfull ſervants; which ſetting 'afide” all-by-re- 
ſpecs readily obey his will, By the rule ot proportion, from 
this particular we deduce this Generall.- © 

i bat God ſuffers ns men to ſuſtaine hurt and lofſe 'in regard 
of their obedient performance of ſuch thingt as hee communis 
them, Theſecond is this, ; 


Doll... 


Experience of the Truth in fome of 'Gods promiſes, ſhould Dott,2.. 


confirme onr faithiin the beliefe of others, 
Thededu&ion is allo manifeſt,God commands the 1fra- 
_ K 3 clites.. 


_ 
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elites ro beleiue that he will ouer-rule the hearts of their e- 
nemies, and keepe them from annoying of | their country 
when they are buſied about Gods worſhip: why? becauſe 
he would caſt out their enemies, becauſe he: would enlarge 
the bounds of their country after their emoying it: now 
theſe promiſes they, ſhould ſee manifeſtly accompliſhed 
ſhortly after they came into-the land of Canaan; for 'now 
they were in the wilderneſſe when this precept was giuen 
them, and therefore they had reaſon to belejue that God 
would be as good as his word in this promiſe for their de- 
fence, as he would be for their Plantation in that countrey. 
Hence the point is. | 
Trial in one thing ſhould canſe truſt in God for all other 
matters,” Oftheſein order, * 
T Yhat noneſhallbe a looſer by his obedience to God. For 
confirmation of this truth obſerue theſe reaſons. 


R. 1. The firſtreaſon is drawne from the truth andfaith- - - 


fulneſſe of God in as many promiſes as he hath made in the 
Scriptures, ſetting forth his aboundant reward of faithfull 
obedience. It were an-endlefle _ toname'vnto you all, 
Or the moſt of theſe promiſes. I ſhall thzrefore only dire& 
youto theſcrious meditation vpon theſe Scriptures, Dexr, 
28. Pſal.z7,and 128, wherein whatſoruer is good for the 
Soule, -the Body, the Eſtate, the Name , the Poſteririe of 
Man.allis promiſed vnto them that feare God and obey his 
commandements; inall which God 1s faithfuil and true to 
p:rforme what he promiſeth, if wee be carefull ro obey. 
K.2 Theſecond is from hismercy and bountie, wherein 
he 15 rich vnto ail, and aboue all ro ſuch as feare and obey 
him. By which meanes God provides as for his owne glo.- 
rie, ſa tor. our fingular incouragement 1n his ſervice, He will 
not haue his ſervants to complaine that they ſerue a hard 
Maſter, one that doth.ill provide for the ad vancement and 
welfare of his ſervants; that his ſervice is of much | hazard, 
fullot trouble, moleſtation,/ and painfulnefie; þut-of _ 
| - profit 


a 
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profitandcomfort,./This were 8 diſhonour. ro God: where. 
fore God will make/it appeare thatthe: commands not over 
vs for our hurt;nor makes vie of our ſervice; without a boi- 
tifull reward for our labour...1f he bidvs doe any, thing 'tis 
that we may gaine by it; as 'well as.himſelte. His glory and 
our happinefie:goe both _—_ nay, was there ever agy 
who ſought to glorifieGod-by his obedience, but God made 

him pr reward of it ? Orin as an cn; 
R. 3. Thirdly,thelaſt ſhalbe fro the power. of God;where- 
by he is able togiue every good thing to his ſervants ; and 
to ſhield them fromall evill. rhings. Whatſoeuer is. worth 
the hauing.that God hath-in his gift as Soueraigne;Lord to 
diſtribute alt.the goodnefſe which is in himſelfe.or in 
his Creatures,where,and-in what manner hee him(clfe plea- 
ſeth, Againe,hee hath-vnder his commande the forces of all 
Creatures in Heauen and in Earth , which heeruleth ashec 
prone to his owne purpoſes, Hee canat eaſe. fruſtrate the 
rmefull intentions,and noiſone qualities of the; war of 
them. Hee can atany timeturne their malice. into-mercie, . 
= he is able to bring forth glory to himſclte,andprofit to 
us ſervants not only againſt , but even out oftheir miſchie- 
vous defignements.This ſhall ſuffice forproofe. of this-poiat, 
which needs not ſo much confirmation roconyincevys of the 
truth of it,as perſwaſion'to moue vs tO apply it. to-our pra - 
iſe, I will therefore come tothe: application of-it. afteck | 
haue in few-wordscleared a.doubt or twaine, : the ſolution 
whereof will farther illuſirate thepont iteife..i:.,; 1-1, 
Q., 3 Thefirſt queſtions , #hat 4 20 bee thought of thoſe 
that ſuffer evillfor the ſervice of Goa? We ice it's: generally 
the condition and lot of the godly to haue very hard mea- 
ſure1n this world, if any mak the-lofle 'tis common 
ly they. He that reftaineth himſelfe fram| evil muketh bim- 
ſelfe a prey;it was and will betruetothe worlds end: .agod- 
ly man 1s a faire marke whereypon to. diſcharge all the mal- 
lice and miſchiefe ofthe warld ; anda good!y pleaſant mat- 
tex ? 


— —  — — 
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rer it is to the Divell, and-men to heapeall infurics that may 
be vpon the head of ſo-hatefull aperlon.abis/ intheigacospt 
a fairhfull ſervamt-of God: how then'is it true that Gods ſer. 
vicebrings vs no dammage? I anſwere briefly'to this-doubr 
threetlyngs. FIT nfo 
+ <A. x That ſuch evills as befall the good-and.godly 
comevponthem ordinarily; -notcfop their diligence , but 
negligence in"the ſeruice of God. Even »they haue 'their 
faults;their pride;their ſecuritie; their vabeliefe ;:their pro- 
phaneſſe in Gods worſhip, their covetouſneſſe, and then no 
marvell if they ſmart for it, God lets: looſe: the tongues of 
gn theirname,he vnbindesthe bands of-rob- 
bers to ſpeiletheir goods': hee giues: Satan libertie to afflit 
theirſoules; he himſelfe hides his face from them , &-in wo- 
full plightthey are, till in their affliction they turne to the 
Lord,and repent of theirevill doings. Servants when they 
grow-lazie, and wicked need corre&ion-more then+Pro- 
te&ion;and (ois it betweene God and vs; ifonce wegrowe 
vnfaithfull he hath an band to ſmite vs, as well as to defend 
vs,a rod as wellas a crooke & heloues vs ſo well that he witl 
not ſpare our iniquitics, but lay it on vs, that being chaſtened 
by himwe might not bee -condenmed with the world, 1 Cor. 
11-32. 

2 'Goddoth diſpoſe of things thus in great wiſdome 
when eventhe beſt fare many times wortt;totry the ſound. 
neſle of their zeale;their faith, theirpatience.&c. God will 
know whether men that profeſſe muc}1 loue ofhim will bee. 
contented ts beare alitrielofle for his fake,or whether they 
will forſake his ſervice,when peace , wealth, & credit inthe 
world forſake them. God will alſo make the world knowe 
- that he hath ſervants in the world which .ſerue- hiov not for 
full baggs,high titles, large poſſeſſions, wellfurniſhed tables. 
bodily eaſe and « whole shrwre (As 'Satan-moſt malitiouſly 
accuſed holy ſob;ch.1.) but men that ſerue him out of loue 


2 faithfulnefſe,menThat are reſolued to follow him through 
Pover- 
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yertie, diſprace;bunger;inakednefle and perills, yea to 0- 
var their breaſts to RY of the pts > ns hf to giue 
their bodies to the flames, if it may be to doe God- or his 
gaſpell credit. Now other things be but ſmall loſſes, my 
brethren, when God and his grace in vs gaines ſo-much ho. 
nOUTC, -” ; 
Thoſe loſſes which at any time happen for Gods cauſe, 
God at another time makes them good; they are not loſſes 

ſo much as layings out, which after apaticnt forbearing a 
while come home with intereſt, ommsly in the ſame kind, 
or which is much better with aboundance of grace here, & 
a greater weight ofglorie in the life to come. This is plaine 
in that anſwere our Saviour makes to his Diſciples, Aſarh, 
19.28.29, (Behold,Gaith Petey,in the name of all the reſt, wee 
hae forſaken all and followed thee; what therefore ſhall wee 
haae? ver.27.Chriſt anſwers, neither they nor any others 
ſhould be looſers by him, he would make them alſo ſuffici» 
ent amends, whoſoeuer ſhould ſuſtaine dammage and trous 
ble for his ſake,{veridy / ſay var you(laith Chriſt) chat when 
the ſonne of man ſhall fit on the throne of his maieſtie,ye which 
follay me in the regeneration,ſhall ſit alſo wpon twelue thrones 
and indge the twelne Tribes of Iſrael.]A large recompence if 
wee marke it. Poore Fiſher-men that had forſaken a few 
Boats, and Nets,and Cabbins,and other ſucki.meane tack- 
ling of their trade and liuelyhood,to attend vpon Chriſt in 
ie bknnts be thus rewarded with Thrones and. Iudge- 
ment-Seats, when Chriſt ſhall come in his glory. But tis 
is the diſciples priviledg; there followes a promule for all 0. 
| ther. ( Ard whoſoener ſhall forſake houſes, or brethren, or Si. 
ſters, or father or mother, or wife or children, or lands, for my 
wares ſake & the Goſpell,be ſhallreceine a hundred fold more, 
wow at this preſent; houſes, and brethren,and ſiſters, and Mo 
thers, & children,& lands with perſecution (marke that con» 
dition)with perſecution:)& in the world to come ſhall inherite 
everlaſting life. Mar 10420, Loe then aothing 15 loſt, that 
L is 
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2 Cor.7.20, 


is negleftcd for Gods calehe will be accomprable tofariC. 


fie for all troubles, loſſes, 4nconventences whatſocurg that 
we ſhall runne into by reaſon of our faithfull ob-dience vn. 


| tohiscommandements, Thus muchof the firſt queſtion; 


. » 


the next is, \ 372 MLDPED. "ts ; 
V. 2 Whether wee may neglect the buſineſſe of our calling to 
imploy our ſelues in the ſervice of God. 

For1t Gods ſervice be ſo full ofgaine and advantage it 
ſeemes we haue a faire warrant to leauemuchof the imploi- 
ments of 6urfeuerallyocations;that ſo we- might ſpend the - 
more time in Gods ſervice, | | 
A. Whereto ] anſwere, that wee may not doe fo, becauſe 
that our generall callings to be Chriſtians, and our partici;- 
lar callings in a civill life doenotcrofſe one another but arc 
ſubordinate and ſerviceable one toanother. , 

Religion is that which brings ableffing vpon our civil 
vocation,and this againe is the ordinary meanes of obtai- 
ning that blefſing.Our ciuill vocation is the ſtanding where. 
in we are to ſhew forth the fruits of our Religion & to ap- 

roue our ſelues'to be indeed good Chriſtians,by being ho- 
neſt Tradeſmen, iuſt Magiſtrates, painefull miniſters,&c. ſo 
that we.may not negle& one calling for another,ſceing God 
is ſerved & glorified by ous faithfull diſcharge of both alike, 
and therefor#wee mit abide, as the Apoitie commands vs, 
in that vocation wherein we are called not ſhifting from one 
to another, not taking liberty to be idie in our particular 
lawfull imploi nents, that ſo wee may be diligent in Gods 
ſeruice.Wherefore they are iuſtly to be reproved not one 
ly, who vttcrly forſake all imploiments of this lite, to the 
end they may wholy conſecrate themſclues to ſpirityvall de» 
votion,but ſuch alſo whothough they foriake nor vtterly, 
yet negle& more then 1s fit, their civill vocations, It 1s Ci. 
ther way a miſguided-zeale ether to withdraw ones ſelfe 
from humane pom} we gk. all ſervice to ourneighuour 


yadcra pretence of more devout ſery.cero God,as Popith 
| Vota» 


rs a as. 4 
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Votaries vſe to doe or as many'doe, who grow careleſſe of 
their lawfull affaires, winles they buſy themſclues about ex- 
erciſes of religion.I would be loath to diſcourage any man 
for his forwardneſle in matters of religion; Ll know well we 
ſhall finde every where ten monſtrouſly prophane, to-one 
indiſcreetly zealous: yea a hundred that negle& Gods ſer. 
vice to follow their owne buſines, for one that dorh other- 
wiſe, Yet giue me leaueto tel] Jo there is a fault a- 
mong ſome inthe world, who ſuffer:dammage not ſo much 
by Gods ſervice, as by their owne indiſcretion, whiles by 
vnffeceſſary iournies,conferences,entertainments,andfuch 
Iike oceafions touching mattersofreligio,they put all their 
neceſſary buſinefle out of order, Tffuch men ſuffer decaie 
in theiy eſtates"; they muſt blame themſelues. Religion is 
not in thefault;which where it 1s truly taught teacheth man 

prudence, how to order his eſtate with 1udpement.. The 
want whercof.giues occafionto moſt to imagine that the 
greateſt part of ſuch mens religion lies in their cates, be. 
ciuſe they loue to heare much! but not to doe. This fault 
ſhould be amended where tt is to be found, to the end thar 
relivion be not ſcandalized as a profeſſion that doth impo- 
veriſh men, I confeſſe it is not ancafie matter to giue ge- 
nerall rules that may befit all callings and conditions of lite, 
to proportion out the times of Gods ſervice;and our owne 
imploiments, yer theſe things I ſhall commend to your 
conſiderations. | 
x Thatin parting our time betweene religious and civill 
aftaires, wee ſhall doe beſt to follow Gods own direRions, 
who hath allotted a larger proportion to our owne tem- 
porall butineſſe rhen to his ſpirituall ſervice ; fixe daies for 
thoſe; one day for this.Not but that he muſt haue the glo- 
ry of ſome time, and all the buſineſſes of every day; but on 
the ſeayenth day he requires wee ſhould more immediatly 
and whioly intend his ſervice. And know this for atruth, 


that could reaſon or Gods.command 'perſwade people to 
L 2 harken 
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harken to Godsconnſell, diligently and ſeriouſly to attend 


all the duties of Gods worſhip vpon.,the Lords diy, -they 

ſhould finde a largrr increaſe of grace and betrer ſucceſle in 

their affaires by that one meancs well vſed,the now. by ma- 

ny negleRed. 

2 Youmay obſeruea diverſity 1n mens callings: ſome af- 

ford moreleaſure, ſome lefſe. Where more may be ſpared 
it cinot be better beſtowed then vpon God toglorifie him, . 
and vpon a mans owne ſoule to ſaue it;but where leſſe may 
be ſpared, ſomething yet may be ſet apart for religion. This 
3s certaine, there is no calling of neuerſo bufic implointent, 
but enough time may be ſpared for ſome good duties with- | 
out hinderiug the world, and enough ' preſerved for the 
world without robbing of God, were we wiſe. to. doe well, 
did not covetouſneſſe, voluptuouſnes and other vile affe1- 
Ons befoole vs, and make vs vnthankfull vathrifrs of this 
ſhortnefle of life and grace, were our eyes cleared vp, that 
wee could looke perfeRly into the end of all things, reaſon 
and religion would teach vs, that much of our time would 
be ſpent better then'it 1s. Surely men will ſay. hereafter 
how much better had it beene,had I ſpent ſuch an hower in 
praier which I wafted in idlen-fle;ſuch a night in examining 
my heart vpon my bed, and watering, my couch with my 
teares of repentance, which i ſpent iu revelling, gaming,and 
other yngodly pradtiſes; how much better had ſt. beene if I 
had gone ro the houſe of God, when at ſuch a time I went a- : 


' boutneedlefle diſports; that ſuch'a day had beene ſpent in 


praier and faſting, which was paſſed away in complements 
of viſitation, and entertainments. Bmt wee trifle away our 
time,and then complaine we want time for Gods ſervice;a: 
ſervice of our callings. The (eruice of our luſts haue eaten 
vp that which was to be beftowen vpon God, and the re. 
mainder the world mult haue that. Wherefore let..vs learne 
wiſedome, and ſeeing wee can almoſt at any time finde an 
Howe; halfe a day, a whole day, or more to ſpare _ _ 
RT — _— 5 
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buſineſſes for by matters , let' vs: doe as much for Godas' 


wee will doe for the worid- ,. and beſides the ſeauenth day 
which-is his owne let-ys giue him ſonewhat of the ſixe 0. 
ther; an houre to.heare a Sermon.as well'as twaine to our 
ſelues to fit idlelie or ill implojed ; to ſpend halfe an houre 
in prayer, reading, meditation, as wellas three houres at a 
feaſt; ro ſpare once a quarter a date for the humiliation of 
thy ſoule in fafting, prayer, and examination of thy finnefull 
heart as well as thou ſpareſt oddedaics enough for thy plea- 
ſure. This were wildome and ſpirituall thriftines ; and bee 

bold on it, ny brethren,that things-being thus ordered with 

moderation andgodly difccetion., much time will bee gai- 

ned for Gods ſervice without croſſing or hindering ot our 

worldly.affaires. Thus much of theſe queſtions; now let vs 

come to make ſome application. of. the point - to. our pra- 

Riſe. 


The firft is for the diſcoverie and mp of thoſe evill V/c-1«- 


thoughts and praRtiſes of men who iudge the ſervice of God 
tobe an-vnprofitable and dangerous - imploiment.. Manic 
there are that thinke as that evill & {loathfull ſervant ſpake, 
CMar.25.24- (Maſter 1 knew thou waſt a hard man ) in-moſt 
mens eſtimation God is a-hard Maſter,that lookes for much 
Jabour and paies but ſmall- wages. This corrupt opinion of 
God and his worſhip is an old feſtered fore in the heart of 
man deeplyſetledin his thoaghts , and not ſeldome blifte= 
ring out vpon his tongue. (Tour words hawe beene ſtout a- 
gamſt mee )fairh the Lord to the Iewes in Malachie his time. 
CHal.z.13.14-(and wherein had they ſpoken ſtnubbornely a- 
gainſt him? Ye haze ſaid ( ſaith God ) it & in vaine toſerne 

od, what profit us it that we hane kept his commandemens 


and walked hambly before the Lord of Hoſts, Therefore wee 


cornt the proud bleſſed, even they that worke wickedneſſe are 
fet vp; and they that tempt G "6 yea they are delinered ) See 
the rancour of a cofrupt heart venting it ſclfe in foule accu. 
fations againft God & his goodnefſle, as if he were one that 
ps L 


3 had - 
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had noreſpe& at all to. his: fait full fervants, but one that 
favoured iiis fors more then his friends. Such 1s ſtill the 
ſottiſh 1udgment ofthe world,that it is a thankles office to 
obcy GodAlmighty:they.coat noe time ſo vnprofitably ſper 
as that which is beſtowed ypon his ſervice, euen the godly 
ina fit of diſcontentare apt to thinke ſo. David Pſ.73.13. 
(verily 1 haue cleanſed my heart in vaine.) Baruch, ler.4y.z. 
no courſe ſoynlikely to thrive by,to.live happily or hono- 
rably;in the world as that which God: counſels them to: 
no men ſo deſpicable,and miſerable. as thoſe who deſire to 
be what they are named,Chriſtians, Mens practiſes eafily 
diſcouer, that in their hearts they are come to deſperate 
reſolutions, as that impious fellow. 2. King.6. 23. (/pould [ 
attevd on God any longer?) periwade men all that you can 
to a religious obſervation of reading the word, in(tructing 
their ſeruants and children as is to be done in Chriſtian fa. 
milies: ſhew them Gods commandements, tell them ofhis 
; Promiſes that in doing theſe things God will bleſſe both 
ſoule and body.goods and good name: and marke their an= 
ſwers, Alas they are but poore men, it is one day in a 
weekelofſe tothem,they n:uft worke,or elſe wife and chil. 
dren will be ill provided for: they cannot liue by hearing of 
ſermons; religion will not buy foode or raiment,they haue 
their hands full of bufineſſe, and ſhould they ſpend halfe an 
houreina morning and {0 much atevening for praierand 
devotion, all would runneto wracke, th*u worke would 
want their ſervants, and their ſervants would want their 
ſleepe; they laue lome ſpeciall bufines which cannot | bee 
compaſled in the weeke, whercfore they muſt make bold 
with Ged, and borrow what they never meaneto pay , it 
muſt and ſhall be don: on the Lords day, elſe they ſhould 
wrong themsclues and ſet all Gut of iquare, Tell men that 
God abhorres talſhood, that a little with equitie 1s better 
then bagges full of coſenage and deceppt; they'ie anſwere 
you,that is got the way to thtiue,they wote well that plain 
| dealing 
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derlirig is x jewvell God likes welt of it, but they doe giue cho 


you to vnd:rſtand that hee that vſeth ir thall die a- begger. 
Wherefore they muſt lie and coſen, and doe asthe world 
doth or elſe they are fure wealth will come in-butloly.Per- 
ſwade men tobe mercifullto the poore,to feedthe hungry, 
cloath rhenaked, Helpe the decaied-that 'their - hearts may 
bleſſe th-m, andthat God may bleſſe them in themſelues &&: 
their poſteritie: you ſhall have fron then ſuch ſpeeches as: 
theſe; I know the fore part ofmy:- lite, but not the: end, the 
worldis hard, trade decaies,] grow old, I may come to wit” 
wherenowlI giue,a bird in the hand4s' worth two in the 
Buſh, I am ſure of what 1 naue, I: cannor tell-what I. ſhall 
haue; T haue many to provide for, wee multliuve every man 
vpon his owne; with a / great deale of ſuch cold water,; 
which men vſeto caſt vpon thoſe few ſpackles of Charity 
that's left in them, vtterly to: quench it. Thus God may 
promiſe or commande whathe will, but moſt of vs -are at a- 
point with him, wee will doe but what we liſt, thinking 
with ourſclues it is no boote to belieue what he promiſeth, 
or obey what heecommandes: The ground of this perverſ- 
nes of mens opinions and praiſes touching our obedience 
roGodis, that infidelity which is rooted in. our Naturcs 
and growen vp with ys even from the wombe; that ' poiſon 
whichthe ſerpent powred forth into the mindes- of our firlt- 
Parents,viz:that God did not meane fairely towards then 
hath ever fincedceply infected our natures makingys (till to-: 
have God ina jealoufie & ſuſpition,that he wil not do what 
he faith; when he bids vs obey 8 makes promiſe vpon pro- 
miſe that all ſhall be well with the that fearehim,mueha do- 
we have totake God vp6-his word, we forecatta thouland- 
perils:1t we doeſo there is danger, if ſo yet there we are not 
ſafe neither: we begin to argue how this or that can be,whe 
& which way I ſhalt be blefled as God faith ſhall. And af- 
ter a great deale of quarelling &difputing,in the end we-fail 
tothis conclution: that it's good to truſt Godnofarther the 
Wee 
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we ſec him.We may euery one read his own btsn the 
practiſe of men recorded for our obſeruation in the Serip.. 
tures. Take a few Examples, 2 Chro.25. we read that Ama. 
ziah hauing hired 100000 men of Iſrael to goe with him a. 
gainſt the Edomits he was forbidden by the 7 ofGod 
to let the Army of Iſrael goe with him to battle, tor ifhe did 
he ſhould ſurely looſe the viRory; ifhe obeyed he ſhould 
conquer.Here now Amaziah isin a ftraight whether hce 
ſhould follow the counſell of the man of God or his owne; 
(but what ſhall we doe (faith he)for che hundred talents which 
I haue given to the Army of 1ſrael ver.g.) yea this tucke in 
| his ſtomacke, be could willingly doe as God bids him, but 
he (hall looſe an hundred talents by the bargaine, .and that 
is4 great matter;wherefore the King could finden heart to 
adde obſtinacie to his folly,8: as at firſt he had kired them 
againſt Gods. goodIliking, ſonow to retaine them centra- 
rie to his expreſſe commande, and to hazard & looſe Gods 
favourand aide in that-iournie rather then the lofſe of one 
hundred Talents;and doubtlefſe fohehad done, had not the 
Prophct beene earneſt with him,and confirmed him by per- 
kvading him to truſt toGods power and reſt himſelfe con. 
tented; (the Lord,faith he,/ſball gine to rhee much more then 
7h) in the ſame verſe. Againe in the 25,0f Levit. wee read 
that God gaue this law tothe 1{raclites that fixe yeares they 
ſhould ſow their land gedrefle their vinyards, but every ſea- 
venth yeare the.land ſhould reft;they ſhould not ſow their 
corne, nor reap that which-growed of it {elfe, they ſhould 
not cut their vines, nor gather their grapes that grew that 
yeare,asit is from ver.2.to the 8..of that Chap,Doubt ye not 
bur this ſeemeth a irige comandto this diſtruſtfull people, 
and that they were very hardly brought roobey it, even as 
many of vs would doe in the like cate. What?mult all tillage 
ceaſe?muſt no regard be had for the fruit of the earth. tor e- 
very 7 yeare? why this is the dire& way to ſtarue vs all? 
what if harueſt & vintage proue bad in the fixe yeares _ 
: Ul 
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ſhall we haueto line vps inthe two yeares after? what ifthe 
eighth yeare proue naught then' belike we muſt liue three 
yeares vps one yeares proviis;thus a famine ſhalbe brought 
ypon the land in all likelihood;it 18 not to bee doubted but 
many of thep,notwirhſtanding Gods Co5mandement,would 
haue the plough in the ground, and their pruning hookes at 
their vines,wee knowe what they didin the like caſe. Exod, 
16.God bad them keepe none of the Marina they gathered 
one day till the next , bur yet they did keepe it Jrubring 
whether there would be anyon the next'morning to be had 
v.19:20.God bad themigather none vpon the Sabboth day 
_bur that whichthey gathered onthe fixth day ſhould ſuffice 
for two daies,yet for all that they will trie; and though 
God fay expreſlie yee ſhall finde none; yet perhaps it's 0- 
therwiſe,they muſt abroad to ſee if any thing bee to behad, 
2.25.26.27.28.29.10 extreamly hard 1t is to perſwade men 
to Obedience when there is any hope of gaine , or feare of 
loſſe that may moue them to the contrary. Wherefore to-pre- 
vent ſuch cavilsas theTſraelites might make again&thea- 
forenamed C6mandement touching the reſt of the ſeauenth 
yeare God himſelfe in the. aforeſaid (.v. 18. 19. 20.21.22. 
anſwers the matter(therefore yee ſhall doe my ſtatutes &f keep 
my ( ommandement and dee them and yee ſhall dwell in the 
Lant in ſafety,&c.)Take yet one example more , namely the 
Leviticall worſhip of God inioined torheſe lewes ſtanding 
in much expence of time in 'regard of ſo many Sab-- 
' boths, new Moones, and other ſolemne times to bee ob. 
ferued,alſo requiring no ſmall charge in the performance 
of it, in regard of 0 many Sactifices and Oblations'to bee 
made. Could now theſe covetous and vnbeijeuing people 


fpareſo much time or coſt vpon God: Almightie ?: Hcarc: 
what God faith ofthem concerning the one emer 8. 5. 
hen will the new woone be gone that we may ſell corne? and 
the Sabboth that we may ſet forth wheat , making the Ephah 
ſmall and theſhekel great , and fly the ballances by de- 
| | cet 
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ceit) Theſe were their thoughts 1fnot their words touch. 
ing the time allotted to Gods ſervice. Tuſt as men now a- 
dayes. Theſe Sundates thinke they,ts time clearely loſt; wee 
might haue gained thus many pence or pounds: had it not 
that Sunday camein and ow A. our bulineſſe , wee with it 
gone that wee were at -our Trading againe. Likewiſe for 
the otherto wit the charges they were put to in Sacrifice 
and offetings; heare what God reports of their practiſes 
in that matter Afa/.1.13. See the couctouſneſle and infide.. 
lity of that wretched people who thinke any thing is good 
enough for God: faire and fat Lambes,and ſheep,and @xen, 
& Calues without pot,and blemiſh(as was required in Sa- 
crifices) Oh this was too much charges ; was it not pitty 
to burne ſuch good Cattle , and part with them for no. 
thing? Sell then rather and make money of them ; as for 
the Altar and the Prieſt; any leane, ſtarueling , that's naught: 
worth ſhall ſerue the tume well enough. Iuft as many men 
doe in ſetting their Children to ſeverall profeſſions , chooſe 
out the faire(t and moſt hopefull, and beſtow one vpon the 


\ Law,another vpon Phyſicke,another vpon Merchandize, or 


ſome other courle whereby they may ſpeedily riſe to wealth 
and preatneſſc inthe world. But now ifthere be evera de. 
formed Impe in body,munde,and manners, plant him in the }.. 
Miniſtry; and why? They thinke God d:ſerues the worſt 
ſervants,becauſe they deeme him the worlt maſter; in whoſe 
- "10004 is leaſt credit and hope of Preferment to bre 
ound. | | 

For to end this vſe, let-vs a little obſerue. the inſtance. 
here in our Text touching their repairing to the place of his 
worſhip three timesa yeare: It is evident that the Precept 
in this kinde was very ll obſerved at all times by the Iews, 
Happily at their firſt plantation-in Canaan when the great 
workes of God were yet freſh in their memories,their Faith 
1n the promiſes kept them ſomewhat from the negle& of 
the Precept: How be itafter the ſetting vp of the Tabernacle 
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Ih Shiloh , when all Ifracl met rogethcr for that purpoſe 
[oj6.2,1.wee doe not finde exprefle mention made of the 
generall kecpirg of the Paſſeouer, till the dates of Hezekial 
and Ioſhuah. That theſe yearcly afſcmblies were obſ{crucd 
by the godly 1ſraelites appears by the example of Elkinzh. 
1.Sanmel,r.3.and likewiſe that they were not teft vtteriy 

' vnfrequented by the ordinary. multitude appeares: by that 
counſell which Ieroboam tooke. 1, King. 12. 26. 27: 28. 
fearing leaſt if the people ſhovid yearely goe vp to Ter. 
falem they would at- one time or other remember their 
duty towards the houſe of David, andſo revolt from him. 
For preventing of which miſchiefe that wicked king ( not 
truſting Gods word) whoby'eAhiiah had promifed if hee 
would be obedient as was David, God would build him a 
ſurc houſe like vnto Dawds.1.King.11.38. ( Perſwaded the 

people that it was toommch labouy to reſort from all quarters 

fo farre as to Iernſalem; they ſhould take a fhortey cat: to the 
golden calues at Dan,and Bethel.) Whereby itappearesthat 
as theſe ſolemnittes were obſerued by-many , though not by 
the vniverſall multitude of all the males, ſo were they never 
obſerued before, orafter , the diviGon of 'the kingdone. 
'Which is plaine by: that which is/reeorded touching the 
Paſſeouer keptin Hezekjahs time, 2. Chron, 30. where the 
Paſſeover was proclaimed throughout all Iſraell to bee kept 
at Jeruſalem, forſaith the Text,verſ.5.(They had not done it a 
long time im ſuch fort as it was written ) At which time 
thoughmuch people, a very great congregation -from all 
parts met rogether,as it is,vor.1 3.yett'was not” obſerved of 


all: the Idolatrous Tfraelites feorning and mocking at the = 


meſſenger that publiſhed Hezekiahs dectees, ver. 10. More- 
over touching the-Paſfeouer keptaſter* this in © /oſia/this 
time,theScripture ſaith expreſly. 1, Kings, 23,22. (Surely 
there was not ſuch a Paſſerver boldeni- ſings the daies'of the 
Indges that indged Tſrael nor in all the daies of the kings of 
Judah nor of the kings of 1ſrael, ). See allo LAI 
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This is a thing very remarkable that notwithſtanding ſo ex- 
prefſe a promiſe in this place , that yet ſogreat negligence 
ſhould creepe into ſo principall a part of the worſhip of 
God asthe obſervation of the Paſſcouer. But, my brethr;n, 
in this and thoſe other examples we ſee that which daily tx- 
perience ſhzwes to be true , thatit is a matter paſſing di - 
cult toobey God whenearnallreaſon ſuggeſts that there is: 
apparent likelihood of gaine by not doing,or of loſſe by do. 
ing what he commands vs: % | 


'V/e.2, 2 Theſccond vſc ſhall be for exhortation to- fidelitie and. 


conſtancie in Gods ſervice,becauſe weſhall be no looſers by 
{t;if God bid thee, doe it whatſoever come of it, for evillit 
cinot be; if heforbid thee,dre not to do-it what ever hopes 
thou haſt togaine by it,for it will never proue well; caſt off 
fleſhly policie,lay no doubts inthe way. , put no caſes, doe 
Gods workeand reſt ſeeure of his reward. .. Feare not Di. 
vels,God commands over them: feare. not men , God. hath 
their hearts-in his hand;he'can perſwade,heecan force them: 
fearenot the Creatures, windes and weather, ſeas. and land, 
heavenandearth-wait on him todoe his pleaſure, feare no- 
thing while thoy feareſt Gad and. obeyelt him : If thou 
Pleateſt him; ,, all things ſhall. {erue thee for thy.comfort. 
Hearethen,beloued; lcarne-toger Faith, learne ro. live by 
Faithand not ſenſe: looke not vato appearances , but tothe 
promiles: when thou ſeeſt no meanesto.cleape evill ſay, yet 
_ doth, whoſe wiſdame and uae I RE 
the Scriptures , meditate, vpon the promulcs, and the; 
know that God is nonigeard, NF Mite that yſeth 
our labour without, payug; know:that he 1s. neucr behinde 
hand with vs. (_ #/ho. & there even among you that would 
hut the deares fo nM ,.ar kindle, «; fire at my Altar for 
nought.Mal.z 10« þ . Nay hee giues a pound. for A-penny- 
worth and if thou wilt.duely reckon allthy ſervice, thy ad- 
ventures,thy loſſes on the one. (ide , and thy gaines on the 
ther; at.the foot of thy. (core. thou mailt_ wrige it done 
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for a /unma totalis(Godlines is to me great gaine,s 7 im; 6. 
6.(Be perſwaded then'to ſet your: ſelues reſolutely. to- the 
Obedience of Gods commandements, heare much, pray 
much, liue holily,deale tuſtly, be conſtant in-Religion,tcare 
no hazard; venture all,Cfredit, Goods, Life for Gods cauſe; 
venture all; care not for the worlds Cenſure , -what they 
thinke of thee and thy. eſtate feare thou God, and thinke of 
his-name, and remember that Ged promiſed that one day 
ſhall come( [n which men ſhall diſterne betweene the Righ- 
feos and the wiched, betweene him that ſerneth God,and hins 
that ſerveth hins not 4a/.3.18.)then they that thinke God 
now-hath forgotten his Servants ſhall know that there-is no 
enfairhfulnefle in the almighty,but that he isas hee hath e= 
ver promiſed to bz aſure God a bountifull reward:r.of his 
Obedient Seruants.. - | | 


-The laſt vſe-is for” adinonition-/on tlie contrarie fide, F; ſe 3; 


that if wee looſe nothing by the: ſervice of: God wee 
ſhall certainly get nothing by the ſervice of finne and 
Satan, Let a man that hath gamed- much by viury, bri- 
bery, Couſenage and ſuch other vngodly-praQtiſes, but caſt 
vp middle and both ends, and inconcluſion he ſhall finde, 
thathec may put his gaine'in his eyes, and-ſee never. the 
worſe.Thou hat ſlowed Gods ſervice to follow thy - owne 
t:mploiments. Thou haſt forſakenthe counſ:ll of God,and 
followed the plots of thine owne contrivance. Thou haſt 
ſpared fron God,from Religion: fron the poore, to the 
endnot to wrong thy ſelfe. Now reckon at the yeares end 
at thy lives end what's the gaine of all this, & thou (hilt ſee 
thatGods curſe hath blaltedall rheſe thy fleſhly Policies 
and practiſes, and they are vaniſhed into ſmoke and emp. 
tines.Teroboam will makeſure the S-" vpon his Head, 
and the Kingdome to his.Poſteritie," but it ſhall nor be by 
Gods meanes viz. the maintenance ofhis worſhip and Ser. 
vice, but by a tricke ofhis owne devifing leroboam will 
{et vp Idols, and what gers he by that but the ſhame and 
M 3 deftruction;: 


— 


22 _ Thebenefitf Gods ſernice, 
deftrutionof himſelfe and his poſteritie? The covetcous 
Iewes would not ſpare the fat Cattle for Sacrifices ; what 
ſaue they by that? not much; they haue ſheepe and get 
Gods curſe vpon it andthemſehics too Afal. 1, 14, (Curſed 
bethe deceiner, oc. - | 
In a word get what thou eanſt get, if thou gaine not 

Gods favour,'tis not a ſauing bargaine,I willnot be thy hal- 
ver.He makes an ill match that winnes the world and lool- 
eth God and his owne ſoule. Wherefore to end let vs re- 
forme our Iudgements touching our ſervice to God and 
Our ſeruice of ftinne:know we henceforth that noe courſe 1s 
{ thriving as that; noneſo vnproſperous as this, Pray wee 
for the Publike, that the peaceof our State may be al- 
Waies aSit is found:d vpon the purity of Religion: endea- 
vour for our private, to provide for tie Peace of our Con- 
ſeiences,the happines of our liues,the alvation of our ſoules 
by our faithfull and conſtant obedience ynto the Goſpell 
Let vs live by faith, and let our eyes be fixed ypon the 
Crowne of Glorie prepared for vs, and then wee ſhall ſee 
that there is noſervice to bee compared to the ſerviceof 
this great King, who of ſeruants will one day make vs 
Kings to raigne with him for euermore, 
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Canticles, or Solomons ſong. 2.16. 


My beloved is mine, and I am his: he feedeth among the 
Lillies, - 


= N the former part "of this 
Bog Chapter as in the whole -_ 
throughout, the Holy Gh 
hath deſcribed vnto vs vnder 
moſt excellent fimilitudes the- 
eat loue that is | betweene* 
all Chriſt and his Church;that is, 
Af everie Faithfull ſouls. This 
12 W-4 | loue appeares, 1 im the muta. 
"zi all commendations One 'of a. 
| nother.2 in the mutuall defire 
of one nto the fellowſhip of the other. The praiſes which 
Chriſt gives vnto the Church are, that the Church/the com- 
panie of the faithfull) hath a wonderfull excellencie- aboue 
all other ſocieties in the world. Like a. ile amongſt the verf. 2, 
thernes ſo ts my lowe amongſt the daughters.) All the ſtates 
and ſocieties of men vpon the earth being compared to the 
Church they are but like thornes vnto Lillics, and Roſes 
without all beauty &delight,vnpleaſant & harmefull Plants. 
The prom which the church giues to Chriſt is anſwerable to 
the former: namely that among all perſons of the world he 


only it is that ng s comfort and helpe vnto hgr. (Like rhe __ 

apple-tree among the trees of the forreſt, ſo py Set. " erſe3+ © 

morg the ſounes of men.) Men & Angels with all their Bey. | 
. ang: 
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Adq413, 


yerſcy, 


verſ,14, 


and greatneſſeare but barren trees compared to Chrilt: 
they brin ”— glory, no peace, noproteion- to 
the Church,only Chriſt is that appletree whoſe boughs are 
full laden,with that ſpirituall fruit which 1s that which the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks in other termes (Neither i there ſaluatio in 
any other, for among men there i no other name ginen wherby 
we wſt be ſaved)Thus mutually Chriſt preferrs the Church, 
the Church Chriſt before all. The great roy which is be. 
tweene them, one to eaioy the other followes at large-in the 
next verſes. The Church defreth alway to enioy Chriſts fa- 
vour and prote&ion, his graces to be beſtowed vpon her, 
his powcr and Spirit to comfort her and ſupport her, in the 
fellowſhip of Chriſt ſhee profeſleth to be true ioy and con- 
treatment (1./ate downe vnder his ſhadow with g1 eat delight, 
and his fruit was ſweete unto my taft, The grace of God and 
his proteQion is all her deGre and delight , as'it is 
amplified vnto the 8h yerſe, The defire and” affeFtion of 
Chrift to his Church is euery way as ardent as that ofthe 
Church to him. He is ready to anſwer her when ſhee calls 
vpon him, he makes ſpeede to come vnto' her, toſhew her 
his gratious prefence,to comfort her,he ſpeaks kindly vnto 
her, mnviting her by all louing termesto come, 'and partake 
of all the abundant graces and comforts prepared for her, he 
tells her how well hee is pleaſed with her obedience, her 
praiers ſhee makes, her ſervices ſhe perſormes although in 
many imperfe&ions and afflitions, (Let mee ſee thy comnte= 
nance, let me heare thy voice, for ſweete ts thy voice, and thy 
contenance pleaſant) Laſtly he teſtifieth his care of her ſafe- 
Lic, that ſhee be not ſpoiled by foxes, Heretiques or other 
enemies that would lay her waſt. All which is largely ex- 
preſt from the 8h verſeto the 16* verſe. After the declara- 
tion of ſo great affeRion of the faithfull toward Chriſt, and 
of Chriſt toward them againe follow by way of concluſi- 
on,the words of my text giuing vs a ſhort ſumme of all to- 
gether, My beloned ts mine and I am his he feedeth,&c. : 
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In'theſe words . the Chureh briefly comprehends the 
wholeMyſterie of that -ſpirituall communion which ſhee 
hath with Chriſt, the gloriouſneſſe of it, the defire ſhe hath 
toenioy it more fully, More diſtinQtly obferue-theſe you 
culars. Frit tae title which the Ghurch gies -vnto "Chi 
calling him her welbeloued, wy Velbe/oned, Secondly the 
communion or the fellowſhip,that is betweene Chriſt, and 
the Church, What-is-in Ghrift ſerues for the comfort of the 
Church; what in the Church, all-is for the glory and honour 
of Chriſt (he is mine.and 1 am bs ) This communion and 
mutual intercourſe of all good things betweene Chriſt, and 
the faithfull 1s amplified by two particulars. Firſtthe excel. 
lencie of it, .in-that its full of all heavenly. comfort; and 
ſweetnefle [hefeaderh amongſt the Lillies) not in E 
vnpleaſant places, bur in fruitfull and moſt -pleaſant Vallies, _-_ - 
or Gardens ord with Lillies, andſuch other delights, 5 
there doth Chriſt feede his Church , noting vnto vs vader 
thoſe fagures, the ſingular ijoies which faithfull ſoules are 
partakers of, vnder the gratious goverment of Chriſt their 
Shepheard and Biſhop; whoſe graces & favours are aboun- 
dantly communicated vnto then, things farreaboue the ra- 
relt and choiſeſt delights that can be imagined.Secondly the 
vehement deſire the Church hath to inioy this communion 
with Chcilt, perpetually during this life, & perfeRly in the 
life to come. (Untillthe day breakg and the ſhadowes flee 4- 
ways turne my beloned, and be like the Roe or the young Hart yer, 
pon the tops of the monntaines of Bether.) Vader which 
Allegorie the Church defireth, that which ſhee elſwhere in 
plaine termes prateth for (Come Lord Jeſms, come quickly) roy 11.40; 
that like a Roeor an Hart,(that is)ſwiftly he would afford 
| his alſiſtance and preſence, torelieueher inthe time of her 
Warfare in this world (ri the night be paſt, and the ſhadows 
| thereof be gone) (that is) all ſuch imperfeQtions, aflitions, 
finne, temprations, and miſerie that be ypon her in this life 
be taken away(when the day ſhall breakg)The day of Chriſts 
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glorious coming which the Church ſhall enioy in all fulnes 
of happineſle in the preſence of God and Chriſt for ever. 
This 1s the plaine reſolution and meaning of this Scripture, 
nor w1ll I trouble this place with any cher ſcruple 'about 
the words. I come rather to gius you ſome inſtruftion for 
your practiſe, The firſt leflon is from the title of (Welbe. 
loued) tis this. 

That Chriff is the only wel-belonrd of a farthfull Chriſt;e 
an. This is that which the Church fo often repeats in this 
whole ſong, ſtiling Chriſt her faire one, her B:loued', her 
welbeloucd, him whom her ſoule loueth, him whs ſhe only 
admires, of tum ſhe talks,is neuer well but whe ſhe enioies 
his.preſence, If you aske hernow, har « thy beloned more 
then another beloned> ſhee can ſoone anſwere and tell ys 
wherefore it is, that all her affeQtion is placed vpon Chriſt, 
ſuch excellencies there be in himyſo much happines is there 
in her fellowſhip with him that none but he deſerues her- 
entire true loue, and affetion. Good reaſon then a faithfull. 
foule ſhould loue Chrift. 

Firſt in regard ofthe excellencies that are in the perſon of 
Chriſt, he is in hiniſelfe moſt louely,and therefore deſerues 
moſt loue,all comlines is deformity if copared to the beauty 
that is in him,he & the faireſt of ten thouſand,nay he u fairer 
then all the children of men, Cofider him in his graces,cohder ' 
him in bis glory never any perion more louely & amiable. 
Tz For hw graces he isenriched with all the beauty of ho/y- 
neſſe,he hath receined the ſpirit without meaſure;he 1 annoin= 
ted with the oile of gladreſſe( that is)the holy G hoſt;and with. 
power aboxe his brethren. When he was -vpon the earth 
how ſweete and louely was his carriage, how innocent and 
vablameable, what man or Divell could charge him with 
the eaſt offence? Obedient he was in all things, to his Pa. 
rents, Rulers,to Czſat, to God. Inevery point he fulfilled 
all Righteouſneſſe to the lealt title And lot of the Law. 
Grace was powred into his lips, and from them _ his 

calrt. 


= 


 TheCbriftians lone, 


— — 


heart, and the hearts of all them with whom he converſed 
in moſt divine and heavenly diſcourſes. Charitie fd his 
heart and from thence flowed forth on all that had need of 
helpe: he did good where twas not expeRted: he did good 
where t'was refuſed. What, kindnes was done vnto him,but 
it returned yps the head of the doer with abundant recom- 
pence What iniuries did he not paſſe by, and pardon? He 
endured a world of indignities,perſecutions, revilings, re- 
proaches, and in the midſt of all is fo farre from minding re- 
venge,that he praies and weepes for his enimies,admonih- 
eth them with all meckenefle, heaps kindneſſes on them, gc 
ſeekes by all meanes to overcome therrevill by hisgoodnes. 
Goodnes is his whole nature, his whole life 1s nothing but 
atrade of doeing well,& ſuffering evill.Such was the ſweet- 
nes of his nature and ſo afftetonatly charitable was his 
heart, that no froward, and crooked perverſnes of ſcorne.- 
full, proud, gaineſaying, diſobedient men could turne a- 
way his defires from doeing them good. In all this he was 
amiable as man, euen a man in abaſement and infirmity, yet 


then was he gloriom full of grace axdtrath, But now looke toh,r,14, 


on him in his perſon. aud in his glory, andtheſe excellencies 
are redoubled, nay multiplied a thouſand fold. Conſider 


him #/» hz perſon, and ſo they are infinite: becauſe in him all Coloſts y, 


the fulneſſe of the Godhead awelleth godily, and the graces of 
God are his graces,becauſe he is God. 
2 As forhw glory, it isnot for mortall eye to behold it,or 


tongue to tell it: he was abaſed, bur God hath highly exalted py, g, 


him abone all names and dignities: he hath made him head of 
the Angels who adore him; of the Church to rule it by his 
ſpirit, Ruler ofthe world to governe it by the ſcepter of his 
power; he is now fate downe at the right hand of Maieſtic 
and Glory,the father having put into his hands all power in 
heaven and earth, and committed vnto him all power over 
Men and Angels.To which greatneſle of his power is equall 
the glory of his perſon invelled with the robes of Maieltie, 
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brightnes,impoſſibility and all other excellences that. can 
be 1magined moſt excellent.” When wee read the deſcripti- 
on of his tran{figuration on th? Mount, of his appearance 
to-Saint Paul, roS*Iohn, wee may conceiue a little what 
they ſaw. but 'ris hereatter that wee /hall ſee him. a5 he is. 
Now vnto all theie graces; theſe glori:s of Chriſt joine 
that which 1s the fountaine of all, from whence ye ſhall ſee 
the parts of his compleat exc:llencies, That now is the in« 
finire loue of God the Father rowards him his only Sonne. 
Fe us hu delrght,hu eleit in who his ſoule delighteth, his be. 
loved ſorne in whom he « well pleaſed; ſothat if wee would 
ſecke for a pattern: of all excellencies, ta2y were no where 
to be found, but only. in him.No marvaile if the. Church, 
the faithfull(whoſe e1es are opened to behold thoſe things 


| in Chriſt) doe loue him,a perſon lo beloued of God,fo loue., 


lie in himſelte,ſo gratious, ſo glorious. But this 1s. not all, 
they loue him alſo... lhe ; 
Secondly in regard of whathe is to the,vnto the church, 
Chriſt isall in all, what good ſhe hath it. is from him, what 
ſhee expects it is by him. | 
x Frit inthislifeſhee hath grace and' proteRion, grace 
from his ſpirit, prote&ion from his power, both . from his. 
Loue. The Church is fanRified by his ſpirit, hee baptizeth 
it with his ſpirit, waſhgpg the faithfull with cleane water 
from the filthineſſe both of the tieſh and ſpirit: he.hath freed 
then from that loathſome vncleanneſſe of corrupted. Na- 
ture, wherein the vngodly remain,polluted with all vnclean 
luſts,1e ſts them all at liberty fro.n the bondage of finne.of 
ſervants to linne making them ſeruants- to God in rigate- 
Ouines, he lives in-our hearts by faith, and changeth our fin- 
full natures into the likenefſe of his molt glorious nature by 
the powerfull workes\of his ſpirit, ſending lite into vs who 
wee wiide, a::d withered branches, that being quickned 
thereby,we might bring forth fruit according to God in all 
lolinellc. h 
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z Secondly the Church is-proteed by the power of Chriſt 
from the malice of Sathan-whether he a&;plor, contriue de- 
ftruion againſt whole Churches, or by temptations ſeeke 
to vndoe the ſouls, and falvarion- of private men. (rift 
walketh in the midadeſt of the Cardleftiches, Revelat.x.20. he 
onely that-hath placed them can re.oue thems hee hath his 
ftarres bis Miniſters in his right haed; where they ſhall bes. 
ſafe; he hath all thoſe that God hath given-him in- his kee=- 
ping and none ſhall plucke them from him; all are kept ſafe 
to that everlaſtirg kingdome.- In peace hee isthe glory of 
his Church, ia trouble the ſafetie of it:1t ſhe be in rhe wilder= 
neſſe,he is the. Angell that goes betore her to giue her reſt, 
if ſhee be perſecutedhe hath a wildernefſe whereto ſhe may. 
flee,there be clefts and holes in the rocke wherein ſhe ſhall 
be hid,and if the Dragon caſt forth whole flouds of malice 
 tooverwhelme her,the earth ſhall open her. mouth; & ſwal? 
low vp the flouds,it ſhee be invaded with. Armadoes he cam: 
blow with his breath, and they ſhallfinke into the bottrome 
of the deepe like lead;ifvnder-rinedby'a Powder-plot,he 
can bring tolight the deeds of darkncfte , and faue his a 
nointed and his people, by a deliverance as wonderfull as 
the a&t intended.. In a word.his heart is vpon his Church,& 
faithfull people,their ſorrowes he thinks vpon,their aficti- 

- ons are his affliftions, hee is pained when they, are perſecu» 
ted, inevery diftreſle hee is neere at hand to afford ſuccour: 
in health-to fauc them from ſickneſle;tn ficknes to faue them 
from death: in trouble of eſtate and paine. of body., to pres 
ſerue them fro 1 a diſquiet minde, in anguiſh of{oule to vp. 
hold from fainting by deſpaire. In life to ſaue them fron 
a thouſand deaths,in death it ſelfe to deliver them from that 
death, which is to come. Thus is Chriſt bencficiall to vs in 
this life, 

But in the life tocome he beſtowes-glory on the Church: 
the Saints ſhall be made perfeRtly righteous, perfe&tly glozi- 
Ous like ynto himſelfe; where hee is , there they ſhall bee ſor | 
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ever to behold his glory,to be partakers of his ioy, 

Youſce then that Chriſt every way deſerues all our loue, 
ſeeing he is not only moſt excellent in himſelfe,, but hath al. 
ſo done moſt good vnto vs, Whence it is no wonder if eve- 
ry faithfull ſoule conclude as it is in this booke often , that 
Chrift is toit as a bundle of Myrrh,a clufter of Camphire;rhat 
he us faire and pleaſant and wholy deleitable, Let vs now 
make ſome vie to our ſelues of this point. 

'Thefirſt vſe ſhalbe for a reproofe of mens miſ-guided af. 
fetions, who loue any thing better then Chriſt; they are 
baptizedintothe name of Chriſt,count it an honour to bee 
called Chriſtians,and if you will belieue them they expe& 
ro be ſaued by Chriſt, yer if a manlooke into their praiſes, 
they'le appeare to any that can iudge , that they thinke of 
nothing lefſe,care for nothing lefle then Chriſt. That which 
the Church confeſſeth of her owne negligence whereinto 
ſhe was miſ-led,(They made me keeper of he vines but I kept 
»ot mine owne vine.) ſhec attended on the fancies and plea- 
ſures of others, but not on her owne welfare, this wee may 
apply vnto the prophaneſle of moſt men , who haue Vines 

enough to keepe and drefſe where about Sathan and their 
owneluſts haue ſet them on worke , but for that true Vine 
which is Chriſt Teſus , they take no pleaſure atall, in reſting 
themſclues vnder his ſhadowe , ortaſting his pleaſant fruit, 
Men haue many things tobuke their affe&tions about, bur 
while they tend other things they are vtterly careleſſe of this 
one tiiing that is the chicfeſt, One man hath ſet vp prefer- 
mergand gr:atnes in the world forthe Idol which he wor- 
ſhip$and all histime,meanes and thoughts are taken vp in 
proſecution of ſone plot wherevpon hee hath contriued his 
facther advancement. Another wallowes in all baſe pleaſure, 
and long as heecan content the beaſtly part of himſelfe, 
his ſenſuall defires; hee thinkes himſelfe well-apaid , hee 
enioyes what he loues, and what needs hee more. Another 
loues nothing but mopy and cattle,and trees, andearth, it » 
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his happineſſe to ſay all this is mine;, and when hee is amidſt - 
thoſe things he is amidſt all his contentments. In ſhort , e- 
very man hath his welbeloued- in ſome kinde or other;but it 
15 not the beloued here ſpoken of. No (my brethren) theſe 
men loue not Ckriſt ay they what thry will, they make lit= 
tle reckoning of him. Come to the triall of it and you ſhall 
ſee it ſo.. The old ſaying's true,Fbi- Amor, ibs Oculus, where 
welike,there we looke; or as Chriſt faith, where our treaſure 
# there will eur hearts be alſo, Mathew.6.21. Conſiderthen 
your ſelues,in your thoughts what is it you moſt thinke of? 
Is it of Chriſt, of his excellencies, of his . benefits > Can you- 
take pleaſure in deſcribing to your ſoules the glorious and 
gracious qualities of his perſon , muting attentiuely vpoſ 
fuch admirable excellencies , ſo farre ſurpaſſing all that in 
this world can bee called cither gracious or glorious ?' Ars 
our hearts often warmed with heauenly joy., when in our 
private meditations we recount with onr ſciaes what great 
things he hath done and will doe for our toules ? To thinke 
how nay hee hath wrought in vs by his ſpirit , to make 
vs aliue,and keep vs aliue, when we were once dead in fins; 
how ſweetly he perſwades our will and ſtubborne affeCtt- 
ons to yeeld to pbedience, how forcibly he aſfiſts ys againſt 
moſt powerfull temptations? Can we reioice to thinke what 
happineſſe we haue 1n his fauour,that he is a faithfull friend. 
to vs in all ourneceſſities , to whom wee may repaire for 
counſell and comfort? Doe his confolations refreſh our ſp1- 
rits,that when finne wounds vs, his ſtripes heale vs, When 
Sathanaccuſes vs, hee is our advocate toplead for vs; . when 
ſorrowes and paine are vpon vs, hee ſpeakes peace vnto our 
Soutles, that in all wants & troubles wee can ſurely pray vn- 
to him, andpoure out our ſoules into-his boſome who.only. 
piues them reſt? Doe we often meditate'on that happineile 
e will one day bring vsvnto, when hee ſhall-make vs like 
bimſclfe , moſt glorious in our bodies, moſt rightcous in 


Our foules,moſt blisfull in all , and that for ever ? Ree our 
thoughts 
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thoughts(my brethren)on theſe things?Run our defires and 
wiſhes this way ? Oh what ſtrangers are ſuch meditations 
from moſt mens hearts ! They thinke what they ſhall cate, 
what they ſhall put on -, how they ſhall bring the yeare ;. 
bour, how they ſhall pay this debt , purchaſe that field , that 
houſe,provide to raiſe ſuch a ſonne , to marry ſuch a daugh- 
ter,to grow rich, to get high places, titles, and offices, how 
to follow their pleaſures andliue at hearts eaſe, how they 
may effect their wicked deſignes, opprefe a man, and his in. 
heritarce, revenge fuch wrongs as haue beene donethem 
by theirneighbours, and watchthem anill turne to be eyea 
with them, yea theſe bee the great and mighty imploiments 
of mens thoughts, whereabout they buſie themſelues , and 


Often breake their ſleepe,day and night, the whole weeke, * 


the whole yeare,their mindes run vpontheſethings , when 
they be at Church at praier, in hearing,atany good exerciſe 
the heart till wanders about ſuch matters. cuen at this pre- 
ſent. Is it not evenſo my brethren , which of vs can excuſe 
our ſelues, and ſay my heart is innocent? Conſider wee a. 
gainethe pradtiſes of men,whether they will ſtand with the 
loue they profefſe to Chriſt: we will doe much for one that 
we loue, eſpecially , if it bee onethat can doe much for ys, 
Now what faith our Saviour. 1f you loxe mee keepe my ( 0ms 
mandements.loh,x4.x5 If Chcift be ourbeloued , his coman- 
dements muſt be ſo too. Whoſoever hates the law hates the 
Law-giveralſo. Take a view then of mens praftiſes,and we 
ſhail ſee they make a very ſcome of Chriſt , & of his comane 
dements. Looke vpon them in their families,and you cannot 
finde any foot-ſteps of religion,no conſtant- prayer morning 
andevening; no reading ot the word, no in{truQtion of chil- 
dren and ſervants,no duties of devotion whereby you ſhall 
knowe them from Papiſts, Atheiſts, or Infidels. Sce them in 
the publike worſhip of God , and there is nothing but neg» 
ligence and prophanefſc,ſeldame at Church if any bufinetfe 


clic be to be done,and-when they are there, they are carelefle 
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nr praier; ir hearing ofthe word read, or preached,nothing 
is remembred for whiohthey ' are a iot: the betrer. -Looke 
ypon- them in'their private converlation,and they are-full of 
albwigodiineſſe; 'ynrighteouſnes, and-vnſobernes, horrible 
| ſwearers, that ke but:they muſtblaſpheame, pro- 
fane deſpiſers of Gods word, and worſhip,deriders of prea- 
ching and preachers, ina word, enemies to all godlines and 
Piety of life, which by reproaches,and vnchriſtian revilings; 
they ſeeke to blaft-in-whoſocuer they ſee it grow, extreame- 
ly ignorant;knowing nothing diſtinAly in matters of Reli- 
gion, notable with any vnderſtanding to giue you a reafo- 
nable account in hy =_ of theix faith. In civill dealing 
-men that are vnfaithfull,vntruſty,vnmercifultin their car | 
-age proud diſdainfull, luxurious, wanton and vncleane | 
perſons." May wee belicue fuch-men when they Gay Chriſt- is | 
their bel Surely we cannot thoughthey ſhould (weare 
it. What? loue Chrilt, yet not know him, except'it be by 
his name; loue him? And yet deſpiſe his ſervants, 'his ſer 
vice, his miniſters, make aieſt at his word, & put of with a 
ſcoffe the counſells and rebukes which out of it are brought 
to them. Loue Chriſt}. Yet ſet thy mouth againſt heauen, 
and in thy [rage and helliſh fury diſcharge thy blaſpemies 
vpon kis ſoule, his body, his blood, his wounds; his name, 
vpon all that is pretious in him, andnotto be named but 
with devotion, Wilt thou ſay thou loueſt Chriſt, when 
in vis prefncejn the aflemblies of Goda people in publie 4 
In bis ,in theaſſemblies in publice, ſ 
at ſermon, at ſacraments,at private perl rl friend? 4 
And yet art thouloath to haue-any thing to doe with 
him,in ſuch places,inſuch exerciſes? In fine wher's thy loue 
roChriſt,whilſt1 ſce thy vngodly life, whereby thou diſho- 
noureſt Chriſt,and ſhameſt thename of a Chriſtian? If by 
theſe practiſes wee ſball know thy loue of him, whereby I 
marvaile ſball wee know thy hatred of him. Bur, brethren, 
benot deceiued;God will nor fo be mocked , dejude thy 
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ſelfe thou maiſt, but Chriſt thou -cinſt not -with ſuch farre . 
gloſſes: it is-niothim whom thou loueft, it-is ſomething” elſe, 
thy pleaſures , thy wealth ,thy luſts; theworld ,- the Divell, 
Theſe be the things whereon thy:affeftions-dote: hereto 
thy deſires are faſtned;theſe things thou canſt|{erugJetthem 
commandany thing,thowart at a becke to doe it; it ts thy 
felicitie to beimploied by them. Af. any will crofſe thee in 
theſe thy courſes,admoniſh thee,rebuke thee, perſwade thee, 
thoueank not þrookethem; thowcounteſt themr:thine ei. 


.mies,that- thus trouble theezwhenthowart entreatedby thy 


loue to God,thy loue to Chriſt, thy loue tohis word, by thy 
loue to his Minuſters,by thyloue to thine owne ſoule, by all 
things thatare Jouely;andby all loues to: deny,yngodlineſſe 
and worldly luſtsand to liue:ri a cnc IG ang gad- 
ly. Wouldſt thou not b2 perſwaded to reaſon; didit thou ine 
deed loue any of theſe, as in word-thou- profeſieſtro doe? 
But when all admonitions, reprehenſions, exhortations,. or 
whatſoeuer good counſell giuen in the name of Chriſt: ſhall 
not yet be entertained for the loue of Chriſt, but fall vpon 
the heart like the hammer on the anvill , that ſtrikes but en- 


ters nat,or hike a ball froma wall bee ſmitten backeinto: the 


face of him thar ſent it,with ſcorne and contempt. of him, 

his meflage , and his Miniſter too , ſay what thou wilt, thy 

tongye belies thine heart; Chriſt i not hewhom thy ſoule /0- 

veth,when thou wilt doe nathing for his ke, take it: fora. 
concluſion he hates (hriſt that hates '( hriſtianitie, 

2 Vicisfor exhortation that ſeeing wee haue (© faire an 

obiect of loue as Chriſt is, wee would place our loue there. 
and beſtow it on him who-beſt deſerues itz; This 15 a. very 

good point to put in praRtiſe. Wee-baue ignorant , and 

worldly mindes, weeknowe not the high excellencies of 
Chriſt Icſus and therefore doe not afte& them. The world 
and worth of it we knowe & loue, but too well, Againe, $a- 

than,and our wicktdtiearts doe blinde our cies, that: wee 

cant indge aright of things; it is with our mindes , as _ 
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with our eyes;thiingsthat are a farte off thougirof greater 8 
bigger circuit, yet ſceme farre lefſe:then thoſe things that 
ate ncererat hand. Theearth,and earthly pleaſures they are 
hard by, wertaft, ſee; and handle them , wee finde the ſweet. 
neſle ofthem/by their preſent poſſeſſion]; their naturesagree 
with ours; they:are carnall, and ſo are wee, and therefore 
they. will-ſort with-our ſenſuall defires : But now for Hea- 
ven and its. ioy ;' for Chriſt , and his graces , and glories, 
they are matters a farre. off,out of our kenne; we heare much 
taike of them in-word, butour fleſhly:mindes cannot raiſe 
vp themſtluesſo lugh.,/:as/ to: conceaue the true- worth of 
them,by that which we heare ſpoken of them ; ſuch. ſpiritu- 
all things fit not with:our earthly difpoktions , and there- 
fore when we heareof them (take away a few faint deſires, 
that dye of themſelues)}.wre:haue otherwiſe indeed no great 
likeingof them,we fulfill every.of vsmore orleſſe the Pro- 
pheeie of Eſay, foretelling how corruptly men would iudge 
touching Chriſt and his conditions , even wee'thinke that 
Hee hath no forme nor comelineſſe, and when we ſhallſee him x1..." 
there's no ſuch beantic that meſhowld deſire him. Looke how 
meanely the Iewes eſteemed of Chriftin his. abaſement'vp - 
on earth,ſo doe Chriſtians now iudge. of him though in his 
glory,they ſee noſuch great excellency as men ſpeake of in 
Chriſt,in his graces, his word, his miniſters, his ſervice , that 
they ſhould be ſo much carriedaiay with the loue of him, 
Or his. How often doe: men aske that queſtion in their 
hearts, Which the daughters of lernſalem ashed the Church, | 
What is thy beloued more then another betoued, O thou faireſt Cant.5.9, 
among women,what is thy beloned more then another beloued 
that thaw deft:ſo charge vs ? Whatneed ſuch adoe, ſueh cal- 
ling and ſeeking andenquiring of the Watchmen of the ci- 
ty; ſuchcharging of vs totell him of thee , if wee finde him 
1s there any fe fingular dignity in this thy beloued aboue 
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Others > So men in their hearts and tongues doe enquire 
ſtrangely touching Chriſt and religion, they wonder what 
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creat matters wefindein Chriit andhisſernice, what gopd- 


t ſo much prayers, preaching, running, to: ſer-- 
Lad hearing: ch arifnefſe in their liues, and- 
all this for the loue of Chriſt, & conſcience af his comman«. 
dements: they ſee not. where the benefit is ant[it-euen an-: 
gers them that others ſhould admire what*theyice not, for” 
any thing they percciue grace deſerues not.ſo much Joue as' 
d;the communion of Chriſt hath not ſo much delight- 
1n it,asthat which they: call: ip; filthie' plea-' 
ſuresrelliſh ſweeter then the ioyesof the {pirit, arid (p2ace! 
of 2 good conſcience; they-can louethe world and the things 
in the world, be it an impure ſtrumpet, the very image of 
the divell aſwell , nay rather then leſus Chriſt rhe bright= 
veſſe of Gods glary,' andexpreſſe image-of his perſon |, This 
doarine of louing Chriſt ſounds ſtrangely'iin the" cares of 
carnall men ; Wherefore that-wee may make a right vie of- 
this inftru&tion two things areto bee obtained before wee. 
ſhallloue Chrift. 2 
I — of Chriſt, what are his excellencies in him- 
ſelfe and benefits towardivs. This knowledge is the mother: 
of afteAion, what the eye ſeesnotthe heart rues not; and tis: 
true on the other fide yhat the eye ſees not. the heart ioyes 
not. Wherefore all meanes muſt bee vſedtoget a diſtin 
knowledge of Chrif, inallthe forenamed particulars. Per- 


feRly we ſhallnot knowe him inthis life,neither ſhall wee 


perfectly loue him , butſo farre as the word hath deſcribed 
im to ys we may and muſt knowe him... | 

2 Holineſſleof heart:for Chrift , and all things in him are 
holy,heavenly,and fpirituall, and our affeRtions will neuer- 
take to them,till they bee made like to them heavenly and 


ſpiritual. Tis.indeed naturall toloue ſome things:, but to: - 


loue God thats from grace,this.affe&tion is found. onely in 
the Church,'tis the faithfull ſoule calls Chriſt welbeloued, 
thoſe that are regenerate, whoſe hearts are ſanRified , thoſe 
virgins that. are ſpoken of in the third yerſe of the fil 
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chapter,who hawe ſmelt the odonr of the ſweet perfumes,and .. 
oyntments of the Grace of Chriſt ſhed abroad in their hearts: 

theſe loue Chriſt and/none elſe... When thus the cyes of our | 
mindes are enlightned, and our finfull hearts changed, then 

' ſhall we begin vnfainedly to loue & admire rhoſe treaſures 

of knowledge & Wiſdome thoſe exceeding riches of grace 
andglory which are ſtored in the perſon of our Lord Jeſus 

Chriſt: when wee ſhall then looke vpon all that good in the 

world which before we loued and magnified,now compar- | 
ing it with Chriſt wee ſhall conclude with the Apoſtle, The Phil.3.8, 
things which were advantage to me, the ſame 1 cannot looſe 

for Chriſt ſake, and indge them to be dung that I may wine 

Chriſt. It will be with vs as it was with the daughters of 
Jeruſalem before ſpoken of, who at firſt ignorantly and 
fomewhat ſcornfully asked the ſpouſe what. was her b210- 

ved, that ſhee ſought ſo much after him, 'but when ſhe 

had at large deſcribed him in all bis excellencies, and tol 

them: This i« my belowed, this us my love O Daughters of Te- Cant. 5.16, 
ruſalem, Now their eyes are opened, and their hearts rou- 

ched, they are as deſirous to goe ſeeke him asthe ſpouſe her 

ſelfe and now they begin to enquire of her: O hos faireſt 

among women, whether is thy beloued gone,whether i ho tur- 

ned aſide, that wee may goe and ſecke Gin with thee chap.6:1. 

Now the Lord open our eyes by his ſpirit, that wee may - 
cleerely ſet and ardently loue Chriſt, tro whom with. the : 
Father,&c. . a 
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